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| am delighted that year after year our college
magazine continues to be a testament to the vibrant
academic and co-curricular endeavours of both
teachersandstudents. Thevery purpose ofeducation
would be defeated if our efforts were confined only
to didactic instruction and no impetus were put on
creative freedom and diversified thinking. Ankur
symbolizes the sprouting of a lovingly planted seed
of thought, rife with potential of growth, symbiosis
and benevolence to give more life. The magazine,
living upto its name, has given a similar nurturing
and enriching platform to the contributors.

| commend the dedication of the Editor-in-Chief,
Dr Veena and her team, who have worked hard to

bring us this year's Ankur. | wish the magazine all
the success.

Dr Mukesh Aggarwal
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Dr. (Mrs.) Dolly Narula a very popular
in the Economics Department of the
retired on 28th February after an Hustrigyg
teaching career. She was liked by one and all for
her amicable nature, smiling face and dignified
approach towards all. Before her retirement,
Dr. Narula shared her experiences of 40 long
years in the college with her students in an
interview and 'Ankur’ is privileged to publish
a few excerpts of the same. In the chat four
students namely, Manrip, Drishti, Amisha
and Anand asked a few questions and
Dr. Narula gave very candid replies:-

teacher
Colle

Manrip: Madam, please tell us from where you
did your schooling and higher education.

Dr. Narula: | did my schooling from Salwan
School, New Rajendra Nagar as | was staying
in Rajendra Nagar itself. After higher secondary
school. | was clear in my mind, that | wanted
to do Economics Honours from Lady Shri Ram
College. But my father insisted that | should not
spend too much time travelling and | shault!
rather join some nearby college like Kalindi
or Janki Devi. As Kalindi College did not offer

Economics Honours at that time, | opted for Janki Devi College reluctantly; but today | |
must confess, | have enjoyed my association with Janki Devi College very much. Later

on, | pursued my post graduation from Delhi School of Economics and did my M Phil
and PhD from there itself.

Drishti: Madam, during school were you interested only in studies only or did you Tk
part in extra-curricular activities as well?

Dr Narula: Yes, of course you can say that my concentration and first priority was aimr;
on my studies but to refresh myself, | used to take part in other activities also like spo
and NCC. You may not believe it but | was quite good in athletics,

Manrip: Madam we all know that teaching is a very noble profession. But | would like 10

know at what age did you get the idea of joining this profession and was there anybod)
who inspired you to join this profession?



Dr Narula: Frankly speaking, since childhood | always wanted to be a doctor but | grew
up and understood the process of medical profession. Sometimes | used to get scared
that medical studies involved a lot of dissection of frogs and it drained all my enthusiasm.
Besides this | was very much impressed and inspired by the personality of my Economics
teacher in school, Mrs Sugesh. Initially, | was not attracted to the Economics subject as
such but was impressed by the mannerism, dress sense and the way she used to carry
herself. | wanted to be like her. As destiny would have it even during my college. | got
fantastic teachers who charmed me with their personalities Mrs. Kamia, Professor K.L
Krishna, Professor Prashant Patnayak. It got entrenched in my subconscious mind that

one day | would join the teaching profession. To achieve this goal | gave my 100%. Today
| am happy and contented person.

Drishti: Madam tell us something about your first day in teaching profession.

Dr. Narula: | joined as temporary teacher in Daulat Ram College at the age of 21. When
| entered the class, a few students mistook me for a student. It was hard to explain that |
was the teacher. It was really a funny situation.

Manrip: Madam, we know that you joined this college some 40 years ago. Please
enlighten us about the changes you have noted in the teaching pattern and the changes
in the students response.

Dr. Narula: As | understand, nothing drastic has changed in the basic approach, because it
has been a continuous process.Yes, | agree we are now banking more on technology and
the relations between teachers and students are more open. Today the communication
between the two is on a higher level.




Anand: Madam, how has this profession changed your perspective in life?

Dr. Narula: As you know teaching is a Inﬂblﬂ‘ El.nd FOREnai prf:lfrﬂssiun‘ Deﬁni'fﬂﬂr' ith
taught me a lot. | am more introspective, pa'tlent and emphathising. It has alsg El‘lﬂhI::
me to understand the challenges of today’s }’”“m' Furthermore, this professign h
made me a responsible citizen and now | consider that through this profession one c?
contribute a lot of positive things to the society. | am highly satisfied when | find th ;
students are benefiting from my experiences.
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Manrip: Madam, you have been a successful woman. What is secret of your success?

Dr. Narula: Yes, my journey in life has been very satisfying and | owe it all to the grace of
the Almighty. | have full faith in God. God gave me caring parents, loving siblings, good
aducation and happy married life. All this contributed to my inner strength.

Drishti: Madam, what are your other interests in life and how do you spend your spare
time?

Dr. Narula: Since childhood | have been a voracious reader. | read all types of good
literature like fiction, poetry and articles on current affairs. | enjoy reading Kabir, Rahim
and other Sufi writers and am still enjoying reading the works of Shivani and Malathi
Joshi in particulars. Listening to melodious ghazals and old songs is my hobby.
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Manrip: Madam what are your future plans?

Dr. Narula: Of course | am retiring but not tiring. As | am fond of travelling, | would like
to explore new places in India and would like to visit a few countries abroad, | would also
- like to do some social work.

Drishti: Madam you look younger than your age. What is the secret behind this?

Dr. Narula: | do not know whether | look younger than my age but one thing | am sure
is that | always try to remain positive in my thoughts. Maybe that has to do something
about my looks. | have never clouded my thoughts with negativity. My mother used to
impart these thoughts by telling us very soul searching stories in our childhood and |
still remember them. | have never tried to hurt somebody intentionally. Jealousy has no
place in my life. | wish happiness for all.

P T EEm—

- Manrip: Madam, it was very nice talking to you We wish you a happy retired, though not
tired life with your family. We hope you will continue your association with this college
" by guiding us from time to time.







This poem is dedicated to my mentor Dr. Dolly Narula who had been teaching in the
Department of Economics in PG.D.A.V. College.

SPIRITUAL LESSONS

Ma'am you are a great teacher

And your macro economics teaching have

Helped us academically, professionally in our careers
But very few know that you are a true Karma Yogi

Your teachings have led to our spiritual growth.

