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_.}15 another academic year comes to an end, | feel great pleasure in presenting the 2016-17
edition of our college magazine, Ankur. | believe that the magazine is a valuable milestone of
our college’s growth,

_ Aristotle rightly said, “Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all.”
It is not only through the accumulation of facts and knowledge but in one's personal reflection
through self-expression and creativity, that the heart is mellowed and educated. Ankur, provides
glimpses of the tremendous creative potential of our college. The magazine also highlights
the ongoing scholastic and extracurricular efforts of the PG.D.A.V family and showcases our
achievements through the year.

Ankur is an artistic a_nd imaginative statement of our ideals, our aspirations and our dream:
some of thErr! accomplished and others yet to see the light of the day. In a way, it is a reminde
for us to continue to work relentlessly towards our goals.

| wish to thank the chief editor Ms Jyoti A. Kathpalia and the Ankur editorial team for th
sustained efforts and enthusiasm. | also thank Ms Garima Gaur Srivastava for her assistance

Once again, my congratulations to the entire team!

Dr M.M. Goy
Retd. February 28, 20
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And I laughed as hard as | could...
My worries were the same
The albatross round my neck still hung
Everywhere, a stage for absurd plays...
Then, my laughter transformed the efements
And the world was happy again

Itis a truth universally acknowledged that laughter is a powerful instrumentin our physiological
and social well-being! A good dose of laughter lowers our stress level and boosts our immunity.
At an emotional and social level, it contributes significantly towards the strengthening of our
relations with other members of our society. [tis in this spirit of lau ghter and joy that we present

this issue of Ankur magazine.

It is not an easy task to theorise laughter as it has, as its integral com po gitional Erer_nents, both
the intellectual and rational faculty as well as the spontaneous outpouring of emotions. In the
act of hearty laughter, the binaries of the mind and heart, the body and intellect are collapsed.

Perhaps an important constituent that makes laughter into such a positive force, is the
dissolution of hierarchies that it inevitably engenders, in a spirit akin to that of a carnival. In fact,
laughter is an integral component of the ‘Carnival’ as conceptualised by Bakhtin.

Having its roots in folk culture the Carnival turns away from ideas of transcendence, divine
order and social hierarchies towards immanence and the endlessly growing body of regeneration
and even bawdy laughter to signify the processes of life and renewal. Creative force becomes
counterpoised to fixed arder and authority. During the time that it was most effective (late
medieval ages), even though it did not overthrow the feudal structures, it did sometimes lead to
rebellions and enacted a comic reversal of power pyramids. The carnival exemplified a holistic
vision, a celebration of the body and the world. Laughter, in this worldview, stood out for its
demalishing of monoliths of power and prestige. Swearing, popular humour and the grotesque
body, all became an integral part of the carnival. This world was not threatened by authority and
its other, cosmic chaos {that we can see in the terrorism and violence that has been unleashed
today). Tramendous vitality, exuberant energy, creativity and fearlessness became the hallmarks
of this spiril.

As we approach Holi, in India we are witness to a celebration which partakes to a large
extent, of the carnival spirit. One can't help but think of the uninhibited laughter, the license and
the feeling of equality breaking across all boundaries.

But sadly, we seem to have lost that surge of energy and laughter. Now, the nexus of money and
power seem impenetrable by popular gestures. Today, the carnival seems more like & carefully
stage-managed parade lo perform the function of a safety valve. All that seems to remain are
the ineffectual verbal profanities which seem to be on the increase without the positive creative
energies. Even Holi has become more a parade of hooliganism than an exemplification of the
tremendous energy of the masses.

Zizek rightly notes that in our times even political "Ubuism’ where the political leaders can be
the butt of laughter, facilitates systematic control that allows only some freedoms while others
are relentlessly guashed. So, abuses and bawdy laughter and ridicule become empty signifiers

L]
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3 f adreedan: that is al_lts uI_Eln"ratE core, an unfree state and which denies the other, more vital
reedoms- of thought, imagination and choices.

I ¥ ;- .
Iselftf::ﬁaf;;?;“ a;zg*lﬁ'ﬂﬂphitﬁ tradition links laughter as a tool to further one's self-image and
Lo aonartie suskos theory of laughter substantiates his theory of the human condition where
Yfrom birth to d Jecl 15 constantly engaged in the most crucial instinct for self-preservation
1 o death. In the western philosophic tradition laughter has resisted being the subject
of discourse. Whereas Greok classical philosophers took a more object-oriented approach ta
laughter, '_I'hc:mas thbes_indelit}l? linked it to the psychological subject. An important part of
the same is tle_-.el accumulation of power and social rec ognition or 'glory.’ Laughter then becemes
-a means to ridicule the object that lacks the qualities and abilities that the subject possesses.
Laughter, th&nl can also become a way in which tremendous violence can be generated. For
instance, bullying and ridicule expose the unwitting object to tremendous mental anguish. This

theory also ha:_i a kind of redressal in the theory of wit and satire which put forth the impulse to
correct the follies of mankind through laughter.

Today, as we see around us on social media and in social interactions, laughter is becoming
more and more corrosive and Hobbesian in its fundamental principal, linked to ridicule and
vainglory. Perhaps it is a symptom of our times, a gesture towards the ethical vacuum that we
live in. In this world where profits and authoritarian capitalism are the new sovereigns, laughter
seems to have been relegated to mere mimicry and uttering of profanities.

Having acceded the above, nonetheless the persistent glimpses of the folk traditions, of
communities of sharing and laughter in apolitical gestures and popular culture, point 1o a
simmering, tremendously positive energy which can, at any moment, erupt to engorge the

- restrictive and unjust structures. And it is this instinctive knowledge, anticipation and imagined

participation in the liberating moment, that gives unbridled energy to laughter. And | do
apprehend both imaginatively and intellectually after all these years why Holi has been my

- favorite festival...

| sincerely thank our principal, Dr M.M. Goyal for his gracious support and patronage. Under
his inspiring leadership, the magazine reached new heights of excellence. | deeply appreciate
the time that he gave, despite his extremely busy schedule, to smoothen any impediments that
came in the way.

| take this opportunity to welcome Dr Mukesh Aggarwal as our officiating principal. | am sure
that the college and Ankur will continue to excel under his able guidance.

| also wish to thank my entire editorial team for their cooperation, Dr Dilip Kumar Jha,
"Ar Sampat Kumar, Dr Kapil Dev Nishad, Ms Arti Mathur, Ms Megha Sharma and our students’
~ditorial teams who helped in the envisioning and shaping of this magazine.

A special thanks to our student, Mr Saif Haider for designing the cover and the back page
nd for his tremendous help with the photograph collages.

And finally, my gratitude to all the contributors, for they are the soul and the body of this
nagazine.

With immense pleasure and happiness, | put before you the 2016-17 edition of our college
vagazine Ankur. | hope that reading this magazine is a joyous and energizing experience.

Ms Jyoti A. Kathpalia
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A Devenn a privilege o be i constant aieraciion with otr Principal, Dr M.M. Gayal wi;

tiros this vear. The Editorial team had a very interesting conversabion with lim, where
seovered outstanding aspects of his persomality, It (s with greal pHeasure that we bring

Vot a franscrption of the interview with oue Principal, Dr MM, Goyal,

AN INTERVIEW WITH THE PRINCIPAL

Ms. Jyoti Kathpalia - Sir, since you joined the college, what are the most significant changes
that you have seen in the college?

Dr. M.M. Goyal - See, when | joined the college way back in 1975, our college was a litile
notorious for the agitations which were happening almost every year, Students were not as
disciplined as they are today. Today, the students are much more aware, they're much more
disciplined, they are much more competitive too. When we were students, even when | joined
the college, the students would go for only one course at a time. Now | find that most of the
students, while they‘re completing their graduation, also busy themselves with the preparations
al some competitive exam, like CAT, MAT etc, and so many other things that they are planning
to do. | believe that the culture has changed a lot, as far as the students are concerned.

As far as the faculty of the college is concerned, the 'Hﬂlﬂ['g," has become much more researc
oriented. In those days, hardly anybody was trying to research, PhD. The number of PhDs was
very very small, and now you find that most of the faculty members are holding a PhD. At the
time of NAAC accreditation, | reported that 82 of our colleagues are doctorates. More than 50 of
them hold M.Phil degrees, many of them have written books, contributed to various articles in
national and international journals. So, | believe that the faculty is much more research oriented.
Mot only that, the teaching methods have also changed. The teachers are involving the students
more now. The teaching has become more technology driven. Laptops have been provided

B
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the faculty which they're using for teaching purposes. Many, or maybe some teachers are

“tually }aking the laptops to the class, They're preparing PPTs. So | believe that there is a huoe
ange in almost all walks of life. "

| Is. Jyoti Kathpalia - Thank you Sir, we've also seen that there have been so many changes i

1frﬂETrU_'E’ll-llE of our Enlﬁ_ege. There are so many changes which you were primarily instrume
in enacting. Would you like to speak about that?

Dr. M.M. Goyal - Yeah, sure. First of all, when | took over in September 2011, the first thing tha

| was able to achieve was, the installation of a 400 KWh substation, and because of that, now,
the college gets an uninterrupted power supply. The students do not face any inconvenience
because of power failure. A lift was installed for the use of differently-abled students. Quite
often, the students whao were dependent on wheelchairs, were supposed to attend classes on
the first or the secand floor, which made it very difficult for them to go up to their classrooms.
Now, with this lift, almost all parts of the college are accessible to those students. We have also
renovated the washrooms and there is a washroom for differently abled students on each floor
of the college. Our Staffroom has been renovated, modernised and it has become much bigger
than what it was earlier. An RO plant has been installed for the students because the students,
who were earlier, as you know, drinking the municipality water and were therefore more prone
to diseases. Now everybody in the college is using that RO plant water, A new parking lot has
been created, because most of our teachers are now commuting by car and our earlier parking
was under tremendous pressure. With a big, new parking lot, that problem has been dealt with.

We were also facing a shortage of classrooms. For that, a new teaching block has been constructed
which has made the time table for both students and teachers, better, in the sense that now, they
don't have to wait for hours in order to get a room for taking a class. A new student’s amenities
block has also been constructed, the facade has been improved, a fire fighting system has been
installed, new sewer lines have been laid, a digital notice board has been installed, in fact, two
. digital notice boards have been installed. So, a lot of change has been there in the infrastructure.
We have also installed a rain water harvesting system; we are in the process of constructing a
new seminar hall which will reduce ocur dependence on tents etc for various functions, There are
many more things that are coming up: a new computer lab is being constructed, a new block
- for departmental rooms is nearing completion; so | believe that in these years, the students, the
teachers and the teaching process have been facilitated. To a large extent, it has become glitch
free. | am not talking of the other changes which have taken place in the college.

~ Ms. Arti Mathur - Sir, When the retired faculty visits, | have interacted with many of them, they

~|l us that the college is unrecognizable. There have been remarkable infrastructural changes.
r, while you've been making these contributions and you've been doing so much work with
g infrastructure, what has been the response of faculty members and staff? Would you like to
\are any insights?

P el o .

. M.M. Goyal - | have found that most of the faculty members have been appreciative of these
zasures. | have not found anybody complaining much. Of course, no work can be done in a
rfect manner, everything has some sort of shortcoming, but I've found that our faculty and
ir colleagues are so appreciative that they ignore the shortcomings and they are in gener|
iite appreciative.

L T e e e T ]
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Ms. Arti Mathur - So, sir out of all these innumerable accomplishments, whiclh ones are you thg

most proud about?
those things which | just told you because thes: arg
d of the things that I've done to tone v the
ngs that were nol happe ing

Dr. M.M. Goyal - | am not proud of all

basically infrastructural. | am, in fact, more pro ,
administration, the governance, because there were S0 many thi S | . h &
properly and | was handicapped because | do not have any administrative OTICETS. YWL are

antitled to have two administrative afficers, two soction officers, one senior PA. | am mana ing
with mostly the contract employees. Despite this shortcoming, | find that | have done a lcito
improve the administration of the college and that is what | would be proud of, that is what | leel
proud about rather than these visible infrastructural changes that have taken place. If you vant

| can tell you some of them.

Ms. Arti Mathur - Yes sir, please do.

Dr. M.M. Goyal - First of all, the accounts of the college were in a mess when | took over. Here |
would like to appreciate, in his absence, the former bursar of the college, Mr. AK Bansal. He sal
throughout the day, every day, six days 8 week, and the entire accounting mess was cleared and
today we are a college which has sudited accounts till 2016. And when | joined, our college had
huge backlog in this field. Secondly, the medical bills of our staff were not cleared for months,
in fact for years. Now, that has been rectified and the process has become much smoother.
Exarmination bills were pending. Teachers, as external examiners had stopped coming to the
college for conducting exams here, because they were not getting paid. We were not getting
paid by the university. It was since 2003 that we had arrears of the same and we faced a lot of
difficulty in tracing those documents and sending them to the university and we received cheques
from previous years. As far as the new exams Were concerned, all the systems have been made
efficient and now everybody gets their payment straightaway for the external examination the
same day that they conduct the examination on and our internal faculty too, as soon as the
exams are over, they get their payment on the last day. Similarly, there were no medical facilities
for the students and the teachers in the college, There used to be a doctor coming to the college
way back in the 70's. After the 80's that was stopped. We neither had a medical room nor had a
doctor. Now a medical room has been allotted, a doctor has been appointed, a nurse has been
appointed, and now at least for some emergency situations, for teachers and students, they are
actually available in the college, Apart from this, the work in the office is progressing much more
efficiently than it was earlier. So | believe this is the better, or more important contribution than

what has been achieved on the infrastructural front.
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Ms. Arti Mathur - Sir, taking it further from what Dilip Ji said, we've also noticed, from what
you were saying that though you are in a position of authority, we have rarely seen you use that

authoritative tone, or a manner. You're very friendly and down to earth with students and faculty
and everybody sir. Would you like to comment on this?
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T8 3HS! oed § el famt teaching technology develop ¥ a1 &1 @1 it Faw 71 sy
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[As. Jyoti Kathpalia - We all you know that you have a great sense of humour. We would like you
12 narrate one or two incidents, comic incidents that happened when you became the officiating

principal from a professor.

['r. M.M. Goyal - You know, | used to say, when | was a teacher, in fact some people still say that
the teachers don't really do anything etc, they are practically under employed. To that, | used 1o
=ay, | used to in fact narrate a story, and that story is Ramu's story. | don't know whether | have
r arrated that to you or not. So, It goes like this—there was a particular Seth and he had a Mu: oo
(sccountant) and there was a servant called Ramu. So one day Ramu thought, that | wark |
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: hours also he doesr 't
ring those four
from 8 to 8 and Munim ji works anly for four hours. "ﬁ'rllad;;t:ﬂ tEaT. place etc etc. So much wark s

seem 1o be working, whereas I'm shuttling rrnrnlthl's P lary. So one day he said, 'Seth Ji, yc |
taken from me and the Munim ji is getting four times my sa g

avi ittle for so much waork an |
are not doing me justice, you are exploiting me. You ‘?FE p;w:giju‘\!ﬁl’a'rt. and | will answer yoy
Munim ji is getting so much more for such 5ma|twc:ﬂ§. Setf 1 e irrl O it ohia St s
The next day, it so happened that there was 50me F;mc{ (5] tmluckus e “Tlocaene hack s
(Munim ji had not yet arrived) ‘Ramu go and see, what is this r

.\ here to se
. : asked, 'Has he come
said there was a truck which was making all the sound. Seth Jrlag| Euml;thing-' ‘What?' so he wer

something? He went there and came back. "Yes, ?35_!'"3'5. EE,"' ich rice?’ He said, 'I'll go and fin
again and found out that they were selling rice. Seth ji said, bl hich they're offering th
out.’ Then he came back and said it's Basmati rice. "What s “"Erram B antime, Munim ji carr
rice?’ He went again, and came back and said *Sir, it's 30 Rs./kg." In the m_:ed SRR justg
and Seth ji said, ‘Munim ji, there was some kind of ruckus there, some kin and told that ther :
and check.” Munim ji went there to the market, came back after §-6 minutes e e Fts-
was a truck containing so much rice, it is this quality rice, he has el e dy buyer at
kg., I told him no, you must reduce, then he came down to 20 Rs./kg. and we have a ready '-"ﬁ"";_ o

35 Rs./kg. so | told him, we can buy 10 quintals of rice, and this wnﬁll give us S0 mucﬁ:prn it, |
told him to hold on, let me get the approval from Seth ji. Seth ji said, "Yes, because it's going
to get us a profit of fifteen thousand rupees.’ Munim ji went outside to finalise th:e dezal. E:eth ji
told Ramu, ‘Now do you get it? Why you get paid only twenty thousand and he is paid eighty
thousand.’ This is the difference.

So, when | narrated this to those who worked from 9 to 5, they were all quiet, there was silence.
| said, "Look, we are like Munim ji, we seem to be working very little, you seem to be warking
a lot, but our work is of an entirely different nature and therefore you can't compare it.” When |
went from being an associate professor to a principal, | said, ‘Yaar I've been made Ramu now.’
This was a comic incident; this was the comic thought that came to my mind, that | have been
made Ramu now.

Then it so happened that an the very first day, a clerk comes to me, ‘Sir, what should we do?' |
didn't know actually. | said, “| don't know this: yvou have been working here for the last 20 VEars,
In fact, you should be advising me that sir this is the positio n, this is the rule, and therefore this is
what should be done, and you are asking me? You have to tell me.” S0, that was also something,
because you know, when you come to this chair, everybody thinks that you know everything
and they are all asking for directions from you and you have to comply with it, vou have to know
everything, | mean, you are expected to know everything, so if you are getting work done then
you act ke a civil engineer—you must know the rules, you must know the medical rules, the

service rules, whereas nobody can know all these things. Everyo
me to know everything| gs. Everyone, all of a sudden expected

AWt TR Mg sfiawas - Sic | would like
an_d devote so much time for this college at ti
EER:E- peac 5:00 T §F T but what moti
responsibilities ¥ 98 99 9% fulfil| Bl i G

to ask that what inspired you to work s6 hard
me we leave by 5 p.m. fF oW wifg wm: 900
uatesvnu%ﬂﬁ.m?qﬁmﬁ AR & ot
S IS 39 %1 4 F Srewt w9 i)
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YOU WILL STAY IN OUR HEART |

Your vibrant presence

Your exceptional commitment

Your never-ending zeal and enthusiasm
Your outstanding vision

Your unmatched hard-work

Your infinite dreams

Your contribution to this institution

Will stay in our heart forever

Your great leadership skills
Your unparallel devotion
Your rare initiatives

Your brilliant managing skills

Will stay in our heart forever

People come and go

Institutions are built and rebuilt

What stays is Good Karmas

What stays is strong value system

What stays is the smiles you brought in many faces
What stays is the souls you touched in different ways
What stays is the lives you lightened in different shades
vou Will Stay in Our Heart Forever Sir

vou Will Stay in Our Heart Forever

Mr Varun Bhushan
Departmant of Econamics
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Do You Know?

(Computer Memory Umt)
Byte : Base of Memory Unit

4 bit - 1 Nibble

8 bt - 1 Byte
1024 byte - | Kilobyte
1024 KB - 1 Megabyte
1024 MB - 1 Gigabyte
1024 GB - 1 Terabyte
1024 TB - 1 Petabyte
1024 PB - ]| Exabyle
1024 EB - | Zetabyie
1024 ZB - | Yotabyte

Types of Moniter :-

CRT - Cathode Ray Tube
LCD - Liguied Crystal Display
LED - Light Emitied Diode
TFT - Thin Film Trangister

Compact World of Computer Information :-

Via - Virtual Interface Adapter

SATA - Serial Advance Technology
Altachment

R 45 - Registered Jack 45

IDE - Intigrated Drive Electric

PCI = Peripheral Component Interconnect

AGP - Accelerated Graphics Por

SMPS - Switch Mode Power Supply

CMOS - Complimentry Metal Oxide Semi
Conductor

VGA - Visual Graphics Array

ALU - Airthmetic Logical Unit

FAT - File Allocation Table

USB = Universal Serial Bus

ATA - Advance Technology Attachment

PATA - Parallel Advance Technology
Attachment

PSL - Power Supply Unit

UPS - Uninteriptable Power Supply

BSB - Back Side Bus

F5B - Front Side Bus

LGA - Land Greed Array

PGA - Pin Greed Array

ROM - Read Only Memory

RAM - Random Access Memory

HDD - Hard Disk Drive

NTFS - New Technology File Sysie)

WI-Fi - Wireless Fidelity

E;{:"“ - Code Divisional Multiple Ac 238

= Global System for Mobile
Communication
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EDITORIAL

ﬂ‘mﬂ co y

re .

humanness al:fr:?ndmn camﬂd}.’ there is an irony, a revelation of the
€ gods and divinity of human beings”

Western p‘ﬁh S0
wular cultiire .mﬁlgai;‘;r:m?:tt:v;?\ Kant is a rather hu_mourless affair. While litera
Myg{ the 20th Century with lil ﬁ_uhstantual works in 1h_e comic mode, it is o
alized. Along with classical G E'k“” Bergson that the philosophical roots of co
ved from mock- a : e and Roman t]'lecrles on laughter, the idea that

e ggressive play in apes’ also gained much ground. C ntly
arns us, “laughter’s criterion of what sh . e i
ok B s serious darmo at should ba: laughed at Is"nut a moral criterion
f wit, undoubtedly, half the f o IR et osteertt. In the SuunGant testimorie
ﬁ'bt'sntin’l- - dlst' b ':-'ﬁ O *Er'tgua?e lies in ithl corrosive and derisive powers, and in
. : urb people’s unending list of ‘sensitive’ intolerances, So the progression of
et W?dd‘ﬂﬂﬂcrﬂﬂtimam accommodate an expansive range from Aristophanes onwards,
J‘*m Times change. The vices of your age are stylish today"; to Jonathan Swift's claim
"lf I_-tewun -hfd looked upon riches to be a valuable thing, it would not have given them to
a scoundrel”; to pop icon Taylor Swift's wry critique, “You can write a book on how 1o FLin
S0Mec _na-'-s perfect day.” It also leads us to recognize an avident contradiction between the roots
‘of comedy and its predominant intent, that is, moral censure of society.