When times are tough and difficulties surround

When there is fire in the forest and flood in the river
When there is darkness in the valleys around

Your teachings are sunshine full of love and compassion
Your teachings are a ray of hope to mankind

You taught us humility with our heads held high

You taught us wisdom in human relationships

You taught us selfless service without expectations

You taught us leadership without dictating anyone

You taught us to enjoy freedom with more responsibilities
Ma'am you have imbibed in us knowledge with character
Every soul you have met, every life you have touched

Has become happy, healthy and more peaceful
Ma'am you are a great teacher

And your teachings go beyond macro economics.
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Madhu vata rtayateé madhu ksaranti sindhavah |
Madhvirnah santvdsadhih ||

Madhu naktam utésaso madhumat parthivam rajah |
Madhu dyatrastu nah pita Il

Madhuman no vanaspatir madhumarh astd s(riyah |
Madhvirgavd bhavantu nah Il

Sam no mitrah $am varunah $am no bhavatu aryama,
Sam na indr6 brhaspatih §am no visnur urukramah ||
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The winds bring sweet (recrudesce) to the sacrifices, the rivers

bring sweet (waters). May the herbs yield sweetness tour. May night
and morn be sweet; May the region of the earth be full of sweetness;
May the protecting heaven be sweet to us. May Vanspati be
possessed of sweetness toward us; May the sun be imbued

with sweetness; may the cattle be sweet to us, May mitra

be probitious to us; may varuna, may aryaman, be probitious

1o us; may Indra and Brihaspati be probitious to us;

may the wide sieeping vishnu be probitious to us.
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Editonial

Living in a time where thought, language and communication has bqan radqcad tt? abbreyis
emoticons and acronyms, it is heartening to see the utudants_tallmg their stories and shag
their world view and experiences with such elogquence. Their involvement wm! the sign; o
issues and events of the day bodes wall for us as a nation, It 5hcrzu~‘rs a8 generation whosg
spirit is that of engagement rather than that of apathy. Without waiting for perfect Eﬂd_ihgs.r"
present generation does not hesitate in traversing the social, athlcgl and cultural ambiquitiae
sometimes with great seriousness and at others with humour, wit, irony and storytelling

As their guides, it becomes our duty to impart the tools that will allow them to rele na
re-educate themselves as they are bombarded with information from all quarters. / the
‘digital natives’ strive 10 express themselves in this constantly and quickly changing la: 5
as they train for jobs yet to exist and for technology yet to be unleashed, we as educ. ;g 5
facilitators have to provide them with certain moorings through which they can con iy
and authenticate. So that instead of fitting into a pre-existing mould, they continue to
that delight us, engage us, move us and gquestion us,

In such a scenario, the college magazine plays an empowering role by giving a pla rm,
very nature of which allows one to formulate, argue, reason, coax, cajole and questic  |nsteg
of the imposed word limit and presentation format of an app, here one is allows creati

freedom. Provided with a pen and a paper, one is forced to confront one's thoughts rmly
forcefully. And | am delighted to say that our contributors have done just that!

| would like to express my deep appreciation for my colleague and co-editor, Ms. _alliangs
Ralte, student editors — Ria Sharma, Komal Joshi and Kartik Gupta. Their collaboration af
efforts have made this an enjoyable experience. | would also like to thank all the contrib
We invite you to read on and do hope you will enjoy this section.

Nancy
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Kanika Kataria
B.A. (Hons), English, 2n your

What's your favourite colour?” So
ek : meone

Lam really amazed at how that one question
paused my life at that moment, as my mind
];itad the past few years of my life and
ndered how my favourite colour has
ged over these years.

At about 6, my favourite colour was pink,
the best dress of my favourite doll was
k, and my favourite fairy gown that mom
ght me for my birthday was pink, and how
pink roses were my favourite. The colour
red me comfort and feelings of at love at
that age.

At around 11, my favourite colour was vellow,
for the colour always seemed s0 promising,
and the kind of vibes that yellow used to
-'-Lj.- me, were beyond satisfying. | used to
opreciate how the sun was shining bright,
and entirely beautiful.

hen, when | was about 14, my favourite colour

s red: for the beautiful brides dressed up
h red dresses used 10 promise me that my
a charming was on his way to me. | used
‘amazed at the thought that all of us have

BLUE

the same colour running in our veins and how

that colour always evoked fantasies in my
mind.

At about 17, my favourite colour changed
to black:, for | could see the darkness that it
carried within itself; how | could understand
and sense that darkness each time | used to
talk, or associate myself with anyane, in any
way. | understood that the entire universe was
black: and that there was this silent darkness
in each life, no matter how much we try to
hide or ignore it.

But today, that this person asked me about
my favourite colour, | won't reply pink, or
black. Even yellow and red fail to please me
anymore. "Blue", | replied, "Blue is my favourite
colour", for now | can see the blue in everyone
| meet, how the sky that heads us is blue, and
how the entire earth is blue. | see the blue
in each eye | come in contact with, in each
conversation | engage myself with, | see the
blue in each soul | meet.

But, there is a certain amount of coldness |
feel whenever | think of my favourite colour
Now.

| wonder if the blue of my life, and why only
mine, but life in general, will ever cease to
exist.

| wonder if universe will ever give me achance
to once again change my favourite colour...

Pain is inevitable,

suffering is optional.

.Haruki Murakami
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COLD ROOM

« Priya Singh
B.A. (Hons), English, 3rd year

My room was closed off,

the windows never opened

unless my dad came to my room

in the evening to let the air in

brighten up the atmosphere

but this is Delhi Pa,

but nothing changed anyway

the door of my room that

connected me to the rest of the house

often closed, opened with groans,

only when knocked.

The door in my room

which opened to the tiny balcony

was left unused, that no one ever used

the tiny balcony was all mine

dusty, empty, barren.

| had opened it a long time ago,

it was the beginning of summer

from what year | don't know

it's winter now, it must be-

my room is so cold, my fingers numb

or is it my whole body which is numb

my fingers can't reach them even when
they're gliding across that very skin.

| often wondered who lived on the balcony
opposite mine and how come | never saw
anyone as if the clothes hung themselves my
magic
I _h'aﬁ sometimes kept an eye on that
‘but never heard a sound from that house.
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Now that my canvas is grim, no grease
| feel like splashing on the stark-naked ling
| hear voices from their house,

| hear voices from my house

but nothing compels me to open the
I'm always in my room,

it's always the same plain pastel
walls staring at me, oris it me
blankly staring at them?

So, my room is closed off,

freezing in summers

downright a grave in winters

the bare necessities scattered
across my rocom

my mom calls it a pig sty

and | don't deny

my mood doesn't get any better

or worse, what is that anyway?

My room has a bed that covers half of the
room '

the bed, never made, books and notebo ]
open pens just ravishing the bed in colo rs
| want in my life IRL but they only

seep in my dreams but what is IRL

there's a bookshelf | keep changing its
location

to somehow bring... excitement?
We both look sullen as usual,

There are more books on my bed and flog
than

what's jam-packed on the wooden shelf

| should reorganize it soon but not soon
enough

there's a built-in closet too



mmﬁ |'ve made to open it someday
ps clean it too, at least organize it

ﬁ.stavs, | don't want to see or talk
what's in it.

. walls were light yellow, the tiles &

g were bland white and the windows
re large yet none of the ivory gleams
d frighten the monsters within.

fy room is so cold

s there a ghost lurking under my bed,

i urking inside my literal closet,

ot (please don't be true)

ight behind me

for my room to be the terrible,

the numbing cold that it is?

My body has been my temple,

warm, faithful, bold

dy body is in the present - no notice of

_’: ere | am exactly but my temple has turned

into an Aztec structure - moss & vines - my
adornments

and | think of how and when

my body and my temple became Two
separate identities contrasting enough for
me to be in two different places & not notice
where | am in the former one never seeing
the latter but always living in it -

Whole, free
Broken, caged
All at once.
| don't believe in ghosts,
but | believe my mind is a bitch
it conjures up things untrue
but | can't separate the lies from the truth
and now | don't even care to try.
Yes, my room is cold and closed
| dan't know why
but so am L.

| don't want to earn a living, | want to live.

-Oscar Wilde
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HOME

Priya Singh
B.A, (Hans), English, 3rd yoar

To all the Homes I've changed like clothes

| miss the colourful streets of life-

things that make us human

growing up I've moved a lot

and so I've left behind loves

rarely a major breakdown

mostly a dull ringing ache, always in the back
of my mind

springing up at moments we share strolling,
walking life

Home.

A foreign concept, never a Homey idea
Home: people whom | met once in a blue
moon

to share our bliss and blues, and it feels like
we're specimens frozen in time,

our memories showcased in the hall of fame.

Home : the cities | haven't stepped on in
years yet my feet always recognize the soils
of our past, strolling blind, safe, despite the
changes development made.

Home: that song from years ago that my
fingers start gliding on the air guitar as soon
the music plays and words just flow as if
they've etched in my veins.

Home: those people I've bared my soul to
bare. They are, well, family but | can no
longer run to their laps for comfort. They
were once the picturesque lanterns without
whom festivals seemed bleak. And now
my house lights candles with none of their
essences in it, The perfect bright rangoli on
my front door is the terrible replacement of
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their footprints which no longer dwells he &,

The physical distance didn't widen the
threshold between me and my pretty Homes
And so | never felt the need to open my
closeted conflicted feelings and moved on
from those Homes that abandoned me.

thinking of haven,
but the lack of heaven in it

my voice cracks like water gushing dov. a_
cracked pipe by the building that I call - m
but mean the breathing books | love
because they aren't just some human: s
me

they are a multitude of stories stitche
together over the years

the locked books opening up justfor =
were Homes

in the buildings, we lived together.
Despite it all,

| never questioned what Home is
for all that left a hole in me

was a well-furnished penthouse for
my parents and bhai.

Now having moved away

to yet another alley of some city
alone, trying to act my age,

trying to find new Homes

| am now that adult | had always had to
depend upon

| felt a new kind of Homesickness | didn't
know about that has clung to me since
forever

the people | had left behind were the
vacation Homes that housed me but were
heavily tattooed on my bones

And the people who left me are the Homes
that still cage me




DO IT FOR ME

Rajanish
B.5c. (Computer Se.) 2nd your

gnow you're there

s in the dark corner

'- ing, shivering

- the chilling Eurus

sading, withering away

" -ma smothering darkness

{know you ‘re there

In that deepest crevice

In that shunned alley

In the city of dead souls

Floating in the ocean of scarred existence
Lknow you're broken

That you believe that there's no redemption
" o salvation

But there is

A light at the end of the tunnel

i'm' in the woods

Ashimmering comet in the void
Iknow it's difficult

But hold on to that hope

hat belief of a better day

Do that for the people you love

€ people you care for

-it for those enchanting promises
i! for the unsaid goodbyes
hf-ﬂr those binding smiles

. ilitirr thm unfinished sentences

MATCHSTICKS

" Rajanish
B.5c. (Computer Se.) 20d year

Fire in my bloodstream
Water in the lungs, | drown
With the kiss of death on my pale face,

Choking on the diamond, and the poison in
my veins

Shaking in my own cage, | am

With the storm in my eyes, | live

With the mirages surrounding me,

With the lies burning into me,

With the chaos in my ears

And darkness in the air,

| don't want to remmembered, not anymor
| just want to fade away, far fro
| don't want to save anyone t anymore
if all | have is meant for destruc.. " My
love is meant for waste

Then what do | believe in?

You? The one | don't know will be there when
the war begins

Then what do | fight for? You? The one who |
know will leave me

There is nothing left for me here

And no one who cares if | live, and no one
will

Hand me the kerosene and the
Matchsticks
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NOT MY

Rajanish
B.5¢, (Computer S¢.) 2Znd yaar

You were my angel

My demon

The beginning of my day

The endgame | deserve

You were the venom

That was killing me from within

You were the oxygen

My lungs needed

You were my alpha

You were my Omega

You were the drug I'm addicted to

And | want you so bad

Your smiles

Your little crimes

Made me wonder if you were real

You were the torture | never felt

The pain | never realized

Your love destroyed me

And made me who | am

Your love scarred my soul

And ruined it for eternity

Your love was the acid | didn't deserve
You were the evil | never foresaw

I'd die to just get a glimpse

Now | don't care if you are right in front of
me

You were my the beginning of my story
Definitely not the end of it

You could be my damnation

But not my salvation

TITLE IS MISSING

I B.Sc. (Mathematics) 3rd yey:

Why the non-materialistic stuff Matters tg
why we strive to live for those who
masquerade,

why it actually all starts,

why it happens the way it happer

why the hell we do fall at first,

why Sartre it affects the mind,

why these things just don't elimi g,
why these things still make frus: s
it's not a dilemma for you,

oh higher dimensional(s),

just disclose,

why the psychology fails at th

why not Oxytocin enters their [ ain,

a simple question to the eterna optimist,
why naive realism -can't- exist,

why mentalism seems to outcome dualism,:

why intuitionism seems to define it,
why free will can't exit,

why an existentialist should face all that,
why a nihilist stays silent,

why don't s/he/them tell the world,

that nothing matters at the end of life,
in unconsciousness,

and at last,

why the heck it still remains,

why it ends the way it ends,

why it takes almost 16 months to forgél:
even then why it remains to almost dfﬂﬂ‘?
Is it still okay to fall in such deteriorating
world of hormones and chemical reacti
relatively named by the world, what Wé
love?

ol
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§ & Renu Kapoor
. Assoclate professay
{Dept. of English)

\eake aspecial interestin histo
n | travel | choose destin
mbination of the two. Be
gives me a sense of being a 5
ger reality, of being in a cnnti?uquITE.::n:’
‘a different culture gives me 3 pempgctivﬁ
ere | come from as well as making rm,;
2 that while cultures are different, the
jqalu&s underlying every culture remain
same.
s with this in my mind that | decided to
| to Europe with my daughter who shares
ar interests and is particularly interested
2 history and politics of World War 2 and
Holocaust. We decided it was time to visit
¢ chapter of European history.

meaning friends and family members
med us against the "dark tourism" part of
. we were driven by Elie Weisel's spirit

he said, "Those who forget history are
idemned to repeat it'. It was time for us to
y homage to the countless victims of the

Y and culture ang
ations that offer 5
NG at a historical

ﬁﬁ-sﬂﬂp_was Prague, a beautiful, vibrant
Mﬂg with architectural splendour.
s, there had been a time when the
been under German occupation. The
sion of Czechoslovakia had heetg
most politically dramatic momen

st ¢ of ﬁ:ﬂmgn:nd World War. With
is came the humiliation, confinement,
nment and then, extermination of
ve Jewish quarter of Prague IS
the rich history of the Jews.
Jogues stand cheek by jow! with

ish cemetery, reminding one of

DARKNESS VISIBLE

the eternal as well as the transient.