3 ‘But to separate morality from humour, at least in the contemporary world leaves us with
'iL dents akin to Charlie Hebdo or worse, So should we encourage attacks on foolishness,
ty, greed or pomposity (the usual suspects for satire) only within safe enclaves of liberal
nunities? Should we satirize some subjects while bypassing others out of fear? The problem
who decides to put limits on language and what is objectionable or obscene, like all bans,
‘and borders, primarily originates from the politics of hegemony. The checkered history of
ern civilization with its overt ratiocination of crusade wars, racial exploitation and imperial
ies renders censorship of any kind suspect. So the west and all forms of art influenced by
4s itself in this double bind where, control over language is questionable; unbridled and
unchallenged, it plays havoc. This self created dilemma is the greatest irony of our times!

is further reinforced through the hierarchical polemics in the practice of comedy,

. the serious and tragic emerged as a more appropriate form of expression for the
ss, and the comic

as the lesser god of the masses.
| ﬁn’r to understand any age, you oughtto read notonly its heroic and philosophical
comic and satirical bOoks"

L e of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China’, the writer,
A4 ﬁﬂsatigencapsutam China’s trajectory of engagement _with the modern
ubse uent transformation into a high- powered player, as not just traumatic but
‘Wi ; for traditions, conventions and long held values form a strong

- suffering and tears remain inseparable privilegt:ml
s & of tragedy in the west. For the Chinese, the breakdown in socia
e e gqm;oughtgabnut a lot of instability but also an opportunity to express
‘erudite jokes, doggerel discomforting verse and

at the top |
o anifested itself through
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parody of those in power while satirists had a field day’. The problem of stigma on | . gy
creativity is considerably less than the west while the Chinese attempt to recover fro m the
effects of extremities of a watered down culture and language imposed by communism

Meanwhile, the march of language from wit to invective to bawdy, influenced by v =stem
classical or contemporary traditions for us in India, has created an illusion of being fr-e ang
modern. The outcome is reflected in what can only be described as the current language crisi,
Educated Indian youth revel in using obscenities of language, mistaking them for acceptability
A large chunk of population uncritically forwards jokes on sexist, racist and local stereotypes;
predictable acts by stage show anchors occupy centrestage, and demeaning vitriolic rant
is applauded. In the older traditions of our land, Indian comedy consistently emphasizes on
combining of psychological, aesthetic and ethical elements. The further we move away from
these ideals, the more we land ourselves in the quagmire of mirth that hurts people’s sensibilities,

mimics mindlessly, or creates a deliberate confusion wherein we approve of all liberties with
language.

In this issue of the Ankur magazine, our section on comedy grapples with our concerns with
emerging trends of language. Our selection of articles demonstrates meaningful confluence
and understanding of different philosophies, foregrounding the intrinsic worth of meaning of
life for which | thank all the contributors. | express deep appreciation for the dedication of my
team consisting of co-editor Ms Megha Sharma along with student editors Kanika Sahijwani and
Siddharth Verma and thank them for their complete support.

The language of imagination is limitless but responsible, so read on..,

Ms Arti Mathur




Like a welcome summer rain,

o humor ma
cleanse and coof the eart. it

h, the air and you,
—Langston Hughes

Shapeless dreams,
Hopeless screams,
Everyday, horrified, a little | died.

Lengthy days,

Breathless nights,

Linear horizons,

Yet dotted hope.

How long will | take it in my stride?

Expandable horrors,

Endless murmurs,

Narrow lanes,

Aplenty mocks,

I'm sick, yet with glee, | tried,

Escaping scenarios,
Creating new reality,
With squared vigour,
And allies combined,
In all possible shapes and sizes.
Let us make this world more ali¢ ned,
' With laughter.
' fifi Kanika Sahijwan
AN BA (Hons| English, Final
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PUNJABI TADKA WITH ANGREZI INGREDIENTS

At the very outset let me
tell you that | am addicted
to music, The genre doesn’t
matter but | take every
song very seriously. Music
is an obsession with me. It
is my daily dose of prayer,
meditation, and therapy
rolled into one. Bollywood songs both old
and new, classical music Indian and Western,
qawwali, rap, pop, classic rock, opera and
name what you will, all is grist to my mill. |
have multiple music systems around the
house -one in the bedroom, in the lobby, in the
kitchen and one next to the treadmill as well
but my favourite musical space is the one in
my car where | spend a couple of hours every
day struggling through a flood of vehicles on
Delhi roads that are becoming more and more
notorious for frayed tempers, rash drivers,
speed junkies, impatient and compulsive
honkers and overtakers. | am able to survive all
this physically and mentally thanks to music. |
can also boast of having multiple soft corners
for radio jockeys and FM channels. And | have
my own set of rules regarding what | listen to
in my car and at what time of the day. In the
morning on my way to work the first thing |
tune to is devotional music, preferably Gurbani
and Buddhist chants. Twenty minutes of this
is my spiritual recharge and then | shift to old
Hindi film music. The journey back home is
dedicated to contemporary Bollywood music
to which | sometimes add a generous dose of
Punjabi pop. This is my personal celebration
and salute to the end of my working hours,
A few minutes of making my fingers do a tap
dance on the steering wheel give me immense
sense of peace and well being.

But while all this is happening, the critical
mind of a literature teacher is sifting even
the audio material and analyzing it. Hearing

certain Punjabi songs | found a certai pattery
emerging and very casually | e led
doing a basic content analysis of 1! lyrieg
Certain recurrent words and motifs « mergeg
prominently and these are predicabl: - lovg
beloved, friendship, heartbreak and the mos
dominant one “daru”. | began to pay more
attention to the lyrics. Much to my initial
amusement | heard luxury brand names
woven into these songs that have a pan Indian
as well as an overseas audience. Some songs
have brand names as their titles. Consider
this - Burberry Checks (Indeep Bakshi),
Jaguar (Sukhe Feat, Bohemia), Gucci Armani
(Simranjeet Singh Feat. Raftaar), Lamborghini
(Diljit Dosanjh). Many songs mention luxury
brand names and these mentions are central
to the themes of these songs. To mention
a few, Jassi Gill's Bapu Jimidar mentions
Lancer, Wakhra Swag (NavvinderFeat,
Badshah) refers to Gucci, Armani, Aldo,
Audi while the video features a shiny BMW
and Jimmy Choo shoes. Guru Randhawa’s |
Fashion mentions Gucci while prominently
showing a Coach showroom in the video.
Bilal Saeed Feat, Bohemia pays homage 10
Gucci and LV in the song No Makeup. Wang
by Dilpreet Dhillon and Parmish Verma is an
ode to Harley Davidson. By now | was hooked,
not just to the songs but to the question 8s
to why must these songs be weavir brand
names into their lyrics to such a maj .« extent.
Though | couldn’t verify this but | an - ure that
these aren't paid brand endorseme: 5 in the
way that Aston Martin, Omega, T " Ford,
Jaguar Land Rover, Belvedere vod ~ aré if
James Bond movies. It is public ki viedg®
that Heineken poured 28 million po - ds it
Skyfall, covering one third of the film's LU

Some of this is obvious. A prosperois S1te:
flushed with money from farming, business
and its NRI ties, is bound to be a fertile g




for cONSPICUOUS consumption. Even the
casual of Google searches revesls that It
‘cars sell like hot cakes in Punjab. If gne
through the state one can sea Aucli,
and Mercedes showrooms flashing by the
monotonous highway in the same way as
punjabt dhabas did ten to fifteen years baek,
rubbing shoulders with these showrooms
are the Limousine rental services that sEem
to have become. a pre requisite far any big,
fat Punjabi wedding. Consumer surveys have
revealed how tier two and ter three cities
have emerged as the new markets for luxury
cars and other luxury goods and services,
Chandigarh and Ludhiana have outpaced
metros in luxury goods consumption. The
phenomenon has not escaped the interest
and scrutiny of experts and analysts. One
that particularly interested a layperson like
me is Shefalee Vasudev's book titled *Powder
Room: The Untold Story of Indian Fashion” in
which the author, afashionindustry insiderand
ohserver dedicates an entire chapter to small
town Punjab, interestingly titled ‘Ludhiana
Ladies’, in. which she describes Ludhiana
women she met and interviewed who flaunt
brands such ‘as Burberry, Dior, Jimmy Choo,
Vertu and Cartier to name Just a few. Since
much of India’s wealth lies in small towns,
luxury brands have abandoned their luxury
locations and have taken their products to
the doorsteps of the wealthy in small towns,
Yasudev guotes a Fendi representative who
told her, “We survive because of Punjab.

Since literature and art, whether high or
Popular, reflect reality It is natural-that_thega
expensive tastes should find a mention Ir
songs. In a way it is.a viclous cycle too. A;
People consurne luxury, it gets celebrate
flamboyantly in lyrics of popular songs.
And - hegause these high end I:-ranci.s- ﬂrle
' Immartalizad in popular songs end the signals

most
IXury
drivas
Bentley
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Sen}' are rmass absorbed passively, it leads to
an increase tn consumption of these brands.
It is & victory for the companies sslling these
b_ran::ls as they make huge profits. Also,
since almost all companles that manufacture
and sell these products are American or
European, their hold on the consumers is
nothing short of a new age colonization of
the mind. It is cultural imperialism when in
the name of glabalization, internationalization
and modernization the cultural values,
customs, standarcds, as weli as consumpition
patterns of the developed countries and their
markets make inroads into our personal,
rmental and market spaces. While these songs
reflect consumption trends they also shape
popular consciousness. The result is media
created needs and a homogenized culture of
conspicucus consumption. Popular culture,
in that sense, is reduced to become a tool in
the hands of the marketer to control the mind
of the consumer. As [ see this, creativity has
been hijacked by market forees to create a cult
of modernity as reflected in external symbaols,
Identity now gets defined by which brand
label yau are an owner and consumer of. So
whether you wear a Titan or Rado or Omega
watch creates not just social hierarchy but
self definition too. This is cultural domination
through market penetration which gradually
disassociates people from their cultural roots.

| have a piece of atdvice for the girl who
asks for a Jaguar before she will even think
about reciprocating the love of the boy who
loves her to distraction. Materiat well being
is essential but love is the most precious
commodity in the world and is definitely
not measured in terms of luxury brands. My
achvice to the readers is to be alert to the iure
of brands and let the music play. . 3

Ms Renu Kajroor
Dapartmant of Snglish




COMEDY OF LIFE

Life is a journey, not every road of it leads to
the destination, not every turn is one towards
success. All through our childhood, we
eagerly wait to grow up but once the carefree
days come to a halt, we yearn for them to
come back. Life is not always a bed of roses,
it has many shades, but it is by going through
these shades that we shape our personality.
The happy and sad parts are mere ingredients
of this ride, which make life worthwhile.

Our dreams blind us to the beauty of
the world, in the race to accumulate glitters
for our future; we fail to see the diamonds
embedded in our present. We work hard
day and night for the sake of tomorrow, but
just as life itself, tomorrow is uncertain too.
We sacrifice our smiles and laughter for an
unpredictable future. Instead of enjoying the
little moments of happiness, we want eternal
glory. We get so engrossed in this journey of
life that we don't even venture to do anything
out of the box. We prefer to walk the same
road over and over again, and lose track of

life.

We turn a blind eye to the sweet and
sour surprises of the world - all we see is
the ultimate goal. We fail to realise that it is
a world of love and acceptance that truly
brings happiness and pleasure. There is
nothing wrong in chasing our dreams, but
it is wrong to let the dreams overpower the
reality. In chasing these irrational dreams we
leave behind the necessities of a happy and
contented life. True, we have to face many
hardships in the journey of life, but rather than
giving up in the face of adversity, we should
have the courage to face every challenge:
success, after all, comes to those who have
the patience to wait for it.

True, life plays around
with us, it pushes us down as
we try to climb higher. When
we reach the zenith, life kicks
us down, only to teach us
that nothing is permanent.
What we have today, we
might not have tomorrow,
neither happiness nor misery i$ permanent,
Life is a mystery, we don't know what might
happen the next moment, life flows with time,
before we even realise, everything fades
so we should respect life and not lose the
precious time in running behind the irrational

dreams.

Just like candies, life comes in different
colours and flavours. Life is full of surprises,
not every surprise pleases us equally but it
motivates us to keep going. Isn't it awkward
how we wish to fly but never land? How we
wish to go to heaven but never die? Not all
our wishes can be fulfilled, but that should not
keep us from praying! We don't know what
life has in store for us, so it is better that we
learn to smile through this roller coaster ride.
Life, after all, is not going to last forever, any
moment can be the last one, so it's better that
we stop chasing the irrational dreams and
thank life for the blessings it has showered
upon us.

fn the race to grow up, we lose the essence
of life; running behind the joys of e world,
we lose our share of happiness. |~ should

regard the gift of life, realise its rth and
stop taking it for granted!

A Sharma

First Year

BA (Hons) En.
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JUST A TALK. ABOUT CHILIIHNOOD

Childhood,

The time when

| was innocent,

The time when

| was superb and excellent.
The time when 1
| used to play with my toys, &
The time when
| didn't know what's honest and what is a lie,

The time which was

s0 exciting and alluring,

Unlike the present time

which is so0 boring.

But,

Where has my childhood gone?

Has it gone to some secluded place?
Or has it been stolen

somewhere like breath of fresh air?
Or has it gone far and far away from me,
| to see those mysterious eyes that too when a little bird told me.

MNevertheless,

| can't forget

ik those days of mine,
w it is meant to be. The days filled with

happiness and joy.

But now,
If God will ask
o, |79 ¥ for my wish at any time,

it’s meant to be. | might wish to become

I. oo chut. And, smart and good,

ol s But my first preference

will be my childhood.
Swati Barua Shreya

BA [Hons! English, Final Year

eps away sleep off my eyes,
in with his wide open arms
"'tnm;hy smile.

ch Ehaudhaw

the MWMWﬁm real laugh
vou grow U8 1 N urset |
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GOLDEN COMEDY

Creating comedies that make your
heart race and stomach ache with laughter
are difficult. The writing has to be quirky,
witty and intelligent; focusing on the social
issues, sensible subjects and not just mere
nonsensical humour, Apart from that, the
actors should have that comic timing that
can make a simple scene into a comic one.
Through the years, many attempts have been
made to create sitcoms, but only a few have
left lasting impressions on the audience.
Sitcom or situational comedy has been a
part of the Hindi entertainment industry for
the past three decades, starting with Yeh Jo
Hai Zindagi aired in the early 1980's that took
the Indian audience on a laughter express.
A simple sitcom dealing with the life of an
ordinary man, Ranjit Verma, his wife and
brother-in-law, draws parallels with most of
urban Indian families as well as the audience
- which used to sit in front of their televisions
on Fridays at 9 pm, looking for an escape from
their labored life. The show dealt with many
ironical situations arising out of everyday
events like nosy neighbours always wanting
to borrow stuff to who has greater claim over
a new sofa. However, the trademark of the
show was the different characters played by
Satish Shah in each episode.

After such a remarkable opening, the
sitcoms became quite popular and 1980's
saw many more sitcoms like this, but none
of them were able to leave a mark on the
audience. Soon the wait for a gripping sitcom
got over when Dekh Bhai Dekh was aired on
Doordarshan in 1993. Known as the greatest
Hindi sitcom ever, the story revolved around
three generations of Diwan family, which
took the viewers through the various ups
and downs and their never-say-die attitude
to overcome sibling rivalry, relationship
problems or business problems with the in-

1RM

laws. Being such a versatile
show, the characters speak
volumes with their acting
and their fighting spirit
overcame the day-to-day
troubles of a family; giving
the audience, irrespective of
their age, hope and a new
direction while solving their very ow

Mid-90's doubled the laughter of the
audience with the launch of Tu-Tu Main-Main,
a show dealing with the complex relationship
of a mother-in-law with her daughter-in.
law. Amidst the other shows projecting this
relationship in a negative light, this show
came as a breath of fresh air since it featured
a hilarious comedy between a dominant
mother-in-law and her equally boisterous
daughter-in-law. They are shown fighting,
taunting, bickering with each other which
makes the audience roll on the floor laughing,
but at the same time standing by each other’s
side when needed.

Today, a show called Bhabhi Ji Ghar Par
Hain? is quite famous among the audience,
but only a few know that a sitcom with the
same concept was first aired in 1995 undef
the title Shreeman Shreemati. A comedy of
errors at its best and a veiled suggestion 8t
wife-swapping at its worst, this sitcom didn’t
spare and taught the Indian housewives a lot
more about their husbands and th- idea ‘Love
thy neighbor's wife'.

ISSUes,

Another successful show of '« = mid-908
was Hum Panch. The story revol, | aroundd
middle class man Anand Mathur -~ ho always
found himself in a mess becaus: of his fivé

daughters. On top of that, he had  deal with
not just his nagging wife, but wit a talkind
portrait of his first dead wife. With all thesé
elements, one does not need anything €l5¢

N



nedy. His five ‘dysfunctional
ninist, a nerd, a beauty with ne

aﬂ_;:!-ﬁnallv-a 90ssip monger
iR Ities for their father in aach'
nd’s ﬂrs’t-‘ wife who, although
. mﬁ_]st critically Commenting on
Joing capers around the houyse,

O w

aughing-out-loud 90s became the
e-floor-laughing 2000s with the
ichdi in 2002, the audience was
to an idiosyncratic Gujarati family,
s. A joint family who are united
Sire to separate from each other,
aced humour and uniquely funny
to have the audience in splits. The
- explanations given by Praful to
ifferent English words, Jayshree's
ng gossip and various plans to kill
and Babuiji's non-stop bickering,
package sealed by the children on
Jackie and Chukki—who are the
aracters in the show.

skh's are not the only Guijarati
entertained the audience in
\e Sarabhai clan from Sarabhai
‘were introduced to the Indian
2005, gaining one of the best
rcom till date. A wonderful take
omic divide, the show was an
mentary on the flakiness of
hout being preachy. It poked

Component in the show was the relation «

the upper class mother-in-law Maya, wh
atjﬁays disparages her middie class daughter
= In - law Monisha and dislikes the facf that
she behaves like an archetypical middle
clgss woman. The men - Satish Shah as the
mischievous Indravardhan, Sumest Raghavan
as the pacifier Sahil and Rajesh Kumar as the
Outrageous poet, Rosesh - were the perfact
foil to the women in this dysfunctional saas-
bahu drama. What also made the show a
winner were the well-etched character graphs
for both the leads and guest characters.
Even now people remember Deven “Let me
explain” Bhojani as the incorrigibly stupid
son-in-law or the very deaf and very funny
Madhusudan Fufa.

Many sitcoms have been produced till date
but only a few have held that special place
in the audience’s heart. Sitcoms produced
now lack the spark, the comic timing and are
filled with objectionable humour. The scripts
lack wit and instead have double meaning
dialogues which contribute to corrupt the
minds of today’s generations. However,one
thing that has remained unchanged is the
amount of effort that the actors put into their
roles. The characters that they portray are
equally difficult as they were in the 80s or 90s.
To take up a comic role and make it uniquely
their own is as difficult now as it was then. It's
the scripts and the storyline which ensures the
popularity. Many shows have come and gone,

but some will remain in our hearts forever.

Srishti Oberoi

BA (Ho wilish, Third yesr



WHY DOES FEBRUAR

The reason can be found by looking blﬁﬂl*
at the history of the Roman times. At that time
a year had 10 months called Martios (March),
Aprilis {April), Maius (May), Lunious (June),
Quintilis (July), Sexhilis (August), September,
October, November and December. In this
calendar, months alternated with having 30
or 31 days in a year totalling 304 days. The
others were simply winter days in which there
was nothing worth celebrating, no agriculture
and no production - in short, they were just
considered unimportant.

It was King Numa Pompilio who decided
that in order to adapt the calendar to the lunar
one, 2 months would need to be added. They
were inserted at the beginning and the end of
the year and were called Lanuarius (January)
and Fabruarius (February) as the time of
purification and the year ended up with 354
days.

The number of days in each month was
also changed. In the time of Numa Pompilio, it
was believed that even numbers are unlucky.

Y HAVE 28 WA LOT

So to remain in favor of the Gods, the Calengy

was modified to alternate maonths wijy, ~
or 31, but the numbers didn't add So .
January and February were hollow Nths K
considered it not to be a problen: in Giving
one of them 28 days. 0

However, nobody liked that a v ar hage,
with an unlucky month, A day \ as Qiven
to January so that it became 29 Cayg Thi
calendar did not work as the dates did py

correspond to the four seasons.

Julius Caesar, the famous Roman military
and political leader was the one who finally
put order in the calendar. After consulting with
an astronomer he came up with a far simpler
solution. They found out that the earth takes
365 days and % days to circle the sun. Caesar
added 10 days to the calendar which led to
months having 30 and 31 days. Now the year
averaged out to 365 days. They had to add a
day every four years, which is a leap year.

Ravi Kumar Meena
BA (Hons) English, Final Year
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A es unbounded
jcizing ﬂ“ social set y of L

: : P of the society
th the hope to amend the countle

waknesses of the humankind. In contra -
- st to
g present day scenario where limitations
free expression are extensively imposed
g bygone times witnessed “the absence ni"
sgolutism which brought with it a relative
gedom of the press” [Stephen Bury]. The
tirical tradition flourished extensively when
ymerous writers like Alexander Pope, Ben
on, Henry Flielding, Jonathan Swift,
hn Dryden and many others entered the
rena of literature. The genre of satire, hence,
sk an interesting turn when the political
onditions of the day started influencing the
rriters who had taken upon their shoulders
e responsibility of being a torch-bearer. The
sokespersons of the day thereby sought
ecourse in this genre to illuminate the
nsettling political realities of the epoch which
riggled into the literary domains. Following
16 amalgamation of politics and literature, the
__I:. - .-mm&quﬂmhf became a hﬂttlagmund
r conflicting ideologies and trunsfnrrped
o a site of social exposition of the various
srent human follies and superficiality.