Prague is also home to the Orthodox Cathedral
of St Cyril and Methodius where Czech
Nationalists, who assassinated Reinhard
Heydrich wera martyred. The history of the
Czech resistance is inspiring but outside the
Scope of this piece of writing therefore | will
not dwell on it in detail. Heydrich, a high
ranking Mazi officer, the Reich Protector of
Bohemia and Moravia fell to the bullets of
Josef Gabcik and Jan Kubis in Prague in 1942
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After asombre day tripto Auschwitz, we decided
1o spend a relaxed day soaking in the sights of
Krakow but as soon as we set out the haunting
past of the city started Creeping upon us. Krakow
too has a Jewish part, the ghetto, heavy with
history and tragedy. Oskar Schindler's factory

only member of the Nazi

Party to be given the
honour of burial

in Israel, saved many Jews

nother memarial built in
remembrance of the

lost Jews of Krakow,
namely the Ghetg Heroes Square,

The square looks Intriguing with its 33 chairs
made of bronze and iron, The empty chairs
represent the missing  Jews of Foland,
fecording to the locals each chair represents
1000 Polish Jews who didn't survive tha
Holocaust, These stark, vacant chairs, silem
g simple, arrest Ones attention as one
- lances upon them and are 3 lyrical tribute to
2 "ace which lost six million of ite people during

e most beastly and infamous genaocide in
E:ropean history.

Oir next stop was the splendidly beautiful
Hingarian capital, Budapest, Hungary began
9, being an Axis force but gradually its pDSilttDn
ttanged. | will not go into the politics of it all
bt will only mention that Hungarian Jews
feced the same fate as other Jews in Europe
3 d the Jewish part of Budapest screams the

same story of discrimination and persecution,
Ghettoisation, Imprisonment and extermination
- the same pattern as elsewhere in Europe.
Street after street s5ings the story of Hungarian
Jews, We cama across the most compelling
and tragic reminder of this history on the eas:
bank of the Dg nube, between the iconic and the
most beautiful Parliament building in the whole
world and the eqy ally iconic Chain Bridge.

Conceived by film director Can Togay and
executed by sculptor Gyula Pauer 'Shoes on
the Danube' is a moving memorial that pays
homage to the Hungarian Jews who were askerd
1o remove their shoes, place them selves on the
edge of the rivar and shot by the Nazi forces,

Shoes were Precious goods that
reused during the war and
particularly Jewish tives did
did and were saved,

could be
while human lives,
n't matter, the shoes

Jews were asked to stand

river so that thair bodies wo
and thereby save

of disposing them

Poignant in its beauty,
One gasping for breath
sheer evil that is a Part of human nature, The
majestic Danube that once carried the dead
bodies and became ane with their bload still
flows, silently narrating the pain and sorrow of

a race of people crushed by the prejudice and
political ambitions of a diabolic regime.

History has many lessons to teach us;
need to be willing to see and to listen,
also has a way of repeating itself but mankind
Must strive to put a tight lid on such darkness
as was made visible to the world at that time

on the edge of the
uld fall into the river
the executioners tha trouble

this memorial leaves
and screaming at the

e just
History

One day, you will be old enough to start reading fairy tales again.

-C.S. Lewis
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SHE

Kanika Kataria
BUA. iHens) Englist, 2o yiuar

Sha'll stand by the withered trea,

white as snow and menacing she will be,
Wearing an invisible armour,

that'll add more 1o her glamour.

Obscure if she's dead yet living,
or living yet dead.

Her lips pale white,

her eyes burning red.

Dead fish iz how shea'll smell,

and white will be her entire globe.
Bewildered, as you won't be able to tell,
if it's the paleness of her limbs or the colour

of her robe.

You'll get tempted, which you'll later regret,

but you won't ever be able to forget.
Because if har darkness falls into your share,

She'll leave you such, you won't be able to re-
share.

She will halloo you,
without even the slightest of sound.

She will follow you,
without even being around.

Enticing as her appearance will be,
Still her face she'll never show,

Bygone and inevilable as she is,
to spalls she will never how.

if she chases you,
She will never let go.

If you try to run away,
Shell trace you even from the gloomiest row.

Her antire prasence will be spiteful,
She's damned, yet baautiful,

Sha will let you advance really fast,

But beware! As your soul is what it'll cos

When, befora her you will bow,

the truth, you will yourself know.

And then you'll dread her the most,

once you find that she's nothing, but a G 5

BELIEF

Gulshan Khan
B. A, {Hons) Hindi, 15t year

Belief is not just a word
It is a meaning in itself

Belief can make a world

belief can break it

Belive in yourself

It's you, who can make a diamond from coal
That's your beliaf

Stop! Stop! Stop!
Start believing in your internal power

Only you can make yourself...

Don't ruin your belief

Create a world with your

thoughts, belief, commitment

by heart, love; not caste, stale, race....

Wea all are human...
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WOLFSBANE, WEDNESDAY

Kneeling, at your throne
Christ Keivom Feeling, unﬂ:far its [hunder
B A, (Hone) Efnich; 16t ver A sort of agile heeling
Heavy upon my feet
| began to run the numbers
Of how many times you

rough my lift home and back Have spoken,

adling a seat in the into what has

lornetre of a bus Been broken,

|thought of you Still there is, a better Bliss,
Which would moor my

nmid winter's bleak Soul and no lenger will it soar

jsaw y-u through Perhaps, it is a kiss,

The yo uthly din,

| wrote on my pad

All that was submitted,
From your tongue

Into a thyme it fitted,
In poetry deep,

You're eyes are closed

With 2 social smile

That s -eaked into my grit,
and | 1-ow had a list,

of yo - flowery words,
That ' ecame stories,

Itho: ght to ask you In serene sleep,

Inth - grandeur of You're a bower,

Asc oer mind if you scented with the

wer: doing fine? red of a flower,

But ' tumbled to And | creep, on all fours
The deft of your To rest under your shade.
Nimble fingers

Tingling with your magic
| suppose | should grow
A spine

== u infinite number of possible worlds, it must be \]
( This fiction. Still g{“ns:: i: an infinite number of possible worlds is true
in all of them. So maybe, it's not as fictional as

we think. -Neil Gaiman ]
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ESSENCE OF WOMEN'S BEAUTY

Ajiang Ch Njiangthuiliu
Amanda Leshidane Raomai
B.A. (Hons) Englizsh, 3rd voar

What is beauty? One of today's most reliable
tools for information, which is Wikipedia,
has aptly defined beauty as "a combination
of qualities, such as shape, colour or form
that pleases the aesthetic senses, especially
the sight" Going by this definition, the first
expression of beauty should notdepend onhow
well a person dresses or wears their makeup
or stands out in the crowd; but impressions
left by these have somehow become the very
measure of beauty. This thought has troubled
many minds, especially when it comes 1o
wormen.