=
A ot er

knt:_lwn as ‘Veronian satire’
which Dryden uses in his
sardonic compaosition
titted Mac Flecknoe. In
this ‘excoriating piece
of invective’ [as Charles
E Ward calls it] Dryden
launches a lethal assault
on his literary rival Thomas
Shadwell by making him an heir to the “realms
of Nonsense absolute”.

For more than three decades now,
Shadwell's literary life has remained
overshadowed by the fact that he was a
victim of Dryden's ‘wit’ and ‘mockery’. The
duel of satires between the two can be
viewed as the microcosm representation
of the political and literary clashes of their
times. What comes out as a surprise is the
fact that Dryden and Shadwell happened to
be on friendly terms initially; the evidence of
the same is found in the preface to his play
The Humorists {1671). Soon however the two
poets fell out. Dryden on one hand became
greatly influenced by the Tories whereas
Shadwell became a spokesperson for the
Protestants and the Whigs. In 1681 when
the Parliament was dissolved by Charles I,
Dryden composes Absalom and Achitophel
in defense of the monarch. Later in 1682
Shadwell produces The Medal of John Bayes:
A Satire against Folly and Knavery in which
he attacks Dryden for flattering the Manarch
and for his hypocrisy. ‘The medal’, a second
rate satire written to please the Whigs almost
immediately received retaliation on 4th of
October 1682 with the publication of Dryden's

poem Mac Flecknoe: Satire on the True Blue
Protestant TS where Shadwell = reiemed to

as an epitome of vapidity anc T
W’ﬂ this poem is a cele FTIOOON
op-a

in the Restoration period,




twentieth century critic observes that poem’s
‘magnificent unscrupulousness’ goes b?‘ﬂ"}“d
the supposed criticism of his rival’s literary
compositions, to the extent of hurling a
scathing attack upon his wvery character,
personality and disposition. In his attempt
to humiliate Shadwell he writes, “Some
beams of Wit on other souls may fall/Strike
through and make a lucid interval/ But Sh-'s
genuine night admits no ray/ His risings Fogs,
prevail upon the Day”. The full seriousness
of this deficiency becomes clear only when
one recalls the various connotations which
Dryden attached to the term ‘Wit". Wit
according to Dryden meant ‘verbal agility or
geniuses’ along with the ‘conceiving faculty
of imagination’ whereas what Shadwell
demonstrated was the ‘ability to judge or
discern the follies of men’ which according
to Dryden were not enough to be tagged as
@ good poet. Mac Fadden in his essay ‘The
Anti Poet in Mac Flecknoe’ discusses Mac
Flecknoe or Shadwell as an anti poet whose
labors bring forth “still born progeny’ and the
satiric implications of this lack of ‘fecundity of
imagination’ and’poetic pregnancy’ causing
“Pangs without birth and fruitless Industry”,
The discussion takes an interesting turn as he
goes on to investigating the literary quarrels
antecedent to the most controversial piece of
satire, calling Mac Flecknoe a ‘long matured
product’ of Dryden’s conception,

Nevertheless, its culmination into
publication in 1864 was certainly not received
with any displeasure and had ‘Silenced’
Dryden's rival once-and-for-all. Until recently
the ‘Silence’ of such a prolific Poet Laureate
which had earlier been overlooked has started
coming to the surface, The issue becomes all
the more intriguing when parallels are drawn
between the ‘apparent silence’ of Shadwell

in public subsequent to its publication and

.l—-
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et * which became syrihglie
textual 'silence W |
::This failure to efficiently compensate ' r hig

lost repute in this war-of-words.

The dramatic representation of thg \O8m
allows us to view this very essenti. fact
which is often neglected by the critics ¢ . wel|
as the readers. The poem employs F_iﬂh
arrangement of imageries thfa-re:bv enhancing
the element of theatricality in it. Apart from
the continuation of his dramatic criticism intg
aform of poetry Dryden chooses to establisha
new form of satire by bringing in the aesthetics
of the drama. The theatrical metaphor
accounts for highlighting Dryden’s familiarity
with Shadwell’s literary contributions and his
proficiency as a writer. At the same time it
also acts as a useful tool for the transparency
of irony consequently sugar-coating the bitter
pill in order to escape condemnation. The
proverb, “Personal is Political” thus holds true
in this case wherein the thin lines demarcating
the ‘private’ and the ‘public’ sphere are
blurred thereby bringing the inner self out in
public; thereby attempting to revolutionize
the domains of literature as well as politics.

Against the setting of a third person
narrative and father Flecknoe appearing to
narrate the whole poem, the protagonist
Mac Flecknoe comes across as a very feeble

character‘ devoid of any uniqueness or
streak of individuality; merely listening to his
father and

doing what is expected of = ' heir-

without any sort of resistance or rebelli . His
chzfractarizatinn may also be seen as  at of
a victim who has been denied any adv tage
of ﬂ:fprassing himself; avoiding any = rther
possibility of confrontation. On onc and
where Dryden seems to exercise his pc 2 of
‘speech’ Shadwell at the same time ha- Hoen

rendered ‘voiceless’, What disturbs a -ader
IS the fact that though the man wasn't dead




| dearth of critical approaches
passive response?

erhaps insinuate something?

only resp onse which Shadwell seems
) give {or to put it in a more precise
2r), the only response which seems to
een recorded is the one where he says,
he goes a little too far in calling me the
pst, and has no more reason for that than

ving me the Irish name of Mack, when
OWS | never saw Ireland till | was three-
wenty years old, and was there but for

ML

iis rather flaccid response draws our
ation to the discourse of the power politics
ilence’ underneath the surface. What
3 unfortunate Shadwell's silence imply?
rlessness? Incapability? Or a rather non-
attitude?

his brings us back to the opening lines
em, “All human things are subject to
¢ And when fate summons, monarchs
obey”. The above mentioned lines
unbounded power in Dryden’s hand
is own words establish himself in an
utable position from where he exercises
-ength of controlling the fortunes of the
chs. Surprisingly, this is exactly what
process of composing this
sic narrative, it seems as if

and destiny begin to come lo the fore as
Shadwell who had earlier received immense
success in regards to his works gradually
takes a backseat, Dryden hence comes out
as a towering personality transcending the
limitations of the time and space and eclipsing
Shadwell's fame for the rest of the eternity
No sooner does his poem come in print than
Shadwell's reputation inevitably suffers a
huge blow; subjecting his Laureateship 1o be
ruefully questioned. His image as we notice is
tarnished forever and in the years to come he
will be recognized through Dryden whe in the
preceding years had been thrown out of the
court for his liberal views.

The only thing which thereafter happens
to acquire immortality after Dryden's words is
Shadwell's silence penned down by Dryden
himself: that seems to have withstood the
test of time. Dryden's victory in making
Shadwell popular as the “Last Prophet of
Tautology” rightly corroborates the fact that
“History is written by the winners”. Literature
however gives us the advantage of analysizing
the circumstances and then coming to a
conclusion. Though the derision was not
completely undeserved, it seems a bit harsh
and insensitive. The poor chap Shadwell can
therefore be regarded as a pawn in the hands
of destiny who's ‘Silence’ till this date has
left an inexplicable and a rather remarkable
lacuna of umpteen possible theories.

Jasleen Kaur
BA (Hons) English, Final Year
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“What's this?"

| can visualise a good number of my readers
exclaiming with a little indignation and a lot of
consternation at the sight of this dotted-line-
followed-by-a-sign-of-exclamation-within-
inverted-commas.

“It makes no sense,” many of you will
murmur,

But did | ever say it made some sense?
You would agree with me that it was rather
presumptuous on your part to think that it
must make some sense.

“Moreover,” you will argue, “there oughtto
be a small beautiful heading in capital letters
instead of this meaningless line which seems
to say something significant but finds itself
incapable of doing so. It stands like a dumb
charade defying you to decode its message.,
A brainteaser, literally!”

So, you feel there ought to be a ‘small
beautiful heading in capital letters’. Well, as to
its dimensions, | think it is quite small. | could
have reduced it further by bringing down the
number of dots to two or three, but that would
have marred its aesthetic appeal.

Yes, | believe my heading is aesthetically
beautiful, whatever laws of aesthetics you
may care to apply. It is CATCHY - otherwise
you would not have been reading this article.
it is MEMORABLE - vou will remember
it for weeks together when all the other
headings read during this period will have
been forgotten. It is SMALL - the smallness
or bigness is only a comparative quality, as
was proved by Beerbal when he drew a
bigger line under Akbar's original and thus
made it look small. Place my title alongside
of Fielding’s popular novel titled: The History
of the Adventures of Joseph Andrews, and
of his Friend Mr, Abraham Adams, Written in

oh o RER
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imitation of the Manner :?f
Cervantes. The title of this
novel reduces my oWn to
lilliputian dimensions.

As to a heading being in
capital letters it is altogether
irrelevant to the present
issue. Since no letters have
been used the question of their being capital
does not arise. If, however, you insist on
capitalisation, please use a magnifying glass
— my tiny dots would look formidable blobs.

The title of this article becomes all the
more sweet because it seems to say much
but prefers to remain silent. In other words it
is suggestive. It conjures up different images
in different minds. If it gives rise to no image
in your mind the fault is not with the title, it
should be looked for well-you-know-where.

Let me confess the reason for its charade-
like brain-teasing quality. When | sat down
with a pen and paper | had no idea what | was
going to write about — to be frank | still don't
- but it was absolutely necessary to write
something at the top of the paper to make a
beginning so that the words and ide: s would

start pouring in. At the same time | id not
wish to confine myself to any particu! - topic.
| wanted some lead, which would - ve the
greatest latitude to my thoughts.

| As a result| hit upon this dotted-line vithin-
Inverted-commas. Now | am not ' thered
to any stake of a subject. | can tal' about
practically anything under the sun. | « 1 sink
to the remotest depths of past or can i 1o the
highest pinnacle of future. | can talk of = 2to of
potato, a railway ticket or a game of icket,
my milk vendor or my vice-chancellc What
Is more, if | like, | may talk of nothing - hich|
suspect some of the readers think | arr '0ing:



er it is more difficult to talk on
talk on something.

ﬂm&d with the dilemma of
says readable when there
thing to read give very glossy
?_ ays. The poor reader goes
) down the essay in the hope
ross the thing which the title
lich he never finds, and ends

ﬂ'ia oh{et:t of her ﬂirtatlun and
:ﬁﬁp bﬂlis! that she is ardently

ffvmn lwn th the possession of
is from acquiring the actual
ter ﬁﬁmfﬂ flirt’s glances and a

88y gﬂabdtma to the same category.
rous s false hnpakand cheat the very

ﬁar mhar reason why
e ne-within-inverted-

Wﬁg It makes no
refore cannot be held guilty
into reading this article. If
etter to do.

writer’s thinking and observations of | 8
which the hundlma reader dispose: of w. i
two winks. Actually, this coterie is 1o ﬂ[lnﬂblhi&
for encouraging writers to concentrate more

on the heading than on the contents of their
waork.

By your patience, Reader, | am convinced
that thou art not one of the species. Therefore
let us proceed further. Where were we...Good
Heavens! We are still talking about the title.
This will lead us nowhere.

A proper article must have a beginning,
a middle and an end. Aristotle says so,
though for a different genre. | find that my
article has a reasonably good beginning,
though an unreasonably long one, but what
it lacks precisely is the middle. Milton's
play Samson Agonistes too was accused
of having a beginning and an end but no
middle. That is a consolation. Apparently,
it looks rather absurd. A thing, which has a
beginning and an end, must have a middle.
Not necessarily. All beautifully symmetrical
women are perpetually bent upon reducing,
if not annihilating altogether, the middle of
their torsos. Their dream figure is: forty-
twenty-forty. Figuratively, an hourglass or the
mathematical integer 8 is their ideal. An Urdu
poet, struck by the conspicuous absence of
waistline in his beloved, remarked

Sanam sunte hain tumhare bhi kamar hal
Kahan hai? Kidhar hai? Kis taral hai’

If my article too joins the rank of
adorable specimens of femininity | von
I, or for that matter you, should ho
grouse to nurture.

Now that we have assured our-
the beauty of doing without a bulk,
let us proceed to its end. Moreover 1
well begun is half done. Having dc
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well, let us execute the other half with the
same dexterity, if possible,

Had | been writing a play, instead of an
article, | would have contrived to gather the
entire dramatis personae together in the fifth
act, and would have left them at that, | have
always observed that the characters become
extremely self-conscious of their roles at
this stage of the play. Whereas they acted
consistently well in all the preceding acts, they
look very clumsy now, The poor fellow (hero)
I8 discovered to be the inheritor of a vast
fortune - the long lost son of a rich landlord.
The heroine sticks to him like iron filings to the
pole of a magnet. The villain who had been
incorrigibly villainous all through undergoes
a metamorphosis of heart. He forsakes his
past evil deeds and resolves to become good
hereafter. If this does not happen then all of a
sudden he loses all his malicious potency and
stronghold over the hero and is killed by him.
As a wag puts it, it is not the hero who kills

him, it is the fifth act that does the trick.

Since there is no villain to be killed or
improved upon, my task of winding up and
taking leave of you is made all the more
difficult. If our relations had been that of g
recruit and an officer | would have just said
‘dismiss’ and you would have been dismissed
from my presence. Had our relations been
more cordial, say that of two lovers, | would
have kissed you good night. Or, if we did not
have the partition of this magazine between
us we would have shaken hands like civilized
gentlemen; or would have bowed gracefully
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with folded hands saying ‘Nama kar" jik,
polite Hindus; or would have v .ived y
Vida' a la sophisticated Muslims; r woyly

have projected our tongues out like all pioyg
Tibetans. Had | been driving a truck and yqy
were in the vicinity | would have honked yay,
attention to the legend painted at the rear g
my truck: 0.K., BYE-BYE, TA-TA.

Under the current circumstances,
since we cannot observe any of the fore-
mentioned ceremonies, we shall have to
content ourselves with a less formal farewell
| am fascinated with the phenomenon of
antardhyan - a process of vanishing into
thin air popular among the gods of Hindu
pantheon. It is a pity this mysterious device
is not known to us mortals, otherwise | shall
very much like to resort to it at the moment,
for, | suspect, some of you are feeling that the
right time for me to have taken leave of you
was before | launched on writing this silly-go-
round. Well, tastes and ideas differ, and you
are certainly entitled to your own, but don't
you think most of the articles that you read
in magazines these days are no better than
silly-go-rounds? | bluntly told so to a reqular
contributor to magazines. He challenged me
to produce one. Here is my response to his
challenge: a-dotted-line-within-inverted-
commas. | am equally anxious to escape this
silly-go-round, So, Reader, let us run | fore it

I8 too late. Don't look back. Leave it a/ -ne. S0
long! Bye.

Mr. Sush/! Gupta
ftaught in PGDAV College: ' 112-2008)
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AN ENGLISH COCKTAIL

SISTER: Good heavens!
Who art thou, fool?

SIDNEY: I'm Sir Philip :
Sidney, your lover,

BECKETT: Wait, you know
this man?

SISTER: Certainly not|
BECKETT: But he says he's your lover,
SIDNEY: | am falling for her.

SISTER: No, you're not, you psychopathic
scoundrel!

| pray you do not fall in love with me, for |
am falser than vows made in wine.

BECKETT: Show off. (To the sister.)

SIDNEY: You break my heart, oh fair maiden,
| think the time and the emotional upheaval
is correct for a sonnet right now.

Dickens enters.

DICKENS: Wait wait wait, I'm confused right
now. Who's whose lover here?

BECKETT: Now who are you?

DICKENS: (Proudly) | am Charles Dickens.
Father of the modern English novel.

BECKETT: Wow, what a huge dick (dickens
looks at him) ens. (he smiles)

SISTER: What is a novel?

BECKETT: You won't understand.
SISTER: Why? Because I'm a woman?
SIDNEY AND DICKENS: Yes!

SISTER: Preposterous.

DICKENS: Someone please explain wi
happening here.

BECKETT: Why are you so interestec
Everything is meaningless anyway.




DICKENS: I'm observing the society for my
next novel, because historians think that's
what | used to do.

SISTER: What is a novel?

SIDNEY: Lets run away to the countryside
my love.

SISTER: Creep.
SIDNEY: (whispers) | love you.

BECKETT: The society is headed for a
collapse.

DICKENS: Why?
BECKETT: Because everything is

meaningless! Nothing happens, no one
comes, nobody goes, its awful!

DICKENS: What do you mean? I'm confused.

BECKETT: You Victorians were always
confused.

SIDNEY: Confusion is a state of being
experienced by my lover right here, she's
confused about how much she loves me.

SISTER: I'm saying this for the last time, go
away, you dull fool!

DICKENS: She's fiesty, she can be a
character in my novel.

BECKETT: That's Shakespeare’s sister!

DICKENS: Oh really! (to sister) I'm a big fan
of your brother.

SISTER: Why?

DICKENS: Because his works have in< red
50 many

SIDNEY: (starts crying) My life is a tracedy)
DICKENS: See?

SISTER: Oh you dim witted men! Thou
must know my brother wrote nothing but
his name, an works which were writ by me.
Thou idol is false.

BECKETT: You inspire the existentialist in
me.

DICKENS: I'm confused.
BECKETT: Obviously.

SIDNEY: Stella! Oh Stella! | pray thee accept
my love!

SISTER: This is ridiculous. You cry like a girl.

BECKETT: Why is there so much drama?
Why are we here? What is the purpose of all
this? | feel like I'm stuck in time.

RANDOM STUDENT: Of course, you're
stuck in time! All of you are! That's what
being immortal means. These people sitting
right here, our teachers, they are the ones
who keep you alive. They make sure vour

confusions, your questions, your drama and
your love becomes eternal,

Siddharth Verma
BA (Hons| English " inal Year

Humor is such a wonderfu/ thing,

realize what a fool you are but how beautiful
that is at the same time.

helping you

—Lynda Barry




up children is like being in the
ses perpetually...And each
ining than the previous.
ughter after a boy was a
¢ unnerving and astonishing
2. Some critical ideas | had about
preferences and behaviour went
six when, from the tender age of
» children are learning to speak,
er was into lipsticks and uncannily
the difference between various
‘and shades... Many of my lipsticks
| from her Miss-handling. Of course,
rally my daughter would come to me
like a monkey... red faced, red nosed
ssed to kill for the party.

what had me rolling in a laugher storm
my little one’s wise malapropisms...
e are planning to go to Dandruff
ndrum)...and ballet ma'am likes to do
yes (abdominals) and aunties have
for Apollo (polio vaccination). And we
for a haircut to Maggie! (the name of the
 Soop!)

‘saw how my daughter coped in her
2y to the rigorous routine of a big school
‘me strict instructions never to drop
chool as she missed me the :fhué'e;
couldn't study or ‘think straight.” O
picking her up was allowed and i

W
Y

LAVGHTER, STORM

laughter, ‘Fariha is packet
se do biscuit gaayeb hain.’
‘Fariha zuban tumbhari hain
par alfaz kissi aur ke!”

Yes, my boy has grown
up and his question who do
you love best is the world
has become a teenage
boy's conscious, stylised
sentimental questions.

indifference to
But my daughter
still whispers as she dozes off ‘| love you
unlimited.’

Bringing up kids certainly is a humungous
responsibility-from tending to cranky and
sick children to feeling their isolation so
sorely when they say that they were left alone
at lunch breaks. 'l like to sit with the teacher
during lunchbreaks and eat my food mammal’
Or to relive the meaning of stage fright all over
again. ‘She wouldn't dance Mrs Kathpalia. She
was looking so cute but she wouldn’t dance.
She just stood like a statue on the stage. Even
though | went on stage and performed a few
steps, she wouldn't move.’ 'So, you made
your teacher dance to your tune little Annie!
Good for you!” And my little one looks at me
bewildered.

Therefore, | thought of the word Laughter
Storm, A storm of emotions, pain and growing
up angst. As a parent, the worry for the future
of the children their physical and social well-
being. As a parent, once again, the agony of
empathising with one's children’s problems.
It's like being constantly surrounded by a
storm of feelings. And then the comic r
the crazy laughter. The sudden mon
of lightness when all the worries rece
the immediacy of the comedy of I
glimpse this most perfect morme
otherwise imperfect life when this
emotions dissipates in giggles, in 1
crazy humour...in a laughter storm

Ms Jyoti A/



SURVEY

this year too, our editorial team conducted survey,

In this issue, we have attempted to initiate a discussion on the comic elem.ent as il oucheg
the lives of our students everyday. In order to bring to the fore a relevant discussio. aroung
what is humor and its various manifestations, we formulated a questionnaire with the Hjectiye
of finding out the extent to which people still retain the comic in them, vt.rhat are the imits tg
comedy, what is objectionable and what is acceptable. Our online questionnaire reccived an
overwhelming response.

Following are the graphic representations of the responses that helped us in analyzing what
the youth find comic, in real life or on screen.

Section 1—Comedy in Reel Life
1. What type of comedy do you like the most?

Continuing with our unique tradition,

@ Siapsiick Comeady (Mr. Bean)
@ Stand up comedy (Lee Evans)
@ Sitcom (F R.LE.N.D.S)

@ Parody!Spoof (Scary Mowvie)

@ Friends

@ Tarag Mehta ka Ulta Chashm
@ The Simpsons

@® Mr. Bean

@ The Kapil Sharma Show

@ BB Ki Vines
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® Biswa Kalyan Rath
@ Aziz Ansari

@ Russel Peters

@ Kanan Gill

@ Kenny Sebastian
@ Vir Das

@ Bhuvan Bam

@ Kermit the frog
@ Harambe

@ Sarcasm

@ Doge

® Other



5. Mave you ever (check all that apply)

A 43 (38.4%)

B 87 (77.7%)
84 (T5%)

C

70 80

A. Attended a live theatrical comic performance
B. Purchased a comic/joke book
C. Shared youtube links of funny videos

6. What are the qualities of a good comedian?

@ His ability to entail attacks on
people without them realizing it?
(like Russel Peters)

@ Has funny body language (like
Gutthi in The Kapil Sharma Show)

@ Somedbody who can make the
most trivial things humourous (like
Mr. Bean)

@ Somebody who sheds light on
social issues using light hearted
humour (like Superwoman)
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® Barack Obama

@ David Cameroon
@ Lalu Prasad Yadav
® Arvind Kejriwal

@ Donald Trump

@ Other

Section 2Z—Comedy in Real Life

The Oxford dictionary defines a ‘stereotype’ as a “widely held, but fixed and
implified image or idea of a particular type of person or thing”. Which of the

intg instances do you find funny?

@ Men pretending to be homosexual
(Example: Dostana)

@ Men posing as seductresses
{Ritash Deshmukh)

@ Typical, never changing treatment
of AfficanSouth Indian characters

@ Demeaning women (misogyny)
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2. Do you know any ...?

A Racist Jokes

B  Sexist Jokes

C Jokes about 41 [30.8%)

D Jokes about 61 (59.2%)

0 10 0 40 40 50 80 o

. Racist jokes

Sexist jokes

Jokes about homosexuality
Jokes about religion

mEo o ® >

Jokes using obscene language

Rate these jokes according to preference:

75 Ml Good BN Poor [ Didn't Get It
50

25

A B c— O : S

E F
A. My favorite mythical creature? The honest politician,
B. :gt;gf:lﬁeagg :Lafee;:uh:va one thing in common. They should both be changed - ularly,
C :t:'r::Evae rdullar for every girl that found me unattractive, they would eventually, d me
D :«;r;:zr gg:tr::: ‘hlnndes and UFOs have in common? You always hear about th- n but
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€ Today a man knocked on m
, foday @ Yy doo
& e, ;fam:t:rskﬂd for a small donation towards the local
£ | want to die peacefully in m | elling like
F oIV s |

R eserors i hic o v sieep, like my grandfather.. Not screaming and yelling li

w do you respond to the above examples?

@ | find them acceptable
@ | find them funny

@ | find them offensive

@ They should be banned
@ Other

. iﬂll::ﬂnd them offensive, what would you do about it?

@ Ignove il

@ Stop people from telling it

@& Suggest adult supanvision

@ Use any tool (social media of
verbally) to actively protest against
It
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6. Do you think there is a generation gap when it comes 10 comedy?

@ res
P No

7. Examples of adult comedy. Rate them.

B Hiwous Bl Offensivo B Mot Seen I Don Cars
L

adls

Pt Kym Supar Cood Ham Borat Fiutrst, arith barfits
Hum

Section 3—Bridging the Gap?

Do you think the comedy in its various audio-visual forms represents real life?

[ B
® Ho
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Survey Analysis - Comedy of Life

he purpose of the survey was threefold . 1o find '
gl e st ’ ot what
g, where he/she draws the lin betyan .. whist comedy means to a modern-urban

J¢ : rious issues that can be joked about and issues
he " be kept away from the domain of mockery, and most importantly, whether comedy
resent an external source of entertainment, or simply, life, The topic under ' was
ired by observing a seriousness which prevails in our surroundings and made us wonder

he stressful atmosphere has curtailed the comic? Th :
er interesting road of discovery, mic/ The responses we received took us on a

The responses to Comedy in Reel Life-the first part of the survey- clearly reflect the increasing
valence of two ‘cultures’ among the students - the internet and the west. The audience of
glish situational comedy shows, both new and old, has been on a steady rise. The same
resulted in more and more Indians developing similar Indian shows, Another concept very
ch in trend and similarly largely adopted from the west, according to the survey, turns out
be that of stand-up comedy. The increase in number of Indian stand-up comedians, and
tiorms for the same been tremendous over the past few years, The audience for these shows,
dominantly belongs to the same age group as the one that participated in the survey.

e tastes ranged from global to local as reflected by the choice of ‘Friends ‘ as the favourite
medy show and Lalu Prasad as the front runner for comic politician even outdoing professional
ind up comedians in popularity. Sarcasm at its best! The rise in the number of people relating
jarcastic posts, or using sarcasm as a common element in everyday conversation can be
gd to the internet and also the memefication of things. So the rising meme trends indicate a
away from conventional jokes towards more compact and subtle humour.

But wait, before you are suitably impressed by the “clean’ choices of our youth, we offer you
er touchstones!
The second part of the survey titled Comedy in Real Life, questioned students on whether they
itically incorrect jokes, The responses indicated not only a ready plethora of them
e oy Pﬂl'm“_;- With thoughts becoming easier to express under an anonymous internet
£ e on issues ﬁmmw considered un-joke-able have circulated at a tremendous rate.
-;ji Hli ° od on from personal accounts but remain disguised as impersonal. Notice
m.g' mm whigh yai.: forward an obscene joke from your what's app account!
it's 80 m*tﬂ:ﬁﬂh your hands off it. But between the personal and the
it mﬁ ot B‘f'm responsibility ‘ that seems to slip away from our fingers.
d = ! ' ity d re of adult-comedy movies is yet another touchstone.
w , ;@.ﬂm them offensive or acceptable reveals o greater ‘open
e “WwMFM’Ph, whﬂ ware rather hostile to this particular

gl d incessantly cuts averything even ‘mildly 1 through
et Em values include a strong desire to expeorn &ith new
eham, For instance, ‘men posing as seductress’ was | Lo e
b yortion of people also chose misogynist oo o heir

he censor board, we do wonder at the i unse
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ing stage shows; easy cce

popularity of some of the acts by popular Enllvjﬂoad T‘z':sdg c%ul'ﬁe comedy has . wvays Useg
of obscene language whether in jokes or wry Interac | dln we decide if this is ac eptable ;
trivialization and stereotyping to create laughter. How in
society? And who decides what is not?

Is the bridge between the Reel and the Real narrow of ;
'mh?-ﬁ'nﬂnngct with comedy on screen, it was intriguing to find th:t '::;'; ;?k‘:::;ln:r Ste
‘comic incident from their personal lives, most people were rande_re a t' ?Ir_ s . We feze
that there is a surprising lack of the comic perspective when we view our fives. ifF:! i,
points to us as distant figures alienated by a hopelessness towards lite, a personiication of gy
motto, “What difference will it make?” This silence could also mean a fear of expressing one’s
opinion in today’s cyber world, where one post on the social media could also open the gates
to the jail at the worst and moral censuring at the least.

There are more questions than answers with myriad facets to be kept into consideration
before deciding what can be cemented as ‘acceptable’, what can be ‘'mocked’ at and what
simply deserves a lighthearted laugh. Numerous students also remarked that, “life itself is 2
joke" ~ something that makes us wonder whether their journey is tragic or comic!

wide? While people did finc it relatj

- We would consider our endeavor successful if it made you ponder upon and introspect
the implications of your comic choices- why do you find something funny? Is it to accept or 0
ridicule? Can you sportingly take a joke upon yourself?

Editorial Team

I'm a diplomat by nature. | help # 1

‘ : P find the midd)
ground. rc.r_'arclf a joke and use humour to hef,:
;nsthe _patepﬂaﬂr viclous situations quickly. It
gets things in perspective :

pe and helps everyone
to see that things aren’t as bad as they sgem

—Ronnie Wood




REMINISCING CHILDHOOD

own to be the happiest of all s

> . easons. A caterpillar acquire . .
m its surroundings to be piar acquires sl necessary foo

vecome capable of building its cocoon, The beauty of
n ::::; Lna?a:::l:p:‘ﬁs'lﬁ depends on the efforts put in weaving the ﬂﬂﬂ{rﬂﬂ,
*ﬁdu!ts Hinr cnntributeg Wiy » Secure and lm_rmnr!imm childhood go on to mature
' ﬁxparienc PQSItheFv to the society. But sometimes, those with brutal

: es early on in life often end up committing crimes and indulge into

. mE:Et 3'&:13|tlng lhis‘ eventful journey in our lives, we discovered young people
 fr eir hard experiences and celebrating individuality

MEMOIRS OF MY CHILDHOOD

appiness that lies apart,
ess is the best of all.

a kid was not the same-

and pens, flowers and rain!
is the best of all.

2nts are there to nurture us all. heard so loud

dear daddy, missed you all the way For mumma was happy
ugh and | was proud.
were not there to teach me the truth My daddy didn't see me grow at all,

ar daddy, had billions of dreams- For he just knew his daughter was tall.

) engineer, or just a beauty queen! My childhood memories are not the same,
hers’ meeting did mean a lot, | missed him and it gave me pain.

whose dads signed their cards, Cellphone discovery was the best for me-
ine were signed by mumma for all these |, dear daddy, waited desperately

- T For that one ringing sound | heard from far,

| toppled down the staircase hard

and Mumma was so scared, just left the
phone-

But | was sad about the screen that she broke,
For now it was hard to text you dad

At the borders, at night

He lies awake.

So that people can sleep in
their home, all safe,

A thunderous applaud was

ou too, but never said it clear.
leha topped the class

er forehead,
iddy, stared at Mom
| missed you and it was too hard,

‘on Father's day
er? Is the question, they say
hope or sadden my face
lar smile on my face
most caring of all
as the wall.

.. IJIT‘-‘.
- ] -
R T B S F0d 8

Asking you when are you coming bacl
For all those kids | stand today,

Whose fathers are not home on happ
Those are brave hearted kids for sur.
Like me, like them whose daddy is ap o

Atulya Yadav
BA (H} English, Secoind Yeur
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-
~ lwas 11 when they asked us-

~ "What did we want to be"?

In the meticulous loops of my handwriting,
| happened to scribble - “A Tree".
There were some who wanted to be-
a cute polar bear,
others, who simply wanted fancy clips,

- for their braided hair.

The kid sitting beside me thought-

how wonderful it would be if he was born,
as a Doremon!

| couldn’t help but scoff.

As if that four dimensional blue pocket -

had keys to the rooms where the childhood
dreams,

were delicately kept in a satin cloth,
wrapped up from side to side -

so0 that the innocence which resided in its
folds,

could bring these naive fantasies back to life.
As if those keys had an encryption,

to unlock the world,

where the naughty little goblins hid,

while | played hopscotch.

As if, that slimy little fellow could

bottle up those delightful memories like scent,
and each time I'd spray some,

I'll magically be transported to Hogwarts -
where a twist of my wand,

and a twerk of my body,

will let me have a sniff -

of her honeysuckle musk.

| was 11 but | was aware of the odds.

I couldn’t have found content,

with the pinions desiring to plunge me -
into the callous strokes of limitlessness,
while she lay there,

fettered at the extreme corner of his bed,
someday hoping to escape from that
despicable nest.

Infinitude was never my solace.

It couldn’t be,
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INEANT ASPIRATION

| wanted ‘us’ to be
embellished,

in the permanence of the
Grecian leaves,

carved upon the Urn.
Never bidding adieu,

to the beauty of those
bright spring-fields.

| wanted ‘us’ to be the
magnum Opus,

of ‘our’ existence,
surviving the silent blows,
of slow time and disharmony,

blooming amongst the weed of ecstatic hues,

|l was 11 but | knew -

what | wanted to do.

| wanted to splash across my canvass,

the fluorescence of fuchsia,

which hits you straight in your gut

and the flamboyance of crimson,

which rises like a shiver,

from the arc of my spine to the split ends of
my hair,

furtively caressing the back of my legs.

But all | had were the colours of squalor.
The mossy ‘green’,

which grew damp from the tears of her sobs,
poured out into a drink,

the filthy 'brown’ from the furniture,

which bore testimony to her growing shrieks
and the calamitous ‘black’ which oftcn circled
her eyes,

her arms and eventually caught hol

of her neck taking her to a place,

caH.&d Naver-Found-lanﬁ.

So Instead of a majestic landscape,

| decided to paint a Tree,

A tree with no feet to deceit the chil

deluq‘:ﬁng him to believe that firm han !
she tightly clasps onto,
in her times of despair,

{ Fy - -I -:-I-




se to his cause,
the layers of my tough sunburned

at | sought,
s altruism of swinging the kids to

nstellations of stars,

motic potentiality,

1e void growing inside of me.

e life out of those dust covered

sse all | ever wanted was,
k myself up in her arms,
) off to sleep in the eternity of her

sire to escape.
ted was, ‘
in coils like a pair of copulating

nce of her touch, ,
‘the moment on the tip of my

¢ time | kiss her
tv to offer her the breath of

Jasleen Kaur
@A (Hons) English, Final Year

TOO0 SOON

Daddy, | may not be
the same person,
| may not be the perfect
illusion
to society’s mirror,
But remember?
I'm one of your own,
I'm sorry
if | grew up too soon.
Read to me
the Cinderellas and Snow Whites
I'll pretend, like | used to
back in the 20s,
as if everything's alright!
Will you recite that favourite
poem of yours?
Shakespeare, was it?
| remember a line or two
from our strolls in the moors.
Oh and that blue's song,
What did you call it?
“_just like every night has its dawn
every rose has its thorn..”
| remember everything.
Unlike you!
Why did you walk away
s0 soon?
Was it because of the
shame | brought or
the ego which restricted
a father’s hand to a depraved daughter?
Is this how we're conditioned’
Not YOU and ME Daddy!
Read to me, will you Daddy’
The Cinderellas and Snow
Il pretend like | used to...
Back in the 20s.
As if everything's alright.
Shemona Safaya
BA (Hons) English, Fmal Yaar
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CHILDHOOD SOUL

When | was a young girl,
We used to play out in fields of flowers all day
There were chocolates and candy too, .
we used to trade them saying, “from me to you .
My childhood days were golden days.
When | was a young girl,
the whole world was like a pearl,
| want to fly
And touch the sky
Oh! That's all there is in my mind.
My childhood memories rewind
A world full of hopes, love and fantasy.

Small hands want to learn
Big heart refuses to lie
We had good days, we had bad.
This time I'll never forget that we had

Oh! The life of the young ones was such a beautiful spectacle.

We would at the field, happily gaze.

Oh! my soft heart is still aching.
Why does this happen to all?
In childhood | had so many dreams!
Why am | pushing into the dark?
| want to live long as a child
Why my life is taken away?

| want to be a precious little
Princess to my dad ever,
Now | am left alone in reality of life
| can see the rude universe.
| wish everything could reverse!

People say I'll be born as a kid again
Would | be born again?
If so, how long will | have my childhood?
It's such a short period of time
| want to stop it if | could.

An infinite darkness-
| miss my brightness|
Paa, | want to hold your little finger and
want to walk by the seashore,
| want to sleep on your lap once again maa.
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Bhawna
BA (Hons) English First Yee




DOLLS AND DARKESS

jhen | was a little girl, my dolls w
s My friends fight and play, they
jhen | was a little girl, | would ha
he brown bars, the sugar rush,

rwnrrigg about putting on weight!

ould speak to me.
helped me pe freel

ppily eat chocolate,

jhen | was a little girl and saw the world around

nd bliss in the pool, the park and oh yes, therplaygrc}undl
When | was a little girl, | could run and scream and laugh i

{ never mattered what | wore or the dress didn't match n.w.v scarf!

Friends and fa"?'!v were a source of joy, like they are meant to be
But as | grew things changed, | suddenly couldn’t be free
i,atarted to matter what | wore, especially how | looked |

Ho cultured was |, how well behaved :

Could | sing, dance or at least cook?

Why did it happen, | do not know, | am sure no one is to judge,
|don't love them any lesser now, | do not bear a grudge...

But my childhood was my paradise, it let me just be me,
Inhibitions were never a challenge, as | always felt free!

So | ask, each of you, all of you at once,

Those who still have the time, even those who've lost their chance.
What is it that changes, as we all grow?

‘Are all of you too in doubt, is anyone in the know?

What is childhood, nothing but- the paradise of life,

But to get there in the afterlife, is every mortal's strife!

It's wonderful how simple it is, to let the child in you still live.
He will teach you to laugh and love, to share, to care, 10 give!

li a time when the mind is p

The end result doesn’t matter, as much :;5 the 5‘3"‘1} :

“What's in it for me?” a child would hardly worry about.

But would give himself 1o the task at hand. and that is beyond doubt!

: i h your hell!

You wie 1 ise, but make life on eart

The :flts;l:f{; ?::Ig.‘ﬂ::::; unknown, but this is where you dwell!

Sc try and live every day in the likeness m; vo;:t th.

B8that child. cloan and pure, keep 2Way S8

0 not care about the uicedol thﬂ‘f ::i?; tyclm deserve ;rnur due.

e 100 anc elf, + _

5 bold, be different. bzéﬂ?sr:a jive each moment with true worth,
ke every day your P p there, had for you since birth!

ure, there is innocence in the heart,

hat's the plan the Big Man U
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Monica
BA (H] English. Second Year




ODE TO MY OWN

Oh! back on the same road black

| knew it to be gray, everyday

Back and again forth

Travel a wayward course in my mind
No wonder | break bad

Because the chains don't

Trapped fast in my weight on, sapped.
Can't have it now hate both paths
Half passionate,

Half laps running tracks well tracked
By bands of inane souls

How do | fare it when | drown?
Hesitating since | doubt my ability
How do | get up when I'm down?
When a lazy haze abounds

Lazy brain is but a grouch

I'm slouch-encumbered

And | flout, but taut

My spirit in the sounds

Spat giddy since I'm proud

But from within they amount
Itty-bitty paramount

When it pours

And you're out cowed down

Don't be afraid to shout out loud

My name I'll be there

I'll plow down mountains for you
Shade you from foul clouds brewing
Don't pout your mouth

Let's drown out draughts

Playing as a pair we'll prowl round hound
The heinous away

Fail go astray never

Make sure my mate's better

You're mine then I'm

And ever when I'm out cowed down
Aching for aid

May | shout out loud?

You'll be there, should | fear

Or without doubt count on you?

Say will you care?

Share in my dangers

A fair give and take

And drown out draughts
Playing as pair we'll prowl
round hound

Obstacles away

Nay, | do place an untainted
unbreakable faith in you
Raising my fist in the air for
you

(

Winning today | will soar high

To sing this ode

| wrote to my own

Together, both us and never loners
But as a whole push

Up and up

We reach from down below

We'll rise and so will life

If | you bind into one, then we'll thrive
Two's better than one mind

Living today | soar high

To sing this ode

| wrote to my own

Together, both us and never loners
But as a whole push

Up and up

We reach from down below

Heydays welcoming the naysayers betting
different

Hate trains the brave
Makes brain traits fail safe

All of that loving and comforting
Was nothing but a fib

Plundered and gutted
I'm tumbling down..
Could've been me

Who blundered in greed

But suffering troubled I'm lumberin: Ut
When everything is plugged up

And every bit of luck’s up..

And everybody shuts you out

Nobody wants you

Hated then becomes you




HOPE

oL unut cowed dowr

i When | look upon myself
Nout out loud | fesl despair and mr‘;uw
Mnmln: for yourself rnﬂ:h‘:h:;s[tham "
m vaum on mysalf Leaves me empty
W,Il Prowl round houned '
My life is just

8 game to them
And I'm just a pawn,
vou &l | want to rebel,

- | want to survive
But how can | do that
when my soul is gone?

I thought

(| nevar loners | could save the world,

: Save it from

the darkness and shadows,
But all I've done is

e, if | bind you Cast it deeper into an abyss,

A tiny light of hope engulfs me
As | sit by my porch

A beginning of a fire,

And | have to light the torch.

A spark has brought me to my senses
Awakened by a will to survive

I wouldn't let themn

harm anyone | love,

The warrior in me has finally thrived.

/er loners

ysayers betti
it L | swallow down my rage,

And project it with my sword
But what hurt them the maost-
Was a deadly word!
Shaunak Rawat
' Khushboo
BA [H} Sarskri!, Thurd Yea




IHE SHOES, UNWORN!

Thedim light emanates from the pale moon
creeping into the room through the holes of
the loosely sewn blinders; gazing upon the
paraphernalia scattered across the length
of the room with a warm smile. Arranged
in careful disarray are two worn out pairs qf
slippers and a tiny crimson coloured new pair
of shoes; a multi-coloured baby stroller with
a fragile baby comfortably sleeping, a squirrel
and a teddy bear, two sheets of once neat- now
crushed paper balls, a golden fountain pen,
and a pile of faded clothes, illuminated against
the stark blackness walking majestically in the
streets.

In times, when the room flooded
delightfully with the radiance of a small
table-lamp and cheap Chinese ferry lights
decorating the painting - of a picturesque
landscape bordering the Niagara Falls, the
bed used to be in the centre of the room.
Today, the real world seems to have hit them
hard enough to destabilize their lives. The
bed has been shoved against the right wall
opposite which is placed, a television set and
three folding chairs resting in the corner of
the room. However, against these otherwise
bleak environs, the painting refused to
acquiescence to the dismal outer world and
has triumphantly retained its position. The
dirty bed sheet, greasy from one of its corners,
clutches the sides of the bed as if struggling
to hold onto its rightful place. A man and a
woman upon the bed are sleeping with their
backs facing the opposite sides of the room as

if expecting the walls to resolve the staleness
of the air.

Itis half past three, when the wom
up and grabs one end of the bed sheet,
it across the length of her broad
goes 1o the table and picks up the
and smiles as if being transposed i
land. The very next moment,

an gets
drﬂpes
ﬁll'tl‘.'llLIh:I&rs1r
tin'f E‘hﬂﬂﬂ.
O a distant
she mr“

into nothingness and
contemplates. -

“The world is gemnrg
too much with us. Thares:,:
hardly anything to do.
She sighs. l

The man turns aruunld

i the ceiling, a sly
Zamclregsmwly lights up hix:; face :nd he "
“Suppose, all those who've been deag o
this moment were to come back to life *

“Say in the form of zombies?”

“Yes. And then, there happens to be g yy
declared between the living dead and the
dead which are now alive.” His eyes shined
at this bright imaginary prospect, “Thers's
gonna be so much of action, adventure ang
umm....”