When we lock deeper into the meaning of a
woman's beauty, we know that gualities like
kindness, gentleness, sincerity and passion
make for genuine beauty. However, to fit into
a typical society, women are compelled to
gratefully endorse the essence of beauty as
defined by that society, where women like you
and | must seek out and achieve the perfect

shape and size, attractive hair, acceptable skin
texture and so on. Of course, physical beaut
can be powerful; but sometimes, wa get =
carried away with superficial beauty that
start wondering what beauty really is. Whe
such questions come to mind, our thoughts & 2
supervened by even more guestions leading >
emotional and intellectual despair, which le: s
to one’s inability of self-love and acceptanc

L

/T

It is said that beauty is in the eye of the beho!
If it is so, how about we create our ¢
definition of beauty to behold,and eradi e
the idea of physical perfection as the ¢y
measure of beauty - something which can « niy
lead to narrowing of our mindsets. A hec thy
and content mind creates happiness. A sm ing
face and a happy heart exceeds physical
beauty. The satisfaction we have in ourselves,
the beauty we believe we have, elevates us
from the mere status of jjust another hot face.
Even when it comes to relationships, a prudent
man will only love a woman who can maks
their world the most beautiful. Therefore, what
can be more attractive than genuine beauty?

Inner beauty eventually reflects on our face.

So, what is beauty to you?

if more of us valued food and cheer and song above hoarded gold, it would be 3

merrier world.

-J.R.R. TOLKIEN
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AMMA

Bhavya Sinha

B.A. (Hons) English, 3rd year

My mother asks a question twi
k ice. the sam
question, two times, Sl

She asks me if | had idlis for lunch or an aaloo

ka parantha and | say | had coffee and biscuits
and she asks me again.

| say, | had coffee and biscuits.
'What did you eat?’, a third time.

| feel the hair from my bun rub against my
neck, the mosquito bite from the morming
suddenly starts itching a bit too much again,
the fan, the damned fan makes a lot of noise
and | raise my voice at her.

I tell her | had coffee and I'm full and | probably
won't have lunch and cut the phone with her
voice hanging, probably strangled amuqd her
bangles and half open mouth still itching to

speak.

Her words,
places. On
bubbling on
‘on the bed over
‘and sometimes

| often found them in strange
a wire between wet clothes,
the surface of the milk, scattered
my brother's thrown clothes
in that hairpin she rarely let
like her tied hair, rarely let

My mother asks a single question two times
like | once used 10-

Like | used to and | remember distincll
hearing the same answer 3 thousand Dmes
with maybe, 2 hittle bit of an annoyance Dy
the time | asked for 3 hundredth nme.

| never ran out of guestions, sH

of answers.

4]

nEver ran o

As far as | can push my memory back, s hart
as | can it always hits the kitchen floor

| oftens wonder, was she born in the ktcher

With the red vermifion running an
down her forehead sometimes in the pursus
of dry skin, the soft, warm palms Smeling
almond oil and cumin seeds and the end ¢
the pallu always tied in a knot holding 2 o
ka patia that | never saw her swallow hersel
Her hair that smelied like all the raw herb
and her nosepin on that nose that | take after
my mother looked like a warrior and the war
and the victory and the loss and the kitchen
was a holy book, she was Krishna, she was
also Sita.

My mother used to ask me if 'd miss her.

| always wanted to say, ‘Of course.’

| wanted to say 1love you.

My mother asks me now, if | remember her.
| say | do,

| want to say, ' | miss you,

| want to say, ' | do, | miss you. '

and all | can manage 10 speak is, 'How can |

not?’
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A STUDY IN WHITE/ BUREAUCRACY, A THEORY

Isha Gupta

B.Com {Honsl, nd yaar

Man in white says | am the barb-wired picket

fence
And the cement wall behind the back door.
Man in white has a bark just as strong as his

bite.
Man in white wakes up before the sun does

and does not use an alarm to do so.
Man in white has a heart which beats in time
to the metronome of his file-shredder.

Man in white likes three plain wheat toasts
for

breakfast and a glass of lemon water for his
stomach.

Man in white locks like a blood-thirsty shark
with one lazy eye and a blindfold for his ears.
He says | am nothing but a service dog,

an axtra hand tied to a leash tied to

you, deaf and dumb and dead and

you, who does not know the difference

between his blood and your blood they smell
the same,

to you, with the flesh of your palm grating
on the rope grating your skin because
Man in white took boy scouts very seriously.

Man in white wears clothes one size too
large

1o fit a packet too big to hold things which
should not belong te him.

Man in white popped a button trying to fit
with all the extra weight he jingles around
Man in white tells you to stop because he
needs breathing space.

Man in white hovers over you like a
balloon you can never let go of.

Man in white says | have read your lelter
says | hear you, means | can see your
tiny mouths blabbering but give me a rm ute

and see if | care, see how | forget yo ses
how | trample over your puny figures o' no

did | hurt you? Man in white is a tow-
truck cum excavator cum bulldozer.

Man in white knows struggle like the back
of his red hands taped together

his fingers dripping green dripping white
dripping every colour on the palette

all men in white are expected to mix.
Man in white had to teach himself to
stop emoting because straight posture
concrete face open palms closed heart
is how one gets through this life.

Man in white was forced to forget

that he was born human.

Man in white forgets that he is human.
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MY P
ERSONALISED PERSONIFIED ODE TO ABSURDITY

Aakriti Pant
B.A. (Hons) English, 2ng Year

;

There is no white bed
No white sheet
Or a yellow dead body anymore
It's a normal black charcoal road.
Where normal people walk,
And my abnormal self is
Still trying
Trying hard
To locate 22 Parkinson Street

But the world says there's a disease named
like that

But no home.

No home,

And my abnormal self disagrees.

{maut satrangi aur zindagi berang hai aaj)

The woman leading misconceptions of mental
health

Left me saying that

I'm an asocial sociopath
All | need is some sleep.
This world

Is like the rockstar heroic

It begins with a Rumi verbose
And ends on an A. R Rahman lyric

While we tiptoe on the Ranbir Kapoor and
Imtiaz Ali duet,

| know you know that | know
It's absurd
As Absurd as it was meant to be.

{ajeeb logo ki ajeeb baate anjane me chhu kar
ajeeb sa ehsaas chhod jati hai)

I'd talk about molestation, abuses, feminism,
libertinism , sexual orientation and some other
condemned subjects alike

But the united families of my neighbourhood
would abandon me with pride

For taboos shouldn't be touched.

And | taste them like my favourite combination
of chicken and coffee

Which

| know you'd puke exclaiming absurd

(kyunki aisi baate sarfire karte hai, samajhdar
nahi. Aur Mai dono me se kuch bhi nahi.)
So | wonder if | like a thousand others must

| leave it without conclusions on a non
negotiable paradigm.