“Pandemonium is the word, isn't it?"

“Yeah, an awesomely gore fest of
Pandemonium. It will give us purpose to live.
He straightens himself up and sits on the floor
Very gently, takes the pair of tiny shoes and

shoves it under the darkness of the bed:
the while talking.

“That's the only way to be heroic, Fightand
survive?” her mind wandering to someplact
farther away from the Niagara Falls.

; ”‘D':‘ or die, baby. The zombies are tf‘{i“ﬂ
© 1D our hearts out, eat our puny braifs
sucking the soy| out of our bod =s and runmié

atter Us for our blood, turnin. the cute I
Charlig's choco

r

late facto ito a 0
Puree production famnw,,‘""
int Shakﬂ?“’e's stage me morphoss™?
icturg, 1icrOUS American othic ™

iin:fﬂ. !ﬁtfiguingln Shﬂ §s: o8 ot ':"f .-
ramam'f and uttars*‘*"l‘he “ig Wif“ rE‘-'Ja:n i

L0 The W‘Mﬂsaur a into U~
e ;.;‘l;._,.._ o -."-:-..."“




8 silence for a while In the
d, rhythmic breathings of the baby

g the flights of his fantasy, he
v Tonight, let’s play thig game where
end to be a superhero, say, Batman,
8 way too ambitious and optimistic,

simagine our world is under the attack
IpBrnatural creatures, |et's construct
M parallel world. A world inhabited by

o

h,no, let's justgo offto sleep, It's stupid.
got a submission and | need
At the slightest mention of work,
en have a peculiar combination
and anger, a rekindled fire being
) life with the tapping of feet and
fingers.

zzled she speaks, “How can you be this
I calm and composed.”
miles and begins sincerely, as if
ining the wonders of Archimedes’
8 to an ingenuous child, “Well, it's
nple really. I'll tell you a story, about
Princess who was being forced by
) marry someone she didn't love,
now, because of their crude political
. You know what her mother told

story, shouldn't you be the

d her to become the Queen

T [
...........

only twist the circumstances and help your:

by growing fond of it or start anew, whic!
usually doesn't happen. Concentrate on its
pretty, shiny furs or the way it emits love and
warmth as it starts licking your face or the way
it sits through your mad gibberish complaints
giving you the comfort of understanding your
state, any one thing you know. Then, evade

the rest”, with this he closes his eyes and lies
back prostrate.

Unable to accept such a compromising
ending, she murmurs, “It can't be the only
way to deal with all the ugliness in one’s life.*

Confidently he reinstates, “No, it isn't the
best way but the only way that has helped
me so far. Look, it's difficult to do this but |
don’t know any other. You cannot take away
the stink from a dog’s shit, can you? All you
can do is either sit like a mannequin or get up
be human enough to make an effort and try to
clean it. It's only when you fail to do SO, you go
onto the next alternative covering your nose,
Throughout this process the only thing you
need to keep in mind is the word ‘smile’. My
dad used to sing a song, you know? With an
animated expression, he would start singing-

‘Smile through it all, through winters or
through fog.

Never trust St Pauls, God's not gonna
come and do it all.’

“Although this was his happy song, |
couldn't help but notice this general sense
of helplessness. No, we don't belong to a
race of helpless creatures. We have the most
precious gift of all times- our i nagination!”

In & not so sulky tone she cries, “Well, |
think it’ll be fun. It's the only way it rid of
this drudgery. Let's start our o e ¢ant
bear seeing the look of disappoint 3




She gropes under the bed, finds the shiny
pair of shoes, goes to the window with her
eyes closed, takes a deep breath, loosens her
hold and lets it go.

The next moment, crawling up to his side
of the bed, she holds his nose and says, “After
all that's the only sane thing in this ridiculous
world."

With an elevating enthusiasm he holds her
face in his hands and brings it closer to his,

And she whispers, “We can't live in the
mountains, we can't live out at sea

IN THE AGE OF WRITING...

“What's in a name? that which we call a
rose

By any other name would smell as sweet.”
William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet

We are living in the age of writing. Each
generation attempts to outdo the previous
one to name itself. The desperation for naming
the age has thoroughly remained consistent.
| write this little piece in the backdrop of the
same desperate attempt to name the age we
live in. As it is difficult to escape one's own
experience while measuring or evaluating
something, | have also failed to remain
unaffected in the formation of my articulation,
Thus, | write this small piece after going
through the same experience, the experience
of writing and the experience of teaching about
writing and other ways which form the identity
of ‘Media’. In our age, Media has ceased to
be just the plural of the word medium. Rather,
it has created its own identity. We are all
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Where oh, where oh, my love,
Shall | come to thee?”

To which he replies, “Then come to 11 i
dreams, my love. | will not ask a dearer b, g "
With the dawn of the day, the crin op
coloured morning light falls upon the Goloan

fountain pen lying in the pram making it gle
like the sun.

Jasleen Kaur
BA [H) English, Final ‘Yaar

defined within this frame.
This has created another
age of experience. This age
has to be understood and
rationalized in a profound
manner. This age has to
be named to comprehend
it. Naming of the age has
become urgent.

Naming of an object is the ultimate
knowledge. All forms of knowledge can
be briefly understood as the knowledge
of naming objects. The philosophy of the

language is actually the philosophy of naming.
The philosophy of knowledge is to unde - tind
the process of naming. Interestingly, + ing
is arbitrary, so says the basic scic of

language. It is arbitrary as signifi. ind

signified.

{ to
ant

Well, it is a complex process. | in
refer to the arbitrariness only becauso |
to understand the culture of naming.




gumh known by s certaln
,When the process of naming i delayad

mcmﬂuﬂhg due to convergence
yltiple emergence of ideas, it is na o
ansition’. Any transition - phase s very

Lo

sting, as it opens lots of gps

ideas. Almost all ideas get a :h:ﬁ:af?c:
inate in the age of transition. Since all
prations have endeavored to name their
trying to trace some logic behind i,
gfore | should also venture out to name
age we are living in.

All of us acknowledge, unhesitatingly,
boom of science and technology around
iworld. This sudden boom has convinced
iy of us to believe that we are in ‘the age of
inology’. We use this name in the parlance
veryday conversation. We have all seen

s of technology quite closely in our
thus we are in a hurry to agree with this
. Well, | beg to differ with this opinion.

ly difference of opinion might come as
rprise to many, but | strongly stick to
own ways of processing our age. | don't
d in denial of the fact that this age cannot
amed as the age of technology. Rather,
nk that technological advancement after
ndustrial revolution has transcended the

surprises. In fact, we have come 10
: g ' in the age

s cossible
that anything 1s PO it is owing

ne science  where male and

But my disagreement with this naming is
not empty. It comes with an option to name
the age. | would like to call this age as ‘the
age of writing’, We are living in the age of
writing when the highest number of people
are involved in writing. | see almost everyone
18 writing, Writing has been understood as
a sublime experience. Writing was, until
now, the symbol of sublimity. In the past,
not everyone wrote, The reasons for that
may have been several. Lack of publication
may have been one of the most important,
discouraging many people from writing,

Interestingly, that fear is meted out after
the emergence of social media. | believe that
everyone is communicating. The main feature
of such communication is that it is happening
through writing. People are writing without
any qualms. They are free while writing. They
are writing and responding to persons even
abroad. They agree and disagree with each
other.

In the age of writing, the form of global
knowledge has entirely changed. It totally
allows and mandates the culture of writing.
The aesthetics of the culture of writing is that
it happens in the form of spontaneity. Where
on one hand it has connected people, on the
other hand it surreptitiously encourages them
towrite. Writing is the sole mark of engagement
with some ideas. Such engagement may not
be serious enough, but it is more than enough
to go through the trope of understanding

someone.

Mr Dharmaraj Kumar
rerit of Erglish




KING A CASE FOR LITERATURE IN THE 21ST CENTUT Y

There have been great that did not use the
heel, but there have been no societies that
' nmtal! stories. (Ursula K. LeGuin)

Many years ago, at my first interview for
the job of a lecturer in English literature, | was
asked to comment on the validity of including
literature as a course in the university
curriculum. | said then, as | maintain now, that
literature is life in as much that it is the record
of every single aspect of human existence
and that to do away with literature from the
curriculum would be to omit the most vital
part of a complete education.

Most aspiring students of literature,
particularly English literature, approach it
more for the sheer snobbery of studying what
is commonly perceived as an elite course;
and also because of the wide spread belief
that a literature course consists of 'stories’,
which of course, will not demand as grueling
an academic rigour as Economics or Math or
Physics. Consequently, the most frequently
cited reason for choosing this courseisthatthey
love reading- books, novels, even newspapers
and magazines, While this in itself is laudable,
being the starting point of a long journey, it is
necessary to emphasise that a literature course
is not just stories, but a constant attempt to
analyse, understand, sensitize and sympathise
with works that begin with the dawn of history
and are valuable archives of human life and
endeavor down the ages.

The times we live in are obsessed with the
commerce of consumerism and materialism.
This fanatical preoccupation is visible in the
choice of subjects in current fashion with
students the world over. If the seventies
was the age of advertising, the eighties
of journalism, the nineties of the boom in
Information Technology, then the beginning
of the 21st century surely is the age of
commerce, with its allied stress on the MBA.
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No sane person proposes or
has ever proposed an entirely
utilitarian, production-oriented
view of human purpose. We
cannot merely produce goods
and services as efficiently
as we can, sell them to each
other as cheaply as possible,
and die. Some idea of symbolic purpose, of
pleasure-seeking rather than rent-seeking, of
Doing Something Else, is essential to human
existence. Most of us do have a basic instingt
that makes us want to read, and almost all of
us like a good story. Why study literature ag
an academic discipline then, when the sheer
pleasure of reading a book or hearing a tale
well told is enough justification? If we are
content with merely watching the seasons
change from spring to summer, or an apple
dropping on our head, or salt dissolving in
water, or a man begging, or countries going to
war, or the perfect symmetry of a snowflake, of
the bustle of a marketplace without wondering
how and why, then we have no reason to study
Geography, Astronomy, Physics, Chemistry,
Sociology, Economics, History, Geometry of
Commerce either. Yet, these branches of study
help us to process the information scattered
around us, to make sense of the myriad
inflections of the natural and man-made world

we live in. They learn from the past, ar - /yse thé.
present and predict the future, It is 1/ samé
thing with literature. Only, literature s $0
covertly, symbolically, nuancing its | Quage

in such a way that a hundred readers
a hundred meanings from the same

A student of literature learns more
other branches of study through th
of a single text than a student of
branch, and that too with such en,
Take for example a novel like Jane /
Pride and Prejudice. Anyone who has 1.0 the
novel will know that it is a brilliant record
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§ a complete human being. It sensitiz:
Us to difference, it makes us aware of realitic-
:’-;’::Er' thf.n our own, It provides an insight into

motives that propel human existence
Instead of merely answering the ‘how’ and
the ‘what' it tries to delve into the “why’, It
nffn‘arsl a picture of a world that we may never
VISI in reality, either because it's too far or
inaccessible or simply because it exists only in
the mind. It encourages introspection. It makes
one think in perspective, in relative rather
than absolute terms. Unlike Math, Chemistry
or Physics, there are no givens in Literature.
Unlike the calculations of commerce that
work on statistics, trends, and profit, literature
engages the heart. Literature and society exist
in a symbiotic relationship, each depending
on the other for continuity, sustenance, and
support. Literary theories derive their validity

from the social, political, economic tenor of
the times.

Most branches of study find their validity
either in their permanent, fixed identities, like
the pure sciences; or in protean theories that
change with the changing times, like commerce
or social sciences. Literature is the only branch
of study that thrives both on permanence and
change. It reflects eternal truths and universal
emotions, and yet finds newer ways to
express them depending on where, when and
by whom it 15 written. This says a lot about
the eternal variety of a branch that lends itself
again and again to fresh interpretation, such
that each era and each generation of readers
can derive meaning from it.

Literature makes us question ‘accepted’
knowledge. Human progress often results
from the rejection of assumed 'facts’. The
difficulty lies in spotting our own unexaminad
assumptions. The more ideas we expose
ourselves to, the more of our own assumptions
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we can question and either discard, or base our
lives on. Literature is a tool of self-examination.
We see our own personalities, habits, Of
assumptions in literature. While our ego
defense systems help us avoid self-scrutiny
and ignore others’ observations or reactions
to us, literature serves as a mirror, revealing us
to ourselves in all our naked defenselessness.
Writers peer into the keyhole of the human
heart and tell what they see without apology.

Literature makes us explore ethical
complexities. It forces readers to challenge
their simplistic ethical conceptions and
sometimes their outright condemnation
of others’ actions. It helps to refine our
judgment. This involves several aspects of
reading: exposure to new ideas and new
ways of looking at old assumptions, expanded
vocabulary and understanding, and improved
ability to write. Altogether, these benefits
refine our ability to think, and thus guide us
toward informed, mature judgment. It enables
us to learn to support our points of view and
trust our own interpretations. When we build a
solid case in support of our opinion, we build
self-confidence in our own interpretations of
language itself.

Why English Literature?

The reason for studying English Literature
as a discipline will become clearer if we
understand that what we study in English
Departments today is not really English with
a capital ‘E’ but rather English with a small ‘e’;
which is to say, the post-colonial contemporary
world no longer subscribes to the view that
English literature refers only to that which has
been written in England by British writers. As
English becomes the most widely spoken and
understood language the world over and also
in a sense, the language of power, literatures
written in other ‘englishes’ such as Indian,
American, Canadian, African, Caribbean etc,
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. rrency and canonical sy

g gamf’a;:;gatad' and ‘appropriate.; .
They have ‘abrCe ™\ Grifith's terms .o,
use Ashcroft, Tfff"} an : oINS from
the seminal work The Empire Writes g
English with a capital E. By juxtaposing wrg
and expressions from their HWI‘I"ianguc.gﬁsp
and a grammatical style more suited to g,
usage with English, they have expressed thay
unique cultural experiences. This has algg
enabled them to be ECFEEEINE to a larger
reading public. Also, literature in English
translation, which was always a part of the
English curriculum in universities across the
world (think of Greek, Latin and much other
European literature) has now gained currency
to include, in translation, works composed in
Sanskrit, Hindi, other Indian vernaculars, Urdy,
and world languages. In studying English
literature, we now study the literatures of the
world. Think of the possibilities of knowledge
inherent in this potent fact.

The fact that literature makes us more
hurman, and sharper, more sensitive ones at
that, is not the only reason to study it as ana
academic discipline. Its scope as a profession
is today is virtually limitless. One can become
a teacher, which is obvious, and spread the
passion for books to other like-minded and
willing individuals. In addition, one can také
up. prealive writing, journalism, advertising
Ed“f”"g and publishing, theatre, television
radio, the print media, tourism and travél
law, the Civil services, Hu an Resourc
development, translation and nterpretaliof
social work, basically anythin that involves
a gift for language, the ability  express &
communicate effectively anc a necessd
sensitivity and sympathy tow.ds another®
point of view; all of which one will have lea™
s a student of literature.
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be bas ne Ee mically motivated
marriages forced by the families demonstrate
the disastrous consequences as men start
seeing other ladies than their wives in order
to find love.

3. Stereotypes in Victorian Era

Poor were considered as criminals.
Clothing was an indicator of identity. Women
were supposed to marry. No profession was

open for them.
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5. Mentality of Rich towards poor in Victorian
Times

The attitude of wealthy towards poor in
Victorian Era is summed up in a verse:

The rich man in his cattle
The poor man at his gate
God made them high and lowly
and ordered their estate,

6. Street Life

19th century cities were dirty, unsanitary
and overcrowded. Streets were often
unpaved. Water was procured from streams,
wells, stand pipes, often polluted by human
waste. All helped spread disease.,

7. Marshalsea Prison

TheMarshalsea(1373-1842)wasanotorious
prison in Southwark (now London), just south
of the river Thames. It housed a variety of
prisoners over the centuries, including men

—J‘.—-
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accused of crimes at sea and political figures
charged with sedition, but it became known in
particular, for its incarceration of the poorest
of London's debtors, Over half the population
of England's prison in the 18th century were in
jail because of debt,

8. Crime and the Punishment in the 19th

century

The Victorians were very worried about
the rise of the crime level that rose sharply

towards the end of the 18th ntury and
continued to rise through mu the 19th
century, Offences went up from . bout 5,000
per year in 18,00 to about 20,000 per year in
1840.

Transportation was an  alternative

punishment to hanging. Convicted criminals
were transported to the colonies to serve their
prison sentences.

Priya, Amit Prajapati,

Dinesh, Daksh, Amrik
BA (Prag.) Second Year
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“A recipe has no soul, As a cook
bring soul to the recipe.” ok, one must

Thomas Keller

Everyone who has ever Bt eadod Auditi
"Follow your bliss.” A true bet.é«jéf{' said, S R L
sphorism, Mirvaan Vinayak, a fir _f‘f the  when the audit o Nt s
sudent of BA Program made it to thpli R s Unlike the Gther
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Preston. At the age of 19, he won a chef coat in I-I.r e i e
the Australia challenge, cooking a non native sty [ f!:r. | J+ i !!;'I'. s
V appointed because o1 g T
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FE”EQE Rudra, and often, he could be seen I1|--'.!-*'_:.;'r-"'- 'r:';- % A
imparting acting skills to his colleagues on the - _ ‘
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#NotjustAHobbyEE & families to TJf [Iu;-.'T‘ :kljr '-I‘r
dicdn't wani 1o Wi, | just wanteqa 1o :.,-*_-
television. When the treats like foreigr

and meelung ¢
newer milestones an
them.” TI

Raj Studi
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Born an attent
the attention he regu
populace. For his fellov
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BA [Hons) Eng!
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BLAME

What if my heart ceases 10 beat?

Will you still hold any grudges, pain got inﬂectedl.
Out of nowhere or maybe out of human tendencies.
Yes, | am a girl and soon will not be anymore,

Yes, | have cravings and soon will not have any.

| owned my body, that's what | believed until

The society showed me the darker side.

With emotions that ran high,

| chose not to let my heart beat, because | own it.

You were least interested in acknowledging my absence,

Glad enough to save some penny that your society forced you to save!
You promised to give me wings Maa, how glad | was! :
With all your warmth only to realize that the wings only belonged to the superior sex,
What if | tell you (for the last time) that | am the reflection of your love, @ reflection of your mother
And also of your idol whom you're devoted to!

You hated when | bled,

You hated when | tried to free myself.

You frowned when | felt like flying with the same wings,
Only to realize that those wings have long been clipped!

Yes. of course, because | know | didn't belong to that fair sex.
You prayed for a prefty partner, you got one.

Blessed with a pretty soul was a bonus, | theught,

instead, | was expected to be vulnerable,

Vulnerable to the hounds lurking outside my doorsteps.
Those hounds have nothing to do with me though.

Nature made me to fall in love,

Love which | always craved for,

Love which | always wanted from you, but got from him.
Affection which neither you nor your society approved.
Victimizing for sheltering my rattled soul

All those tortures, all those marks, all those scars made me write this
| hope that you'll change, but perhaps I'd not be there to witness the same!
Heart ceases to beat, with one last beat | manage to say

No matter where | go heaven or hell, | pra
p ' y to He - who m
Let us die and places turn, then you'd realize ade you and me,

How | deserved to be wrapped.

Till then, serve your solid mirage of the
, Ser goddess,
Only you missed to serve the living one!

Kshitil K95,
BSe (H) Computer Sciance S
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Bt the one inside s
wrenching me!

| might go insane,

Better than being sane..
The beeping of the machine
gave me hope.

Your pale body looks so frail,
Lighter than a pail

To hear your ringing laugh,
| pray yet again.

Three days flew by,

And still | wait for you to open your eyes
The unspoken thoughts cross my mind

The white corridor wasn't kind anymore

The dawn broke, but the sun started setting,
| couldn’t see it anymore.

Seeing you in pieces,

| couldn’t be whole

The glass door separating us,

Couldn’t be more vile

Chances were slighter than a fading rainbow,
Still wishing for a miracle

| wish, you were here,

And, | could be cajoled

| couldn't pray anymore!

S. Bhavasudha
BA(Hons) English, Third Year
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WINDOWS

On a cold, cold night,

A Man is looking for shelter,

It's the era more ancient than time,
when Man is just a stone-pelter.
Why must he look for caves?

Why must he not stay steady?

Why must he keep moving?

Why must he never be ready?

For a storm or an earthquake;

So he builds a house with stones,
Erects four walls around him,

Then he looks up and moans.

There is no roof,

His head is still unprotected,

So after a few more laborious hours,
He has a complete home, he is respected.
Not by everyone though,

The early woman needs some air,

She suffocates and then suffocates him all
day,

So finally he builds some windows in his lair.
The windows are great,

He can be outside and inside at the same time,
He's safe and adventurous,

He's the father of mankind.

Fast forward a few eras,

Man suffocates again,
By the limits set by nature
for him,

He does now what he did
then.

Builds windows and looks
through them,

The world visible from his home,

He is proud of the feat he has achieved,
it took one day, and he has built Rome.
But he still has to go out,

In a world that is becoming small,

Yet it's the same size,

He's stuck inside nature's walls.

So he devises a plan,

He'll carry the windows, everywhere he goes,
Feel big and powerful,

Because that's all he knows.

But the suffocation is still there,

Though he breathes a lot,

He fails to see what has always happened,
There is one thing that he forgot

Where there are windows,

There will always be walls,

The reason he keeps building Ro

Is that everytime he builds it, it fa

Siddl
BA (Hons] Er

‘h Verma
1 Final Year

fean't go on, I'll go on.

—Samuel Beckett
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can't be compare om
For the best music

in this world

can't be compared to silence
For all desires met can't be
compared to desirelessness
For all dreams can't be
compared to awakening

With every arousal and passing away
Since nothing in this world is permanent
There is wisdom to live life

As propounded by Lord Buddha

To stay unperturbed, untouched,

To stay regulated, disciplined

Between these two extremes

This divine path practiced by sages
Leaves you calm, in state of bliss
Makes yvou happy and content
Enlightens you, empowers you

To the stage of Nirvana

When all your desires are fulfilled
When all your expectations are met
When all your sufferings end

When all your goals are achieved
When all your doubts are removed
When all your debts are cleared
When all your responsibilities are over

Then you walk on this middle path

Ar Varun Bhushan
nariment of Economics




FINDING LOVE

~ Atany one point of time in our lives, we all
fall in love; truly, deeply and madly. The views
of women and men may differ about how
love is expressed. From Harvey's description.
women are seen as nurturers and men as
mmldom When | think of love, it is hard to
narrow this complex subject into a quick and
simple answer because of the many different
kinds of love; a crush, an infatuation, a soul
mate and love occurring out of lust. When |
was growing up, | was always told that there is
someone in this beautiful world for everyone
and | never seemed to believe it. My heart
had been broken by a guy | thought | loved,
so | thought true love could not be real. Yet,
| saw myself dreaming of a relationship, like |
saw in the movies. | took emotional refuge in
them. With the perfect couple walking by the
ocean together, holding hands so tight that
there were no spaces between their fingers,
kissing under the moonlight, | always thought
to myself, “When will | find love like this?"

The search for true love became important
for me because | didn't want to be alone, |
wanted someone to fill the emptiness within
me, to complete me, to make me feel safe
and secure. | have seen people who are hurt,
confused and frustrated, all because of their
perception of being lonely and without love in
their life. As a result of this, their efforts reek
of desperate anxiety and they willingly resort
to matchmaking companies, dating services,
hundreds and hundreds of blind dates, only to
find themselves alone and without love, after
having invested so much time and money into
such pursuits, It is said that when we love,
we always tend to suffer, but my question is,
doesn’t everything in our life make us suffer?
Doesn't it all depend on our perception?

If our premise is wrong, our conclusion

will be wrong because, where we end up
~will depend on where we begin. Thus to

lova from somaone
nead to love
ourselves. This isn't aboul
convineing oursalves that,
“ am good looking”, Of
rely on what we like ﬂnhuu_!
our physiognomy. Rather it
is to know about ourselves
as a complete being.

It is clear that the need to feel loved occurs
from self-consciousness; a conscious decision
to let go of the past and be happy with what
we have so that we are ready for the beauty
that the future might entail. | now tell mysalf,
nobody “abandoned” me or left me alone, they
taught me to seek within instead of looking
outside. The person | loved once facilitated
my discovery of who | am and spurred me
to my own liberation. Also, when we give
someone else the responsibility to make us
happy, we can no longer see ourselves and
others as the true expressions of love that
we are. Our relationship becomes shallow
and controlling. We see them as a band-aid
for our own wounds. Have we ever tried to
understand “space” and “communication”?

1 These are some relationship basics,
important in any relationship that matters. |
still like to believe love is like a fairy tale, we
all want to have our own stories, our very
own “fairy tales”. We all want to fall in love
because it gives us joy, but love hurts 100.

get g
alse, we first

Just like learning, discovering, -owing I
part of love, so is getting hurt. e beauty
about finding love is that we all | - we all

fall in love, but only a few grow ir  vareness
and wisdom. We should ?mt dis antle our
heart _after falling in love once. | ve keeps
hap;r:nnt_ng until we find the right . rson, and
that's the joyous part of love, findin it

Khushboo
BA (H) Sanskrit, Third Yool
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The Mughals (15628-1¢
were great Patrons  of
and architecture 40 the art
of book Painting under therm
reached its zenith in the 171h
eentury: Emperors  Akbar,
Jahangir  and Shahjahan

- had well organise :
o d ateliers
where hundreds of painters, embellishers

drawn from diverse parts of India and Central
Asian lands trained and worked, Mughal
- painting, while being indebted to its Persian
and pre-Mughal antecedents went through a
mutation of forms in the Mughal ateliers. The
- school’'s emphasis on naturalism of forms and

its associated genre of real life portraiture was
- actually quite path breaking in India’s pictorial
history, defying all conventional codes of
representation. This was something which
‘was never attempted before, and certainly not
- under the aegis of any Islamicate court.

~ This characteristic mutation of forms
happened because of a number of factors:
involved imperial patronage and the needh to
use visual sources as tools for legitimisation
~ of the emerging empire. To these were added
the factor of ‘influences’ from E_urﬂpe, as the
'Hﬁgﬁa! court constantly received western
prints, woodcuts and lithographs, which
 served as sample books . However, the non-
~ discursive alone would not hav;& Fr?duce;
 these images had not a characteristic "way

seeing’ the world not formed the discursive.
" The discursive or the episteme in the Mugha

‘world comprised the eclectic world of Sufism,
ll'-lﬁ similarities Wi'th the
tic and Bhakti tradition. i)
otaric speculation, derived large!
' “ohers, the filasuf 1;1:
! 1‘.].2- o 3 o "m i |
| i iﬁt T, m i ;
o 1191) and tbn al-Arabi
slamic lands had made a
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indigenous.

IND MUGHAL PAINTING

sirang impact on the Mughal court, beginning
with the establishment of the Delhi Sultanate
(1206) when Sufis of the Chishti order had
established themselves in Delhi and adjoining
areas, The bent of the court towards the Sufi
mystical has been extensively worked out by
scholars. Sufi works, both poetry and prose
were prized possessions of the rulers, who
themselves practised the path of pantheism,
as seen in Akbar's policy of Sulh-ikul (absolute
peace). Shaikh Abu'l Fazl in Alini-Akbari, the
imperial gazetteer of Akbar’s reign, while
documenting the inventory of the books that
were kept in the imperial library records the
presence of the great Sufi works of the times like
the masnavis of Nizami, works of Amir Khusrau,
Shara Maneri, Maulana Jami, Masnavi-iManavi
of Jalal al-Din Rumi, Sa'di’'sGulistan and Bustan,
besides other works of masters like Khagani,
Anwari and Hafiz,

The influence of pantheistic thinkers at
the court like that of Abu’lFazl and his family,
Shaikh Yaqub Sarfi of Kashmir, Shah Amuli and
later those of Mian Mir, Khwaja Khurd, Shaikh
llahabadi and Mullah Shah, the preceptor of
Prince Dara Shikoh and Princess Jahanara
Begum during the reign of Shahjahan outlines
the dominant cultural code of the times.
Leading court poets, Naziri, 'Urfi, Faizi, Khan-
iKhanan, Zahuri and later Talib-iAmuli and Abu
Talib Kalim from the court of Shahjahan, were
all imbued with Sufi esoterism. Jahangir's
predilection for Sufis and yogis, the puritan
Aurangzeb, not being hostile to them either,
and his daughter 7 Nisa penning Sufi

verses underlined ltural ethos of the
times. The Mugh: frequent visits
to great Sufi shrine: haikhs Muin al-Din

Chighti, Qutub al-Din Coonar Kaki, Nizam al-
Din Auliya further outlined ihair eclectic bent.

This Sufi esoterism was juxtsaposed with
an equally high eclecticism of the indigenous



Bhakti saint tradition and the Nath Yogic
cult from the world of the common man.
Prince Dara Shikoh's writings and Jahangir's
utterences bring out the reconciliation
between Vedantic philosophy and Sufism.
Interestingly a painting in the Victoria and
Albert Museum, London.embodies this
concept in the allegorical theme of the
‘Gathering of Sufis and Yogis'.

The Sufis speculated
universalistic terms, in a
cosmological framework, |]
devoid of all dogma. Their
metaphysics  diminished |
the importance of Shari'a [
Islam for truth is universal &
and if on the level of
politics it meant a more |
liberal Mughal regime, in ‘§
cultural terms it meant the
human image becoming .
more secular, and in g
technical visual terms it {8k
meant figures becoming 3
more corporal being
drawn from life. Mughal "
painting was a product of {§
this eclectic world, with its .
emphasis on portraiture i

in

the world

by the Mughal rulers and they wer: eir mogt
prized possessions, as document: | by thejr
inscriptional notes. Hindu gnostic works like

the yogic treatise Amrita Kunda as well were
translated (as Hauzul-Hayat), as were the
works, Rajkunwarand Jog Bashishth, which
were illustrated.

Visually the general tenor of the times
can also be comprehended by the depiction
of Sufis, dervishes and ascetics in Mughal

painting. The reign of
Akbar abounds in the
depiction of kanphata

vogis (split eared ascetics)
of the Shaivite Gorakhnath
sect, who are set in idyllic
settings. They continued
to be painted in later
Mughal painting at Delhi
as well. Shahjahan's atelier
. is especially marked by
paintings of discoursing
Sufis and Hindu ascetics,
done with utmost realism,
| using the  European
technique of chiaroscuro.
And these come at a time
when the most formal

; | court paintings of the

done from life. Padshahnama (the official
The influence of Sufi | EEEESSSEESS.. ™~ BB history of the | ign) were
doctrines in the larger A Gathering af Sufis and Ascetis, C. 1590, being paintec at Agral
cultural domain did not sl ol o i Shahjahanaba ' as well.
only steer the fate of Mughal painting in The contrast between these i types of

formal terms but it also meant that the Mughal
repertoire frequently records the illustration
of Sufi works like Sa'di's Bustan, Gulistan,
Khamsa-iNizami,Diwan-i Hafiz, works of Jami
ete. Calligraphically written gita’ (extracts) from
the writings of these great masters always
accompanied almost all Mughal painting.
Ilustrated Sufi works were often sent as gifts
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paintings is so well marked that onc wonders
if the same atelier would have produced them.

In this genre, the favoured themes of the
Mughal artists were gathering of discoursing
sufis, dervishes and ascetics under the night
sky, The Prince and the Hermit, sufis offering
globes to the Emperors,Aged Dervishes,
besides the portraits of Sufi saints of the
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times. Contemporary saj ;

ml'ﬂ paintad in %Eirmﬁg:i?lj::::kh '!I:’rtl'ﬂrll
preceptors MUFlah Shah, Mian Mu f{.!”;
-wﬂliﬂnd Shaikh Hussain Jami appe',ir‘e vah
in full size portrait studies. Many of th;.,,_;:ﬂ:
autographed by the emperors themsewéﬁ l:|I:;
the one of Shah Dawlat in the Chester Beatty
__gu_ll&ct.mn, Dublin. This picture of the éaini
living in Lahore is autographed and identified
by Shahjahan himself.
The emperor twice more
autographed two pictures
of unknown dervishes
leading a bear and a lion
respectively to be works
of his painters,Govardhan
and Padarath.

However, what  is
interesting is that not only
living saints but even the
dead masters were often
depicted. Needless to say
this was done to associate
Mughal rulership  with
‘the beneficence of the
past great sufi masters
by way of legitimisation.
Unknown Sufis occupy
the dado of the walls of
the Jharokha throne of the
Padshahnama miniatures,
offering the rulership of
the world to the emperor
seated on top.

The Mughal artists Govardhan and Payag,

e Jahangir and Shahjahan
.awurkigﬂyunpﬁ:ﬂad discoursing Sufis and

e e

ey A waell known example is inthe
Mwﬁh%lﬂﬁun, Delhi (gathering
_eufis (c.1650), Two Sufis

-5 at Night (1 650-60) are
orks. Shahjahan ina

" Babsr visits the Sufi Shrines in Delhi, 1590/91
from the Babarnama, British Library, London

agroup scene from the Indian Museum, Kolkata
collection is shown witnessing an ecstatic

dancing and singing party{sama’) of Sufis and
dervishes.

The theme of The Prince and the Hermit
was frequently painted in all Persianate lands.
The scene describes the visit of a royal to the
hermit of a sage, often a Sufi. Both Akbar and
Jahangir's reign record this theme. There
are atleast two versions
of Jahangir visiting Sage
Jadrup, who lived in the
vicinity of Ujjain. However,
its most celebrated version
in Mughal India is the
depiction of the real life
episode of Prince Dara
Shikoh's visit to a sage
(c.1640). The heir apparent
in maost of these examples
is shown conversing

in

the company of sages
of the times in calm
surroundings, often

accompanied by music. In
some of these examples,
Dara is shown pensively
looking at the sage with
folded hands, whois seated
under a tree. A low rising
hillock forms the backdrop
with a third figure of a
sician seated between
Heligious discourse,
was what was

he sages

Tl
the two protagonisi
accompanied by
expected in this 11

The reign of Shah. specially abounds
in representations of Sufis and ascetics.
The shift of the Mughal capital from Agra to
Shahjahanbad-Delhi, built 1639-48, must have
provided the right backdrop to further explore
this theme, the first stage of which was set



at the court in Agra. Delhi had been a site of
various historical formations since ancient
times when Shahjahan decided to make it his
capital. For over four centuries (1193-1639),
it was a foremost centre of political power of
South Asian Islam. During this period, the city
had emerged not only as a bastion of juridical
Islam but as a stronghold of Sufism as well.
As a key centre of medieval Sufism, the
popular face of Islam,
the city was dotted with
khangas, dargahs and
tombs of Sufi saints.
It was truly a city of
dervishes and ascetics
and Mughal emperors
had been visiting its
various Sufi shrines.
Against this background
it is not surprising that

Shahjahan selected
Delhi, already a
flourishing spiritual
centre as his seat of
power.

It was in this city
of Sufis, when the
most formal scenes
of the Padshahnama
were being painted,

that the Mughal artists
wWere experimenting
depicting the life of the common man. With
the coming of genre per se at this time there
was a profusion of studies of these Sufis
and ascetics, some of them unknown. In the
peripatetic world of the Mughals, the city of
dervishes could steer the content of Mughal
painting. Religious celebrations at the Sufi
shrines of Delhi comprised the popular culture
of Shahjahanabad. The celebration of ‘urs of
great masters Qutub al-Din Bakhtiyar Kaki,

Jahangir Visiting Sage Jadrup, by Govardhan, 1616-20,
from the Jahangirnama, Musee Guimet, Parjs
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Nizam al-Din Auliya, Nasir al-Din -ag-iDillj
besides of lesser known ones co:  rised the
life of the common man. In eighte:  n century
Delhi many people gathered in th ouses of
living saints for religious discour: s as wej)
In the homes of Shah Hafiz Shah -a'aduliap,

Shah Mohammad Amin of the Nagshbangi
order, of HasratNawab Sahib MahamBarha,
Shah Kamal, Shah Ghulam Mohammad, the
rich gathered to receive
guidance, advice and
peace while the pigus
poor gathered to rest
pray and eat.

In this city of
Sufis, Mughal court
painting made its own
humbile contribution
to immortalise  the
city's popular culture.
However, simultaneously
In the course of the 18th
century, as the fortunes
of the Mughal dynasty
wavered, the court art
entered a new phase.
No doubt traditional
genres of portraiture,
history painting, formal
receptions and hunting
scenes continued to be
painted but there was 8

shift in the subject matter. With 1w forms of
patronage emerging, breaking :/.~ monopoly
of the court, the subject matter 1 underwent

a change. Rich patrons of the city v re painted
as were the effete Mughal rulers. Provincial
themes of Tribals Hunting, Ragas and Raginis

and harem painting came to replace literary, |

political and historical subjects. The hey-day of
Mughal painting was long over.

Dr Meena Khare
Departmant of History
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customers and cabbies "o 4 ."'T
whio are willing to trade at

the specified price. As both parties accept
the price, haggling is irrelevant. By replacing
random physical matching and haggling
with a virtual platform for precise real-time
matching of traders and auction-based pricing,
App-based cabs implement the mutually
beneficial trades implied by demand-supply
mismatches. While prices increase (as they
should) when demand is greater than supply,
they also fall (as they should) when supply is
greater than demand,

App-based cabs bring other benefits too.

First, the taxi market becomes mare
competitive as there is a larger number of
suppliers across the quality spectrum. The
days of the neighborhood taxi-stand being
a local monopoly, with all that a monopoly
entails, are over. Hence, the protests
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taxi-stand benchmark. This should enable a
switch away from private cars to public taxis,
leading to lower congestion and pollution.

Fourth, off-peak prices are much lower
than those of traditional cabs. Indeed, they
rival auto-rickshaw prices, hence their
protests. Peak-time prices are higher than
the mandated price. However, the mandated
price is irrelevant at peak-times since every
cabbie can and does charge a premium at
such times. Ask any commuter. The notion
that your cabbie is an economic idiot who
abides by the mandated price, whatever be
the true economic value of his service, is a
shibboleth that should be buried next to other
statist nonsense.

What is the proper role of the state in this
market? it is certainly not to ban flex-price
cabs or regulate prices since this market
is very competitive. If we learn anything
from economic history, it is that trade at
market- determined prices is a remarkably
resilient institution with far greater embedded

intelligence and creativity the 'y state
authority. Not only are bans anc — cing fiats
generally counter-productive, f are also
ineffective if the targets of su.’ coercive

actions have the means and motives to sub-
vert the state’s directives. So, the state should
concentrate on its legitimate functions of
implementing quality-of-service standards,
and more generally, enforcing traffic laws.

Economic rationality, of course, does
not prevent ill-advised market interventions
by rent-seeking politicians and supposedly
do-gooding, but ultimately pernicious and
perfidious, pressure groups with anideological
or business axe to grind. Economic history is
replete with examples of the former, while the
manufactured hysteria around GM crops and
net-neutrality are examples of the latter. One
can only hope that better sense prevails in the
case of the humble taxis.

Ms Payal Malik

Department of Economics

(This article appeared under a different title in The Indian
Express on May 7, 20186)
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vod ’H‘ith thair poems

- Childhood Revisited.
event were Mr. Mukesh
wpalia and Ms, Aleya
‘participants in all with
s on grab- 3 for conventional
1 newly introduced slam
first prize was bagged by Namya
( ﬁfmiwefsha and the third
ne Chaudhary won
. From wanting to
mﬂndmg bastfﬂands inthe
: hed memories where
‘was to @haoafa- th-a iea

society endes lzlve deeper into the
phenum#m i ol -’.-_:-f: ntarests, which saem
rather subtle on the cutside but have myriad
layers to its being. The judges for this event
were Dr. R.N Bhardwaj (our retired seniar
faculty), Ms. Renu Kapoor and Mr. Dharamraj.
The first prize was bagged by Aditya Pant,
second by SVD Chandrashekhar and third
by S. Bhavsudha. The audience unraveled
newer identities by evaluating journeys of
characters from popular works of literature
such as Funny Boys, God of Small Things, One
Hundred Years of Sclitude, The Catcher in the
Rye, amongst many others. The participants
also discussed refugees and their identity
crisis. A few of them linked spiritual journay
with science fiction and assessed humanity
through changes across the centuries from
Marxist perspectives. This event attracted
participants from 10 colleges in the city.

Day 2 commenced with Kaliedoscript- an
unconventional creative writing competition
that involves a video played in loop. It was
judged by Ms. Megha Sharma and Ms. Pritika
Nehra. The participants had to base their
pieces of writing from an instance in the
video. The first prize went to Kritika Singh,
second to Shilpa Dwivedi and the third to
Karishma Sahoo. The event was followed
by an In-Costurne Monologue competition,
wharaln student Iy had to dress up like
r favnn rs from any works of
a monologue. Ms Jyoti
lana Agarwal were the
151 Awasthi and Sheh
ler respectively. On

» society organized

@ great book barter

. uccess. A book for
the th! Over 500 books
' Ecuh -5 hopes the festival

adition.

Kanika Sahijwani
1= Sacretary



CHILDHOOD REVISITED

As the sun sets into the sea,
‘I wonder if | could fly,
From the lies | used to preach.

As my footsteps get smaller,

It all seems bleaker-

As a student, | was a scholar,

But now it seems much more meager.
My love was too keen,

Now when | think about that-
When | was thirteen,

And admired a troublesome brat.
So convinced was |,

That the world was beautiful then,
My spirits were always high,
When | was ten,

Happy endings do exist,

| believed it with all my heart,
There would be no sadness, no mist,
| accepted it from the start.

Fairy tales are not palpable,

They all have a dark side,

Disney movies are not tangible,
Rmﬂ life is much more snide.
Taking everything for granted,
That's what a child does,

Thinks the world is so enchanted,
And is al!ﬂava in a buzz.

'ﬁhﬁnl Iummmmgn nli

Which are quaintly hidden,
They give us a presage,
Of what life is to become.
Now | realize,

Trading your voice for
affection,

Isn't too wise,
When it can clearly be a deflection.

Belle's relationship was an abusive one,
Sleeping beauty was assaulted,

Cinderella couldn't even properly run,

And all the heroes are really exalted.
Heroines only there to lend prestige of beauty,
Had the perfect hair and an ideal voice,

And this is being equated with morality,
Making us think we had no other choice.
They lacked substance,

Were all about aesthetics,

Their brains had a clear absence,

As can be seen by all critics.

The lessons they taught us,

Can be useful in life,

But the dreams we gained became a fuss,
And caused many a strife.

The world isn't as equal or fair,

And is stained with cruelty,

It can be hard bear,

Because of its lack of congruity

The dream that childhood show ' us,
Slowly unravel,

It all seems hopeless, thus,

No  ya Kaushic
BAH «sh, First Yoar




I IIM small biruise:

And how by little patin,

ried.

Terror and fear of ghost
Witches scaring the innermost.
No burden of career.

No hurdles, no barrier.

But that was a past.

When did | play last?

| am changing everyday.

That innocence has gone away.
- But something is still there.

' Yes, right in my heart here.

Like a child, | still rest on my mother's
bosom.

And, there is a care which is so awesome,

Amrit Versha
BA (H) English, Second Year



To be able to run as fast as others my own brothers,

Who could run as fast as a horse,

To me, that was like a foreign language course.

To be able to play hide and seek as a geek,

With such brilliance and stamina that it always reddened their cheek.
To describe the lacking qualities of mine proceeds a plan,

Which is to make you feel like a child who separated from his clan,
In order to understand the ability to do what he couldn’t and you can,
and it will be made clear by discussing the incident

Of the troublesome van.

It seemed to be a day, claiming to be gay,

But | was unaware of the troubles and stress it lay.