Because
That white too white to be white is still white,

{ soch kar sochna bhi soch
me kahi socha hua reh jata hai)

A poet can survive everything but a misprint.

—~ Oscar Wilde
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FLIPPING THROUGH THE WORLD...

Ria Sharma
BA, (Hons) Engllah, Jrd yii

Still a kid | was, when | went around the world
for the 1st time... Sitting in a tiny corner of my
room | could see clearly the endless daffodils
swaying in the fields all around me. | could
feel the wonders of the world unwrap in front
of my eyes, it felt like magic, all | did was turn
pages and | had already seen half the world! It
felt as if the secrets of the universe lay naked
in front of me. It was a feeling of surprise and
awe for a me as a child to discover things |
could have only imagined. It was like being
gifted a second pair of eyes, a pair of eyes that
could make me see the entire world without
moving even an inch from my seat. It was the
most mystical feeling in the world. The feeling
of eureka!

| turned page after page and reached the
last. The book was over but the story always
survived. | had discovered a new world,
a fictional world, but the most beautiful
onel There was no stop now, to this newly
discovered infatuation with stories. They
became my most prized possession. | read
and read one book after the other, | was
surrcunded by a world of ideas, a world full
of freedom, innocence and enlightenment. It
became a hobby first and a passion next.

People all around me went on we
| went on tours of pages. Be it Hﬂﬂd 1y,
the seven Kingdoms, the Victorian ¢,
the Elizabethan, | had seen all tha Wo O
which no flight but that of mind Sould

one to. | had experienced ther g l*its
undertaken a travel, definitely no. 5 roy ¥y

but an intellectual and a meta rical
nonetheless. It is but one thing | “'3“::
another to see, | had seen it all© the eyag
of the mind and nothing, after, & as beyeng
these intellectual eyes, be tdee: nder Wty
or outside the universe. It felt  if | kney
alll

| once came across the beautl  descript,
of paradise, said to be the dwe! ] of God ang
his angels. No doubt it was the 105t supede
rung of the ladder, a placeuntou  =d by humg
hands and unseen by mortal & -, yetitlacked

something. It was the most my -tical place.n
doubt, yet it was incomplete. | realised the
that paradise would always mean a universe
of books to me, because heaven after all s
another name for peace and knowledge and
through the millions of pages, man cous
see and learn it all; it could quench the this
for knowledge by flipping through the Grest
empires and the Roman ones, the war of Tl
or that of Ramayana and Mahabharata. Na®
could learn about the fall of Adam and U
birth of Christ and after he had read it !l fiel
find eternal peace; man will find the heavel
he's searched for through the ages... Peradis®
didn't feel like an imagination anymore'

Finishing a book is just like you took a child out in the back yard and shot

it

- Truman Capote
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A JEST CALLED LIFE

Ria Sharma
B.A, (Hons) English, 3rd yaar

There are over a million stories that reside in
the heart of the home we know as Earth, and
merely a few hundred get the chance of l;aing
actually told. In this crowd of millions there are
many whose identities get squashed, and that
is at the end, the biggest failure of mankind.
The actual death of mankind is after all not by
something else, but man himself, the most
tragic truth of life is the loss of humanity from
the hearts of people and the hatred that has
replaced that long lost love, the hatred that
causes unnecessary skirmishes and disputes.

Walking down the crowded street, she couldn't
help but wonder how trivial she was in this
world of millions, she could just disappear
and no one would even notice. She'd lived
by herself for a long time now, her work had
become her family and friend... Yet seeing
so many people around, her mind filled with
the thought, of how many different stories
enwrapped her in that very moment. Be it the
little kids running towards each other, with
innocent smiles, still unaccustomed to the
ways of the world or, be it the newly weds
walking shyly, greeting evawnneiwhu came
before them or, the old wise man sitting under
the shadow of the only tree on that street,

listening to all that was happening around
him, and no doubt laughing in his head at the
innocent kids, he sat as if waiting for someone
to wake him up and challenge his wisdom.

She'd always been a dreamer, an observer, but
in this moment she realised the insignificance
of life.... No one would have noticed her
missing had she not been here taday, although
she'd come here often, she knew no one waould
realise if she didn't, she discerned the biggest
jest of life was the mortality of life, hard a:
one may strive 1o survive, someone alway

stands watching from the corner to pull you
down.

Each life is forgotten almost as soon as its over,
and that is after all the biggest tragedy of life;
every ounce of effort that is put into creating
something immemorial gets wasted... That

was when she realised that true eternity lay in

selflessness. In that very moment, in a crowd
surrounded by hundreds she understood
that with the first cry is born the last... Birth
is nothing but a movement towards death...
She understood that pain is as momentary as
pleasure, and the only constant is, ironically,
change. She decided to take life as it came,
without actually planning for it, because that
is the best way to be! To receive all that you
get without hesitating, to greet pain with the
same smile as happiness because just as no
rose garden can be without thorns, similarly
life can not be just a diary of happiness.

f‘ﬂorda are a lens to focus one’s mind.

~ Ayn Rand
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HALFWAY TO PARADISE

Komal Joshi
B.A. (Hons) Eng ghizgh, 3rd year

=g

It was after months of contemplation that the
day of departure came for a group of friends
who planned a trip to Nainital. It sure seemed
a deal made in heaven already. It was after
seven-hour of non-stop drive that we finally
reached Nainital; the glittering jewel in the
Himalayan necklace. The sun, the lake, the
mountains, everything seemed so pristine and
we were awestruck by the beautiful environ
that encapsulated us.

We immediately strolled around the Mall road
that surrounds the MNaini Lake and is replete
with numerous shops of handicrafts and
souvenirs, We salvaged the chilly winds of
the valley with a cup of coffee at a restaurant
watching the sun sink in the water of the lake.
Next morning we went boating in the Naini
Lake. It was bright and sunny, yet cool and
refreshing and could easily send a shiver
down one's spine. The water had shades of

1592

green and blue depending on the skies My
eyes were transfixed on the variety of t‘l-.

boats floating on the lake and the happ; iness
and solace a boat ride resulted in.

After the scintillating boat ride we w=nt 45
explore the famous v gy
points of Nainntal startine iy
the Cave Garden. It was agj

adventurous to move ::r-;
down the narrow lanes o cays
The next stop was the Hin' ‘ayan
View point from where th  view
of the valley and the to was
breathtakingly beautifu Just
standing there, was so ¢ icefu
and soothing that | wa' ad to
savor all of it. An imir adigte
contrast came to my min. of the
hustled life of Delhi in d.fance

to these beautitul Himalayas.
Everything was perfect in that




rru:':umem_ _Sarivﬂtaé, 5 kilometers away from
Nainital, is almost heart-shaped lake quite

appealing with its shivering water and
serene environment. We spend time
sitting there in the absolute beauty of
nature. The sound of the Woodland
waterfall was soothing to the ears which
are accustomed to the hustle of Delhi's
life.

| never thought a temple as famous as
Nanda Devi temple to be so peaceful
without crowd and chaos. I has the
perfect location of being on the banks
of Naini Lake. We were enttralied by the
sound of the temple bells and fascinated
by the greenery surrounding it. We
were completely enamored on seeing

the reflection of the flickering lights of Nainital

in the Naini Lake.