Roaming around an old garage of cars protected with locks and bars,
We ran into an old scrapped Omni which seemed to give us an invite inside,
In order to give justice to hide and seek, it was unlocked and hence open wide.
So we ran into it, much like Brad Pitt,

We hid inside, a space enough wide, for children to hide

As we enjoyed our game, which now seems lame

We didn’t know it would become an act of feeling ashamed

There came an old, grinning man,

Supposedly the owner of the van,

My peers rushed out, but | unable to react on time.

Sat there like a couch,

I, left alone by peers in that haunting place,

The old came and said, “hey buddy, not your space”

He thought | steal cars, therefore, should be behind bars,

| felt afraid to have been caught,

The oldy said, “this isn't what your parents have taught

You were amongst the good lot”

|, when escaped the trouble,

The dangerous bubble,

Again reflected my lack of activeness, my hardships of childhood,

An immediate comparison with Red-Riding Hood.

The whole day | sat and wondered,

Thoughts provoked me like a thunder,

Why couldn't | execute the same little plan,

Of getting out on time, just like my friends,

Why couldn't | execute the same little plan,

Of getting off, the troublesome van.
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while | try to search through the catalogue of my memories when it felt like horm
only to discover that | actually had a home,

my friends were fictional, my solitude was lovely, my tears were useless, my scre .ms;

silent, my existence;

invisible, but my battles;

victorious. Pyrrhic;

victory at far too great a cost, but victors we are.

I'm not the only kid who grew up this way. We are the generation of passed out intellectuals with

daddy issues, insecure musicians, uncensored writers who never got the courage to send that
love letter

s0 we print it in a book, of slow learning geniuses and loud introverts. We still stay up all night
playing spin the bottle by ourselves, just to feel lucky.

We feel more at home, sitting in the middle of nowhere on a highway, than we do in a family
photo,

we're broken in the most beautiful of ways, and that's okay. Serendipity; Finding something nice
while looking for something else is the way to move on, but never stop the search,

| want you to understand something, Most meteors burn up in the atmosphere when faced with
heat, but we are stronger than that, we grew up 1o be gigantic asteroids meant to shake up the
ground beneath their feet,

we are not the underestimated losers they expected us to be.

We are the champions, we made it World Cup 2016, we're living proof that bruises can heal and
scars are beautiful.

Our childhoods are magnificent, just like waterfalls, we know that eventually everything that we
love

is going to come down crashing to the ground like water,
but still, we can't wait to hear the sound of the crash.
And once you get used to it, you wouldn’t want it to stop.

Devansh Chaudhary
BA (H} £/ ish, Final Yeal

For a comedy to work, magic has to happen.

—Bradley Copper
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Hyperion as Greek mythology goes, was
the titan who is as the son of Gaia (Earth)
and Uranus (Sky) and fathered Helios (Sun),
Selene (Moon) and Eos (Dawn). The cultural
society of PGDAV College is named after the
magnificent figure has lived up to the name
amassing wealth of glory, etching its name in
the domain of art and culture.

The success of its programs is evinced
in the ascendency of enthusiasm and
performances. The students of the college
have raked in a throve of accolades in various
prestigious events. In the current session too,
the tally of achievements from participation
in competitions ranging from inter-college
to national events stands impressive, and
includes bagging four different prizes at the
prestigious MOOD INDIGO of IIT Bombay,
and collecting the Best Play, Best Production
and Best Actor award at the Sahitya Kala
Parishad’s ‘Mahavidyalya Natya Samaroh’.

in perpetual activity throughout the year,
the cultural team has engaged in various
activities right from the start of the session. It
took part in the 60th Foundation Day Function
and 70th Independence Day Commemoration
on 17th August 2016 where the units of
Hyperion took to the stage with thematic
renditions of classical music, theatre art, hip
hop music and modern as well as folk dances,
rejuvenating the gathering with the spirit
of patriotism. Members of the society also
performed at the Hindi Diwas organized at the
college.

EXPLORANZA the annual Freshers’
Talent Hunt of the College was organized
by the Cultural Society with much fanfare
and resounding success, Instrumental to
the propagation and promotion of arts and
culture and enriching society as a whole, the
aspect of discovering and nurturing potentials

m'
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i students is given prominet space. Wi
screening and preliminary m.l. stretehin
weeks in the lead up, the E'J'm.n. N of events
took place on 16th Septembe: 016, wheres
newly admitted students took o the stage
to showcase their flairs. Rer  vned Kathak
exponent Ms. Vidha _Lal grﬂ_ﬂ" the event ae
the Chief Guest, while Shri. Suman Kumar

Deputy Secretary, Sangeet Natak Akademi
was the Guest of Honour Eminent media
personality Shri.Sudhir Chaudhary was the
special guest for the event.

Keeping up with its tradition of organizing
a memorable Cultural Festival, PGDAY
College unveiled AAGHAZ 2017 on 2nd
and 3rd February 2017. Setting the tone in
the philosophy of universal oneness and
reconciliation of forces of globalization as
inspired by age-old wisdom of the country,
the event espoused it's theme as "Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam : This world is your canvas’,
The two day bonanza manifested intense
solo and group inter-college competitions
in classical singing, battle of bands, western
dance, rapping, DJ wars, debates, quiz
creative writing, moot court and case studies
besides others. The event also provided
rousing entertainment with AGASTHYA THE
BAND and RAFTAAR the rapping and singing
sensation belting out hit numbers at the
Aaghaz platform. Renowned environmentalist
and author Dr. Vandana Shiva and eminent
proponent of art Ms. Kiron Bhatnagar graced
the inaugural function of Aaghaz ‘17 as the
Chief Guest and Guest of Hono' + respectively:

Following upon Aaghaz, [amasha mla
famed theatre festival of : - College
scheduled to be held on 11th = bruary 2017
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2nd Frize

Conventional Debate o
~Onventional Debate. Gargi College

15t Prize
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English Conventiona| Debate, Jesus & Mary College

2nd Prize

Conventional Depate Mah

araja Surajmal Institute Of Technology

Best Speaker

- Symbiosis University

1st (team)

Parliamentary Debate, Symbiosis University

Political Science Dept. quiz, PGDAY College

Best Speaker
15t Prizes

Conventional Debate, Daulat Ram College

Best team

Youth Parliament, Sri Ram College Of Commerece

Best Debater

Economic Summit, LSR

Special Mention

MUN MCsS

e

Rapporteur

Conventional Debate, Daulat Ram College

Best team

Slam Poetry, Janki Devi Memorial College

3rd Prize

Slam Poetry, Gargi College

3rd Prize

Slam Poetry, Laxmi Bai College

2nd Prize

Slam poetry , Sri Venkateshwara College

2nd Prize

Essay Writing, HUDCO

st Prize

MUN, DAV Ludhiana

Editor in Chief

TMUN, Deihi Diplomacy Summit

Editor in Chief

2nd Prize

| Essay Writing, HUDCO

2nd Prize

1st Prize

Consolation Prize

2nd Prize

Creative Writing, mww

[ Postry Rectation, Dayal Singh College

y, Amay A

| 1st Prize

sl Prize

{ 151 Prize

1sl Prize

2nd Prize




Aashna Bhargava Essay writing, HUDCO = r'l———_._.___
Slam Poetry, DTU Codl
RUDRA

1st Prize in Street play competition at New Delhi Institute Of Management
2. 3rd Prize in Street Play Competition at Department Of Business Economics, University Of Deih

NAVRANG

1st position In stage play competition at socio-culturalliterary sports festival of AlIMS "PULSE 16"
1st PRIZE in Stage Play Competition in Mood Indigo, IIT Bombay.
All the members of Navrang got 1 month scholarship from Actor Prepare, Mumbai.

Deepak Jangid, member of Navrang-The theatre society of PGDAV College i awarded as BEST ACTOR Award
and 4 months of Scholarship from Anupam Kher Actor Prepare, Mumbai in Stage Play Competition in Mood
Indigo, IIT Bombay.

2rd PRIZE in Stage Play Competition in PET, Chandigarh,
4rd PRIZE in SKIT Competition in PET, Chandigarh.
All the members of Navrang got 1 month free workshops at Moving Images FilmAcademy, New Deihi.
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Best production award in Mahavidyalaya natya samaroh organised by Sahitya kala parishad in Shri Ram Centre,
MNew deaihi.

9. Bestplay award in Mahavidyalaya natya samaroh organised by Sahitya kala parishad in Shri Ram Centre, New
delhi.

10. Deepak jangid, President of Navrang-The theatre society of PGDAV College and student of BA(P), 3rd year has

won the best actor award in Mahavidyalaya natya samaroh organised by Sahitya kala parishad in Shri Ram
Centre, New delhi.

11. 1st position in Aakrosh- the cultural festival of Amity school of Business( Amity University).
12. 1st position in Convoction'17- the cultural festival of Kamla Nehru College.

TECHWHIZ
Navneet Singh Crossword, Shaheed Rajguru College 1st Prize
____,_—-"'
Scavenger17.0, Shaheed Rajguru College 2nd Prize
Naresh Kumar Lan Gaming, Shaheed Rajguru College Yat Prias
=]
Paras Negi Techcheck, Shaheed Rajguru College an Prize
IMPRESSIONS
i)
1. invited to participate in “Swachh Bharal Pakhwada®, Vimaly,

: e
e om et itnd thow ok Som 2RI B SO of SeGiiste . e, B
2. won 1st Prize in Installation At at Youth Vibe- The annual Festival Of Lovely Profession Do
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rs of Dtvers.tt;.r the dance soclety of P.G.D.AV. College r'navmg
i of the classical dance society, Natraj, performed at the event of
-  Speaking Tree organisation,an associated body of The Times of

- Competition of the annual cultural fest of Motilal Nehru (Eve.)
a, University of Delhi has bagged 2nd PRIZE in Group Folk
‘wins 2nd prize in Dance competition at Lovely professional
. 3rd position in solo western dance competition at socio-
&m society of PGDAY College, has won 3rd prize in solo

e, won 3rd Prize in folk dance competition at Zakir Hussain

2nd Prize
College Of Appied | 2nd Prize

st Prize

| Made it to the Finals
1st Prize
Znd Prize
nd Prize

! Prige
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KAIZE
N—CAREER COUNSELLING CLUB

by a knowledgeable session on ‘Goods-anc
Services Tax (GST) Bill". Post that a discussior
was carried out by the members of the clul
on different ideas related to ‘Good Writing
Style'. '

On 19th January, 2017 the club had
organized its very first regular session for
the year where it was proposed by the
Vice President of the club to have Group
Discussions along with various other activities
that are carried out by the club. As a result
a productive discussion on ‘Demonetization’
was held among the members of the club and
conveners and insights were shared with the

students as well.

The club strives to organize more such
constructive and engaging events and
seminars in order to promote creativity among
students in career selection. In addition, the
club also promotes the students to come up
with innovative ideas and techniques through
which they can contribute in the overall
growth and development of the club. This
will not only encourage students in achieving
excellence but will also lead to their personal

growth.

For further insights on these activities
please visit our Facebook page- https://www.
facabuuk,namICaraer-Counse1ling-C!ub~
Pgdav-Cullege-141D5943425?9?94f

Udit Thukral
and Team Members

Wi " " ow.



INNOVATION PROJECT

Project Title: Jan Dhan Yojana and

Financial Inclusion
Project Code: PGDAV 301

‘Innovation Projects’ is an undergraduate
research initiative by Delhi University. It
witnesses a plethora of project entries from
different colleges each year. One of the many
Innovation Projects for the session of 2015-
2016 approved by the University of Delhi, is
an assessment of Pradhan Mantri Jhan Dhan
Yojana (PMJDY) and the need for financial
inclusion by a group of faculty members and
ten students from PGDAV College.

The team was led by Dr. Manoj Kumar
Sinha, who was the Principal Investigator
of the Project followed by Dr. Abhay Prasad
Singh, Dr. Giridhar Gopal Sharma, Mr. Chhetan
Chhoidub and Dr. Rajni Jagota, The project
was mentored by Prof. Shri Prakash
Singh from the Department of
Political Science, University of
Delhi. The students involved in the
project were SVD Chandrasekhar,
Md. Zohaib Belal, Aakash Kumar,
Tavishi Gupta, Srishti Puri, Pooja
Aghi, Sneh Yadav, Manit Aggrawal,
Yash Gupta and Kapil Lamba

The project titled ‘Jan Dhan
Yojana and Financial Inclusion’,

aimed to study the process
whereby financial inclusion
broadens the resource base
of the financial system by

encouraging a culture of savings
amongst a large segment of rural
population. It sought to view Jan
Dhan Yojana from the prism of
financial inclusion. Both primary
and secondary sources were
used for collecting data. To study

the situation of fingm:'ta! inclusi on the
ground, questionnaires were ad: nistereg
by a group of students and faculty emberg
across National Capital Region imachal
Pradesh, Bihar and ..Jhar.khand._ Th. primary
data was then analysed via Statistica| Package
for Social Sciences (SPSS) to draw trends

and conclusions about the level of financigl
inclusion across the states and test for inter.

regional disparities.

A symposium was conducted wherein
three speakers from different sectors of the
banking sphere were invited to share their
views on Jan Dhan Yojana and ascertain its
effectiveness. The project was also selected
to display its poster at the Convocation in the
University of Delhi held in November 2016. It
was adjudged the ‘Best Research Poster’ by
University of Delhi.




tive Part'rcipatinn of stude
NSsS un i :
B Gt o cha o voous socil ssues
gollection drives (c| e
collect Clothes and medicines for
J{ﬂﬂ needy), cleanliness campaigns (Swakcchta
. W ara}_, blood donation camps, celebration
Eltta ‘Dlwas, awareness drives for Digital
ansactions, and participation in electoral
process by registering on electoral rolls, and
“above all our annual fest, Sevaarth’17.

i Members of our unit work enthusiastically
- year long under the guidance of our present
Convenor (Programme Officer) Dr. Abhay
‘Prasad Singh, and the former Convenor
" Dr. Pinki Punia, respectively. The NSS office
~ bearers were selected in July 2016 with more
m 300 registrations for the posts, and N_SS
i wluntamwemassociatedthmughthe similar
~ process towards forging a well-knit team of
150 members for NSS. The first social Hevent
organised by the NSS Unit was' HYGIEA™ The
ﬁmpm'_m“niinaﬁ Drive well in line with
the "Swachh Bharat Abhiyan® started Dy our
Hon'ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

~ innovative campaign Was executed
thhﬂ:vamuﬂhﬁ freshers’ welcome p:;:gramc-l
’Expluranr;a‘ : where NSS volunteers pe ortn;ﬁa
Mob” to spread awareness abou
harmful effects of drugs and smoking through
E o o,—ian ~ntation Programme of volunteers

Lo hugtniuﬂ with an eminent social
pauen Kalra, the founder of ‘Earth
¢ who inspired all the
kind to others and expect

nts. This year

was held on 28th September in association
with Lion's Club Delhi Veg and Red Cross
Society with 181 units of blood being donated
in one single day.

Continuing with our collection drives, this
year we organised 'Clothes and Medicine
Collection Drive’. This initiative got a very
exceptional response from the students and
teachers. We collected ample clothes and
medicines. ‘Extravaganza’ manifested a new
milestone in the history of PGDAV NSS by
launching its very own official website as
well as app which is quite accessible and
illuminating for searching details about blood
donors alang with the specific blood groups.
NSS unitof PGDAV College was aroused by the
endeavour of CLOTHES BOX FOUNDATION
and Mr. Omkar Nath Sharma popularly known
as ‘MEDICINE BABA' to whom the clothes and
medicines were donated.

The NSS Day was celebrated with a great
sense of awakening by conducting various
activities like slogan writing competition and
screening of a very inspiring movie ‘Nil Battey
Sanatta’, and in the end rally was organised
to spread awareness against the ill effects o
addiction which received a very overwhelming
response.

The facebook page of NSS PGDAV left it
footprint in the digital world by spreading 1



reach to the cyber space and outnumbering
the likes by 4500. This marked a huge success
on the part of promotions done by the
members.

NSS Annual fest ‘'SEVAARTH' is a genesis
of this new revolution with one aim—'TO
SERVE WITHOUT INTENTIONS. The
theme 'VISAGE OF INDIA" was all about the
resurrection of folklore, culture and tradition
of our country with the rich heritage of
our glorious past. Varun Pruthi, founder of
the initiative “Bringing Humanity Back”, a
motivational speaker and also a social activist,
marked his gracious presence by being the
Chief Guest for this annual jollification! One
of the main highlights of the NSS Fest was
the ‘Walk for Affinity’ the ramp walk of the
underprivileged children, showcasing the
sense of equality and opportunity for them
to boost their confidence, make them feel
special and encourage them not to think
less of them. Another focus of the fest was

PWD Talent Hunt where ‘Divyang’ s

nig

were given an opportunity to uncov 8
hidden talent thus arousing a motivati  ang
encouraging feeling in them. Other e : of
the fest were street play competition, | ut
of waste, treasure hunt etc, where te. ng of
different colleges participated which urned
out to be a great accomplishment against the
hard work of the whole NSS Unit of FGDAY

College.

The PGDAV NSS Unit works as a cohesive
team in which Anupam Gaurav (President),
Parveen Dhiman (Vice-President), Shaloo
Bansali (Secretary), Khushboo Goel (Joint
Secretary), Diksha Bhutani (Treasurer) are
office bearers, and Gautam Tagra (Campus
Ambassador) and Diksha Bhutani (Campus
Ambassador) of 150 NSS wvolunteers; their
sense of substantive commitment and their
abilities to lead imparts innovative momentum

to the nationalist purpose of social service for
which NSS stands.
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DEP
ARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

On 20th October, 2016 the so
organized a seminar on "Global terror:inl.
Response”, Professor Aswini Mohapatra |
the centre for West Asian Studies School
International Relations and Major Genera
(retd.) P K. Sehgal pointed out how the West
was oblivious to the threat of terror from the
Middle East and Pakistan till it reached their
countries.

The Department is going to hold it's annual
fest on 8th of February 2017. The theme for the
fest will be "Indian Democracy: Challenges
and Prospects”. The fest will be marked by a
guest lecture on the theme and events such
as debate and quiz based on the theme itself.

Samvaad plans to carry out many more
of such events in the months to come and
help in bringing about a positive change in
the society by making the students aware and
responsible citizen of the country.

The society can be contacted on its
Facebook page—

hrtps:Hm.13-::3hnuk.cnmﬁsamvaed.pgdaw
ollege/?tsid —(0.88093355780404923&source=1

ypeahead.
Tanay Shahi

President, Samvaad

In law a man is guilty when he v_:‘a.fani::
the rights of others. In ethics he is guilty
if he only thinks of doing so.

—Immanuel Kant




COMMERCIUM

Commercium is one of the largest
societies of our college. It provides a platform
to students to hone their academic as well as
extracurricular skills through various activities
such as seminars, intellectual quizzes and
various fun events.

As every new beginning comes after
some other beginning’s end, similarly after
the success of ‘Commquest'16’ and the
departmental farewell (organized for the
first time), the society marked a new starl
under the stewardship of Dr. Ashok Kumar
Gupta (Convenor) and Dr. Mini Walia
{Co-Convenor and H.0.D} together with
other faculty members namely Dr. Gurcharan
Sachdeva, Dr. Atul Kumar, Ms. Dippinder Kaur,
Ms. Monika Saini, Ms. Sunita and Ms. Shikha
Menani.

The society being one of the largest in
college, consists of nearly 130 members.
The interviews for the same were conducted
on 17th and 20th September 2016. The
members of the executive team for the session
2016-17 are Reeshabh Goyal (President)
Shruti Gandhi (Vice-President) Piyush Garg

(Vice-President) Abhinav Vashisth (S retary|
Vatsala Gupta {Saﬂratqwi Ojasw Bajei
I:Jolnt-Sacrﬂtarv} Tarishi Agralwal- (Joint
Gecretary) and Bhavesh Ahluwalha (T: surer)
Regular meetings are haid. to discus  varioys

tters regarding comn uest'17

important ma
and other events planned for the ye

To mark I8 inception for this year's
session, the society organized a talk on GST. |
on 8th of October 2016, the speakers for the
talk were CS RK Khurana, CA Ashu Dalmia
and Mr. Anshuman Tiwari (editor of India
Today). The talk was informative and gave 3
good picture of what G.S.T is all about. The
students learned a lot from this session and
were able to enhance their knowledge.

Based on the fact that Innovation has
been the driving force for development of
the commerce field, the theme for this year’s
annual fest is Brain it on: Initiate to Innovate.
The society is looking forward to conducting
an eventful fest on 22nd and 23rd of February
2017 by aspiring to meet the yardsticks set
by previous year as well as setting a new
benchmark .

The successful man is the one who finds
out what is the matter with his business
before his competitors do.

—Roy L. Smith




WHA', the Finance Cell

MUDRA

of Department 14 stuc

a Eﬂl‘hl‘l‘lﬂl‘ﬂﬂ I5 3 studel,“‘ IEECT'}E[ b{]d_' -'-‘H."‘ '
prganized under the guidance of Dr. M. M Desterrmin
Lo F {Pﬂtfﬂn of Finance Cell). it was founded :_____ =
in2014 and since then has organized a number ~ Shukis
ﬁ'-nﬁﬁvﬂles as part of "Commercium®- The of Con
Commerce Society of the college. The S
i The Cell obtained a new identity in 2016as = ~°©
“MUDRA" and it plans to conduct seminars .:_: 3
interactions of industry experts, quizzes i
.:MEW'ECEdEmiE discussions, mock- Also
frading sessions etc. The Cell has organized  educat
warious seminars in the past which includes 14th 3
a seminar on “Debt and Equity Investment  faculty
in India: Current scenario” and interactive  theeve
epssion with Mr. Harbinder from Bombay on stoc
Stock Exchange. During the year 2016-2017 making
a meeting of Finance Cell was convened to  coliege
plan future events. On 28th October, 20 2 and tea

interviews were conducted and a team




ANANT MATHEMATICS SOCIETY

The Department of Mathematics started
its session with an Orientation programme
held on August 8, 2016 for the freshers. This
programme was followed by appointing new
office bearers for the society through interview
sessions for Annant Mathematics Society.
The society under the leadership of new
office bearers organized a freshers’ welcome
programmme on 19th September, 2016 in
which various interesting activities were held.
The society aims to provide a better platform
for students to learn and experience the soul
of mathematics. Every year the society hosts
some lectures in which we invite hon'ble
prof. to speak about their research, projects,
and to inspire young minds to pursue
mathematics for their higher studies. This
year Anant Mathematics Society organized a
talk on 4th January, 2017 by an internationally
reputed speaker Prof. Sat Gupta, Professor of
Statistics and Associate Head, Department of
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Mathematics and Statistics, The Un
North Carolina at Greensboro, USA

Sty of

He delivered the talk on the topic “Variationg
of the Greenberg Unrelated Question Binary
Model”

The students not only were exposed tg 3
new area of interdisciplinary research namely
“Survey sampling” but also got a glimpse of
the international research.