{ Fltm'mtwlmwmmnnhhom.

but what they grow to be.”

JK Rowling
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CITIZENSHIP AMENDMENT BILL 2016 : AN INTRODUCTION

Dr. S.S Awasthy
Ansociaie Professor,
Dept. of Politics! Scisnce

We all know that The Citize nship (Amendment)
Bill which was introduced in Lok Sabha in July
2016 was passed by the 16th Lok Sabha this
year, but could not be passed in Rajya Sabha.
The object of the Bill is to amend the Citizenship
Act, 1955 in order to grant Indian citizenship to
non-Muslims i.e. the Hindus, Jains, Christians,
Sikhs, Buddhists, Parsis and Christiaris—
migrants from neighbouring countries such as
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan who are
facing religious persecution in their respective
countries, If the Bill comes to pass, and
thereby the Act is amended, these persons will
not be regarded as illegal migrant. Wherever
any legal proceedings have been initiated,
they will be withdrawn, and such persons will
be free to apply for Indian citizenship. Thus
illegal immigrants from Bangladesh, Pakistan
and Afghanistan will be able to become
Indian citizen even if they do not possess
any document. However, they must be living
in India for the last six years. At present this
condition is 11 years.

This move made by the Modi Government has
invited a lot of criticism especially from Assam.
This is has also resulted in misinformation that
the Bill was especially for Assam and the rest of
North-East India. First of all, let it be clear to all
of us that this Bill applies to all the refugees in
the entire length and breadth of the country and
not only to the ones residing in Assam and other
states of the North-East. Secondly, in a short
while, we are going to have the 17thLok Sabha
elections. Therefore, the Bill will be reintroduced
in the new Lok Sabha and consequently, the
entire law making process will follow.

The Asom Gana Parishad, which was a part
of BJP-led North-East Democratic Alliance
(NEDA) Government in Assam, withdrew its
support to the Government after the Bill was
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passed by the Lok Sabha. Naturally, the gy
is a matter of concern for the North-East in
very profound way. Perhaps the developmen
that India has been able to achieve in terme
of economy and secular democracy over the
years since Independence appeals 10 so e
of the neighbouring countries, especi |ly
Bangladesh, that they want to enter India or
livelihood. As a consequence, Assam ng
other areas of the North-East have had to | ar
the brunt of massive illegal migrations fo
reasons of proximity, since they share 1 iair
boundaries with Bangladesh, even thoug! we
have illegal Bangladeshi migrants in almo: - all
parts of the country, The Assamese, natu ally,
feel that their rich culture is in danger. The are
right in the sense that demography is char jing
rapidly, and the native Assamese will st irily
be a minority in their own habitat. There it also
the problem of unemployment in Assam w hich
the local youth feels now. Then, another issue
is that the people who will be left out by this
Bill will have to be driven out of the country
and their number is enormous. The estimates
differ from two million to four million, How will
they be dealt with, nobody knows. Will they be
driven out to Bangladesh? The other issue is
that, as per the requirements, the migrants will
be sent to other states as well. This has alarmed

many states and they are also opposed to the
Bill.

As Indians, we have always welcomed peoplé
from outside; but when we have already s0
many people to feed, is it not imperative that
we apply brakes on this tradition and instead
focus on the illegal migrants to be driven out?
These are a few observations | felt | should
make. The Bill will surely affect Assam and it’s.
neighbouring states of the North-East. But is.
there a solution in sight - to pacify the staggering.
amount of anxiety and discontent against it
vet grant citizenship of India to the persecuted.
population of our neighbouring countries? This.
is something only the peoples’ representalives,
our esteemed Parliamentarians will be able 10
tell us in the near future.



D'-Flﬂil'll Arorn

BA. (Mo English, 3rd yen:

(This poem is inspired by an incident that took
place in a small village in Haryana where girls
~had to walk many kilometers 1o go to school,
m-ﬂﬂﬂr a certain age, ihﬂ':.l' WErD diﬂﬂﬂllfﬂgﬂd
due to some boys who would molest girls
.' gnlng o school. But this father had always
g-ﬂmml of watching his beloved daughter
become a doctor and so continued to send
her to school. Unfortualety she too was raped
and worse, the whole village turned against
this father. No one has laid a hand or taken
“@any action againest the boys.

| am Reshma

6 and perfectly ecstatic

That morning when | woke up
Crying for my abba,

For he went to town

Without even telling me
| was late .
Amma packed my favorite mango pickle
‘With sloo parantha .

armmi mera burga our meri slate"
e ran
,_E.- {1 .:1” n fm hfﬂm

As | hugged her and bid her a bye

TALE OF RESHMA

Sang thair cacophony

As if they are beckoning me
To stop those tender fest

But | ran and ran

For Masterji would wait

With a stick as thin as

His hairline

On the gate

And would make me stand
Under the radiating heat

Yet again,

| ignared Uncle Mishra

While he mowed his field

And then

when the incandescent ball
Suddenly skimmed behind the clouds
While the clouds moved in a rush
Filled with wrath

| stopped

Gazing at them

While a savage

Held me a little too tight
Startling me

As my mind couldn't decipher
The betokening of the trees

| passed ,

| eried for my abba

Who was in town

Unaware

That his Reshma was

Writing under the snarling beast
| cried “ammma bachaoo”
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Who mighit be busy
Chanting her prayers while cooking
| even cried for Uncle Mishra
Whom | ignored this morning

| pushed; Wondering

Why is he giving me pain

For | didn't even know him

| screeched like | used to

When | first saw a cockroach

Under my charpai.

| remember waking up

Under an unknown white ceiling
With a tube running into my hand
With my abba and amma watching
Over me

| eried while my abba rubbed my head
Slightly

I am sorry abba".

Abba replied "ye teri nahi, ab hum sabkr ladal
har"

| remember police uncle

Beating my father

While he screeched exactly like me
In those fields

That savage stood there

Relentlessly laughing at us,

While | was infuriated

He grabbed those pink notes

Handing aver the bundle to the police ung
And run away, t
We maoved to town

In hope for justice

To pull that beast by his hair

And throw him behind bars

| am 25 now

With my abbu turning 73 next manth

Still fighting

Against those devils.

A fight which we will never win

| read news,

Everyday.

Reading stories of
Thousands of Reshma's
But no story of a Reshma

Getting justice.

Poetry creates the myth; the prose writer draws its portrait.

- Jean-Paul Sartre
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Vibha Dalal

BCom (Horig), A P

It's June,
~ And I've been thinkin
the sun,

Ikeep on wondering about how hot the
pavement would be if | step barefoot antn
it How better it would be if | WEre on a road
rip to some mountain,

| keep on admiring sienna,
the beauty of the blue ign't
anymare,

It reminds me how | kee
full moon,

And the sky keeps itself in parts for me,
Attimes, | have the moon but not the stars,
On others, | have them both but its not the
type | want.

It's my best friend's birthday and | haven't
even decided the outfit,

Just like the sky,

| just don't get it the way | want it to be.
The skirt's blue,

@ if the sky is as WaIm a8

80 much so that
appreciatead

P on waiting for the

OF June AND A BIRTHDAY

F!ul the top ain't the colour of the clouds,
The dress is as dark as the night sky,

But the hair just got messed up.

it's June,

And the sky has been painted in every other
colour,

At every other hour.

Fve got these sunflowers,

And they are perfect,

Not like the sky,

Nat like my outfit,

Not fike my best friend.

On my way,

| drop the flowers on the pavement,

And they aren't perfect anymore,
Just like the sky,

Just like my outfit,

Just like my best friend.

It's June,

The month of imperfections,

The imperfect butterfly on a not so perfect
flower,

Under a not so perfect sky,

Being watched over by every other
imperfection,

On my best friend's imperfect birth date.
It's June,

And | like it the way it is.

EXAMINATION

ya Lari
B.A. (Hone) Hindi, 1st year

God is a great examiner,
%ﬂiﬂ_imﬁﬁma [

/hich He take the examination
orld is the hall.

The time allowed is only three hours:
The first bell rings in childhood,

The second bell rings in youth,

And the third bell in old age.

For the hardworking it is easy,
And is tough for a lazy
The Teacher works a lot for us.
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DEATH SENTENCE

Isha Gupta
B.Com (Hona), 2nd year

my 5 year old friend who has cancer doesn't
know what cancer means.

when i ask him about why he comes to the
hospital so much, he says

‘they like me here*

when | ask him about the plastic wires coming
out from his chest blade, he says

"it looks cool"

when i ask him why he shaved his head, he
says

“the pretty lady gave me a chocolate for my
hair"

my 5 year old friend who has cancer doesnt
know what cancer means but knows that he

prefers tablets over syrups.

he says he likes pretending that he eats candy
all day.

he says swallowing bitter things isn't as bad
as they say.

he says he'll even give spinach a try when he
goes back home.

he asks me if he'll ever get to go back home.

my 5 year old friend whom i met at the hospital
has cancer but doesn't know what cancer

means.

he tells me his body feels like Tom's whay |
Jerry drops an anvil on him and i realiss he
always talks in the present tense.

he tells me he prefers reading super s
comics over playing football and | realis (he
other boys are mean to him.

wB

he tells me he wants a tattoo like mine
almost tell him he's going to get one & gra
long.

i almost tell him that pretty soon he's go  J1g
start remembering what happens durir  the
nights.

i almost tell him why his baby sister live  with
his aunt, now.

i almost tell him why there's a temple 1 his
raom and why he gets so many gifts an  why
he goes to sleep watching his mother co. nting
rosemary beads and wakes up to his father
chanting prayers and how one day he wont.

my 5 year old friend who has cancer doesni
know what cancer means but now knows that
he's going to die.

i want to ask him if he knows what dying
means.

i want to ask him if he knows where he'll g2
when he dies.

i want to ask him if he even wants to die.

instead, i say, "let's play football together.

Get it down. Take chances. It may be bad, but it

really good.

s the only way you can do anything

— William Faulkner
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Kartik Gupta
BA. (Mone) English, 2nd Vitgr

mhofore the time of Christ
Men could fly, and sigh with joy

silvery cheeks

And you know why?

~ Because once, men could fly

Yes, though unbelievable it may sound
They had wings and none were Kings
They were happy, they were merry
Soaring in the wind they flew

past old muddy fields and new

And up they went to milky clouds

Not just one-two but hoards of crowds
Often Gates of heaven they would pass
When there was no culture, Creed and class
With rain and thunder they would fall
All were but nature's doll

Along with birds they would stroll
Bursting with Bliss they would moan
Greeted sun with open arms

They were men of grander charms

' Play they did with longing moon

. Often tired they would swoon

" Ruled they not just earthy lands
 Place for farms and oily sands

~ Belong they did to realms of sky
Fnrﬂnmﬂﬁtn were men who could fiv...
may not believe or believe you may

Tllrl of ecstasy would often run down their

m were men who had wings on their

PARWAAZ

May you know or you may not

For it's a secret many heard

Often heard, time and again heard, over
heard.,..

Let me say it again and give you reason

Why your wings vanished and no longer i's
that season

It was “you” who took away your wings

You lost touch with sky

And got busy with other things

No curiosity was left in you for this magnificent
creation

You got involved in drawing lines and building
Nations

You divided likes, dislikes

You segregated love, hatred

You Started glorifying your pain and it made
you forget your joy

You lost your tears of ecstasy and sense of
wonder

Now you dwell in scars

And try to find fault in your stars

Once men could fly but now they can't

Once they could claim the sky, but now they
cant

Wish and believe for you can try

Lose neither hope nor wit

Fill courage in your hearts a bit

Then only and only then

Could you see your mighty wings

Break through your misery rings

Same old heart and same old lungs

Towards sky will effortlessly lunge

Feel you will the gentle breeze

Fly high with accidental ease

With ecstasy you may cry

For joy lies in that sky,

That same sky across which men would sigh
For once there were men who could fly...
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ENCHANTER

Kartikey Malviya
B.A. (Hong) English, 1st year

-

I'm still me, not affected by you or them
Your sarcasm and abuse, yes they hurt

Yes | scream everytime you slap or punch or
in your language pet me

Yes | bleed | faint and pray for mercy when
you satisfy your lust by deteriorating the same
bady which you said was sculpted by God to
perfection

Still all this only affects me physically

My soul and my heart are still holding on,
strong and stubborn

When | go out and roam in alleys and wander
in malls just for the sake of being out

Peoplae, people who are not like you

Show concern, give blessings and even say
they pray for me and my life

| smile and thank them while saying

Don't worry | am still me and my soul is still
free

They get shocked and sometimes happy too

What can they do? Oh those helpless helpful
people

These kind of people are in great population
and they all are same helpless yet helpful

They eye my sindoor,
Why do they do that?

Do they like it that much or its jus' n thej
nature?

They just want the sanctity of marric = 1oy,
preserved

They dont want me to go through e '!'Thing
and suffer but they also dontwant a wvoree
Because if | give you that

Then who will accept me? Who will 1 2d me?
Who will protect me from the anii als like
you who just can't cross the red line vhich ig
projected at my head symbolising ite 1 sold?

No one and no one

| will be all alone

A lady, an easy meal for hyenas

| wasn't allowed to study much

So | will not be able to even sustain myself

And yes how can | forget about the bump,
your worthy heir

The one who will continue your bloodline

The bloodline that is shared by all of your kind
and feared by most of our kind, but not all, nat
me

Cause | am and | will be me

| will survive no matter how hard you slap me
next time or no matter how less | eat

| will survive but change one thing ... will

not teach my child about the sin known as
Gender....

Writing is its own reward.

- Henry Miller
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