The talk indeed proved valuable for the
students as well as the faculty.

The session was chaired by Sh. Mohan
Lal ji, one of the founder faculty of the college
and served as Principal, PG.D.A.V. college for
26 years, The talk was graced by our guests
of honour Dr. H. L. Bhatia , who has served as
faculty, vice-principal , Principal PG.D.A.V. for
o years and Dr. J. K. Krishnamurthy, faculty,
bursar, vice-Principal and Principal PG.D.AV.



: i :3{??ariqus- events such as jam session. danc.
= session were held in the party. For marvealo. -
:';rushars,, Mr and Ms fresher contest was i<,
held.

A large number of our students did
internships in organizations like CRIS (Centre
1€ For Railway Information Systems), UNICORN
10US emerging  and CANSUPPORT. A good number of B.Tech

K students have been selected for placements
In companies like Exide Life, ICIC] Prudential,
eWards, and TCS.

‘On proactive recommender A unetday _:-;erninar on "Digital India" in
peer-reviewed International cnﬁabarﬂtmfn with CDmgutEr Society of India
e Mmmw a paper (CSl), Delhi Chapter will bg held on 27th
ot raphy in International Ifeburary 291?. The event will see speakers
ces in Computing held like Dr. Satish Khosla, Vice President Global
-ﬂlﬁ;tﬁ;;”hialpu;t Bnarna IT-Qualfon In., and an esteemed alumni of our
college and Prof. K. K. Aggarwal, Chancellor,
K. R. Mangalam University.

A one day annual technical festival
ited a paper on  “"Xenium” of the department will be conducted
systems in National in the month of March 2017. The festival will
Statistical Computing  showcase a multitude of technical and non-
r Applications, held in  technical events like quiz, extempore, treasure
Jniversity of Delhi, in  hunt, LAN gaming, coding and E-tambola.
co-chaired a session

To put the classroom knowledge to
practical use, our students have implemented
various mobile apps like, Aaghaz16 Android
App - Official App of Aaghaz- Cultural Fest
of PGDAV College, Autc messenger app and
Live News app that are live on play store. Qur
students have also developed a website for
our departmental computer society, www.
parikalan.com. A site, Letmeblog.in was a
blogging site developed by the students for
the students to share their views on a specific
topic of their choice. Our students have also
developed, PNP Portable hacking Machine

Work on raspberry pi through the shell coding
- a small PC is created with less weight and
“high configuration.



PLACEMENT CELL

The Placement Cell of our college is
characterised by an unparalleled zeal to help
the students secure jobs after graduation. More
than being an organising body, the placement
cell here strives to recognise the individual
abilities and weaknesses of students. Itenables
us to appreciate and cultivate the qualities our
students possess and to inculcate the ones
they lack. With the combined knowledge,
experience and enthusiasm of the faculty and
student members from various departments,
the placement team is well equipped to put
their resources together for the benefit of the
students.

We can boast of successfully maintaining
strong ties with the suitable companies,
achieved by us because of our skilled students
and a positive work culture, which makes
them come back year after year. According
to our record this year, around 200 students
have been placed in high standing corporate
institutions such as: Ernst and Young,
Concentrix, Genpact, Comviva, Aon Hewitt,
British Telecom, Royal Bank of Scotland
amongst others. We are still awaiting quite a
few recruiters, which will, without doubt raise
the number.

Workshops and Seminars on diverse and
related topics are conducted throughout the
year and students not only from third year
but first and second year are also invited to
participate in them. More than placement,
our overall goal is to work on building in our
students the confidence to face the world
beyond college. For this, we take and analyse
feedback from both the students and the
recruiting companies before planning our
workshops and lectures,

This year, the activities of the placement
cell began with an orientation program,
conducted by Mrs. Renu Kapoor from the

L
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Department of English of our colle. e which
enlightened the student_s on the Importance
of Body Language whlle_facmg Interviews
and Group Discussions. This was followed by
a ‘soft-skills’ session conducted by speakers
from Ernst and Young which dealt with the
importance of a powerful resume and the
nuances of writing the same.

In order to hone the basic confidence
and communication skills of our students,
we initiated a fifteen day workshop on
English language, with lectures by many
faculty members and selected student
volunteers. In order to answer the doubts of
students regarding career options and future
educational opportunities, we invited NIIT to
hold interactive sessions on the upcoming
and popular field of App development. The
speakers encouraged students to explore
diverse courses and job opportunities
after graduation. Continuing with the list of
workshops, one of our members, Dr. Pradeep

held a talk to answer the various queries and
doubts in Accounts.

We would like to briefly mention of
seminars organised by the placemeant cell
In collaboration with various orga sations,
primarily: a programme on ‘Turni g Your
Passion into Career’ by Human ( -cle, i
whlzt:h. the speakers Mr. Kamal Seth 1d Mrs.
Woileta Burdzy Seth encouraged st 'ents t©

ﬁnd their passion and follow it and  ovided
tips on tackling the obstacles they r ht find
on their way. Another seminar was ¢ anised
under the initiative of our respected  ncipal
Or. MM Goyal on Australian E cation

System, also aimed at enabling the st ents!
explore global educational ar?d oceL | ation
::J‘;:”““m“* In addition to placemants I
m“ inational Corporations, we encourad®
r students to give back to the society bY

Sl -
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S S~ e
be&ﬂﬂn'\_lﬁﬂ associated with NGOs syuch as th
Gandhi Fellowship with its aim to create Sm:'taei

_ entrepreneurs and offer teaching iﬂtﬂ;nshi s
in various schools across country, Dlzr
_mdantn have been selected for internships

1 {qn number of esteemed organisations such

- as: Teach India, Waggy Taggy, City Furnish,

| The Indian Economist to name a few.

STUDEN

Students' Union is an organization of stud
the students at large, to protect their interests

The placement cell hopes to continue the
efforts and rise to new heights, a feat made
possible with the rewards of appreciation our
students acclaim nationwide.

Ms Anu Kapoor

Carnvanar, Placememt Call

TS UNION

ents. The purpose of a students’ union is to represent

and to get their grievances addressed. This is the

ﬁ'{atfnrrn that helps the students to hone their leadership qualities. There are various national

' leaders who have started their
is a member of the students’
debates, sports and the colle
union and cultural socie
"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam'.

ular band Aagastya.
o Students' union functions through

for various posts of union like President,

Council member. The academ o
Union advisors for this year are: Dr.

The highlights of

Secretary
Giddhartha Shah

ic staff of the college also acts as advisor 0
Pinki Punia, Ms. Rimpy, and Mr. Rambeer.

political career from the college level. Every student of the college
union. The union organizes various activities including lectures,
ge cultural festival.
ty has jointly organized

As per the tradition of the college, students
the annual fest "Aagaz- 2017" with the theme
the fest were renowned rapper Raftaar and the

its elected office bearers. Every year election is held
Vice-President, Secretary, Joint Secretary and Central

f the union Student

Dr Pinki Pu

Lonveaner, Studdarts

C.C

Joint Secretary _
Sagar

Mamta Deepak A
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DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS

The year 2016 has been quite a productive
year for the department of economics of the
college. With a great start 1o this session with
a potential gift of 50 scholastic, witty, talented,
and extremely enthusiastic freshers we took a
step forward and had the very first yet essential
evant in the history of the economics society,
‘Ecolibrium’, an intradepartmental elections
to a student cabinet. The student cabinet
of the department was nominated after an
election on August 21, 2016. The selected
core members for the session 2016-17 are:
{a) Akansh Varshney, President: (b) Neelakshi
Jain and Shubham Bhardwaj, Vice President;
[c) Kaushal Kishore, Treasurer; (d) Tavishi
Gupta, Secretary and (e) Yamin Yagoob,
Joint Secretary The teachers panel advising
the cabinet is constituted of Ms. Payal Malik
(Convenor), Dr. Sanghita Mondal, Mr. Varun
Bhushan, Ms Ritika Aggarwal and Ms. Supriya
Anand

Teamn Ecolibrium organized various events
over this period. The highlight reels of all our
endeavors begin with the Official Freshers’
Welcome on 14 September’ 16. Freshers'
welcome served as the perfect recipe to
our supper. Distinct colours of the rainbow
of talent decorated the sky as the entire
economics department gathered to celebrate.

Next, a Seminar on Actuarial Sciences was
conducted on September 26, 201 6. The speaker
Professor Rahul, discussing the various career
aspects of one of the highest paid jobs, came up
with interesting facts about Actuarial Sciences.
Going forward, the team organized a Group
Discussion on October 8, 2016. The discussion
was focused mainly on MPC (Monetary Policy
Committee). In order to take learning to the
next level, sharing knowledge and creating a
platform for the freshers to explore ‘outside
the classroom skills & education’, a Training
Workshop on ‘Investing in Stock Markets’ and

‘Mock Stock Competitions’ was grganized on
October 20, 2016,

it wasn't done yet, first of its own kind,
THE ECOLIBRIUM - our first newsletter was
published on November 12, 2016. Our aim
through our newsletter is tocreate a conducive
environment that encourages discussions
amongst budding economists. We seek 10
bridge the gap between classroom concepts
and real world application of economics. We
as young economists also strive towards
transforming the image of the subject from
a complex discipline to a simplisic 0On&
The topics that we have covered range from
pressing issues of nation building such 83
financial inclusion, to the ground breaking

Goods and Services Tax. We have also
covered the controversial Britain's © it from
the European Union, termed as ‘B - XIT' BY
the press. We sincerely hope that /.~ reader
join the discourse that we seek O build
around the ECO-POLITICAL issues ' ! shapé
our lives and the nation that we live
Ecolibrium has also been pa ipating
and representing our college | /arious
competitions, events and fests. St casing
the tremendous & outstanding pe nalities
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of our budding economists
won many prizes from - '
various institutions.
::vlcdeir:‘ttrl:rgu:ht‘eam Participated in an event
di elhi on I.Januarv 21, 2017 and won
10 prizes representing PGDAV College

The winners and their awards atliTD were:-

| ‘l"a_min & Neelakshi,
CricketMania

Abraham & Gaurav, 1st
Labyrinth

Vidl:n_ Singhal & Mahima Gupta, 3rd
position, CricketMania

Vanshita & Apoorva, 1st position, Game
Theory

Vidhi Singhal & Mahima Gupta, 3rd
position, Game Theory

Our students have

2nd position,

= position, Eco

Team Ecolibrium organized an event as
well at lITD. The event was a Quiz Competition
based on Economics and Business. We had
over 15 participants for this event and declared
top 2 teams as winners, The Quiz had two
rounds of preliminary and final screening.

A now regular event of Ecolibrium, The
Paper Presentation Competition was held on
January 19,2017. The topicforthe competition
was “The Mid-Term Economic Review of
the present Government.” The cnmpetiltinn
was organized with an initiative 10 bridge
the gap between understanding c_lassmnm
economics and the national economics. There
were 7 teams as participants. The three best
teams selected by the jury were:

Gyanesh, Shubham Razdan
and Sakahti)h_ i

: ition: Sujeet, Abhiraj an :
.’2’:: :;:;tt?;: Tarfshi , Moksha and Jagritih
The best interjector prize went 10 Gyanes

' ; department
the students of our depa
‘ Eﬁg:n‘:rrgbla in Gﬁr—curricular activities but

1st position:
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also they excel in their academi
too. The overall department topper

1. 1st Year - Agrim

SCORE - 8.91 5GPA (15T semest:
2. 2nd Year - Sarah

SCORE - 7.93 SGPA (3RD semester
3. 3rd Year - Diship Garg

SCORE - 84% (bTH semester)

The biggest event of the The
Annual Economics Festival of PGDAV College
"ECOLLIGENCE 2017" is scheduled for March
6 and 7, 2017. The festival will begin with a
panel discussion on ‘Demonetization’, where
renowned economists will participate in the
debate. A plethora of events are planned
for all the budding economists that will not
only bring The John Nash out of them but
also will check out about how much fun with
economics they can handle.

-.:"I ear

While the students have been showcasing
their knowledge through the platform
Ecolibrium, the faculty of the department has
been encouraging the students to deepen
their knowledge of Economics such that they
can contribute effectively in their jobs and
other pursuits.
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ENACTUS

Enactus is an international non-
profit organization that works
with leaders in business and
higher education to mobilize
university students to make a
difference in their communities.
It helps the students to develop

skills to become socially
responsible business leaders
wherein students develop

outreach projects that improve
the quality of life and standard
of living of people in need. In
addition to the community aspect of the
program, Enactus leadership and career
initiatives create opportunities for learning
and exchange amaong the participants as well
as the placement of students and alumni with
companies in search of emerging talent.

ENACTUS basically means
“entrepreneurship in action” initiating
business ideas and solutions with innovation
and passion while keeping in view sustainable
impact and integrity of running the business.
Keeping the spirit of social entrepreneurship
in mind, ENACTUS PGDAV was formally
created on January 25, 2016 under the
supervision of faculty advisors Dr. Pratibha
Agarwal (Convenor) and Dr. Richa Agarwal
(Co-Convenor)

The office bearers for this year are :

President : Paaraj Vohra
Vice President : Arpana Nagpal
Secretary : Rohan Dalmia

Joint Secretary : Shreyash Kumar
Marketing Head : Aporwa Siwali
Treasurer : Vaibhav Mehta
Quality Check Head : Samyak Jain

Technical Head : Anshul Narula

Project undertaken for this session is
KORAKAGAZ which initiates with the collection
of waste paper through collection drive held
by volunteers of Team Enactus from time to

time. This waste paper 18 traded for cyeleg
paper that is then transformed intc . spirg)
binded notebook which has merch: iability,
Under Project Korakagaz certain in vidualg
from the slums of Nehru Nagar he 2 beep
identified who possess entrep :neuria|
spirit. The noletmnks_are developed by this
target community aiding them to earn their

livelihood sustainably. The required skill,
technical expertise, marketing and business
opportunities are provided by Team Enactus
PGDAV. Apart from holding a great appeal to
its user the notebooks produced under Project
Korakagaz are enviromental friendly as they
fulfill the principal of 3R's (reduce, reuse and
recycle).

This time also the team showcased its
project at the annual cultural fest of the college-
Aaghaz 2017. The Chief Guest of the function,
environmentalist of international fame
Dr. Vandana Shiva launched these notebooks
and wished greater achievements for Project
Korakagaz for times to come.The participating
community from Nehru Nagar slum was also
much motivated by her encouraging words.

Overall Project Korakagaz received an
overwhelming response not just from the
students of various colleges attending the fest
but also from the college faculty. Along with
it we also got some valuable suggestions 10
further improve upon the existing ideas.The
team plans to take forward this project with
greater enthusiasm.

Dr. Vandana Shiva and Dr. M.M. (
along with Team ENACTUS, PGDAV [ cge




SATARK: THE CONSUMER CLUR

% total of 18
entnies were received out of

which 12 were shortlis
ted by
the faculty for the final round.

:l'ﬂ iudge the final round. Dr. Sunil Pr
nvited. Various aspects of the two
globe were discussed,

akash and Sh. Navneet Gupta from Consumers Forum were
crucial issues affecting the lives of consumers across the

This year SATARK, started holding Knowledge Sharing
Sessions (KSS) to provide the members a platform
to share and enhance their knowledge by discussing
on consumer related issues. The first KSS was spear-
headed by Ms Bhawana Miglani on 21st September 2016
where students discussed about Consumers Protection
Act and E-waste.

The club doesn't [
just believe in S
creating awareness, but also practising what we preach.
An e-waste drive was conducted from 5th October to 7th
October 2016 which created awareness amongst faculty
and students regarding hazardous impact of disposing
e-waste inappropriately and motivated them to dispose
them with SATARK. The
members worked hard and
collected 100kg of e-waste which was disposed with, E-Parisara,
an authorised e-waste recycler.

The members have been active throughout the year and attended
several panel discussions organised by Consumers India and
Health Environment Foundation.

gated the idea of a cracker-free diwali to reduce the
healthy environment to live in. The club has a |

The club propa

' i create a
pollutm_rn ::;;nool: page which creates awareness, shares global news

alated to cONSUMETS and the activities conducted by the club.
m + Kumar (President, Satark), interned with Consumers India
' ntorship of Dr Roopa Vajpayee, from 10th Dec 2016 -16th
; ﬁ worked on the topic Rivers and Consumers, where he




accessed the pollution of water bodies and critically analysed the
programmes, policies and the regulatory framework for water
resources in India.

An inter-college essay
writing  competition-
Pencraft was organised
on 23rd Jan' 17. 41
students from different
colleges participated
and expressed their ideas on Buidling a Better Digita

World. The club has also launched a cover page

designing competition for its Newsletter, which will
he launched in April 2017.

This year, to add to our achievements, we are
organising a one-day inter-college festival- JAAGRITI on 3rd March 2017. The festival aims to
spread awareness by conducting competitions on the theme Consumer Rights in the Digital
Age, which is this year's theme of World Consumer Rights Day. The festival will provide a
platform to the students across different colleges to share their
views and spread awareness by various competitions- DigiBol- The
Debate Competition, Smart Consumer- The Online Photography
Competition, Artistry- T-shirt Painting, Adroit- Ad making competition, IAAGRITT 17
Reincarnation- Best out of waste competition. With the support of
the college administration and dedicated team members, we are
hoping to benefit all the consumers by brainstorming upon various
aspects of Digital World and its impact on them.

Dr Vandana Agrawal Ms Sakshi Verma
Advisor anwenor

I.G.N.O.U. STUDY CENTRE-07174

PGDAMN. College is running IGNOU  amto 3:00 pm. Recent updates in: 1g time
study centre since July 2013. Presently, the table and contact information is ble on
college has six Post Graduate programmes  the college website. The teache d non-
(Viz, English, Economics, Hindi, History, teaching staff are concerned with 1 tivities

Political Sc. and M.Com) and two Under of the centre.
Graduate programmes (Viz, B.A. and B.Com). . assion
Orientation programme s organized for Student’s enrollment for the curre g
every session (i.e. Jan and July each year). stands as follaws:
The Counseling Sessions for the above 'Ot Graduate Programmes - 2700
programmes are held on Sundays from 9:00 Under Graduate Programmes - 40

Mr - . Bagld

C. -ordinatof




GEO-
EO-CRUSADERS—THE ENVIRONMENTAL SOC!!

Mission Statement

The missi
il ion of GE‘U -Crusaders is to create
awareness and motivate stude
i i : nts towards
dﬂ.. st INg various repercussions of
environmental degradati Al
! gradation and creating a
healthy environment for our present and
ﬁm.l_m genara_atmns. Issues regarding various
socio-ecological aspects, ways of sustainable
g{malupM_Em as well as environment
cnn.servatlnn will also be addressed. The
sqcmtv also aims to work in collaboration
with other institutions working towards
environmental awareness programs and
conduct symposia, workshops, trips, and
college projects to keep students updated
with new researches and approaches towards
keeping our environment in good health.

Tagging of trees in the college campus

Geo-Crusaders have tagged the trees
mentioning the common as well as the
scientific names of the trees in the campus.
Tagging was done during the first week of
February 2017 by the faculty and the students

of the society.

rd Census 2017 and

PGDAV @ Asian Waterb!
2016

th the students of
junteers in
being held

along Wi
Ulw 'cipﬂﬁ“g as vo
- 4 Census 2017

during the month of Jaunuary i

of the year. Dr. Richa Agarwal ant

Jonwal participated in the cen

Okhla Bird Sanctuary oOn 7th Ja

under the leadership of ecologist TK |
coordinator Delhi, AWC, Wetland International
South Asia. Dr. Richa Agarwal along with the
students (Vipul Parashar, Shubham Aggarwal
and Pulkit Goel) of the Environmental society
also participated In the Asian Waterbird
Census 2016 held at Okhla Bird Sanctuary on
gth January 2016. The report has also been
covered in The Hindustan Times newspaper,
page number 05 dated 12th January 2016,
Tuesday. Other sites covered were Surajpur
Wetland (UP) and Delhi Z00.

Plantation Drive in the college campus

The society organised a plantation drive
from Oth to 23rd August 2016, where we
planted saplings of various plants native
to Delhi to mark the celebration of 70th
Independence Day of India. Our honourable
principal Dr. M.M. Goyal along with the faculty
of the college also planted the saplings on the
g0th Foundation Day of the college. We also
assisted an NGO- Leaders for tomorrow in
carrying out plantation vdrive at our college

campus.




Geo-crusaders at Aghaz 2016

The students of environmental sciences
along with the members of Geocrusaders
showcased various articles prepared from
waste materials at Aghaz 2016. The showcased
products included lamps, wall hangings, pen
stands, pots, vases, baskets, boxes and other
artefacts prepared from waste plastic bottles,
newspapers, boxes, tins, cans, bottle caps
and other waste materials.

Nature camp at Okhla Bird Sanctuary

The Students of Environmental Sciences
andthe members of the Environmental society-
Geocrusaders participated in the nature camp
organized at Okhla Bird Sanctuary on 4th Nov
2015. The students visited the sanctuary in the
batches of around 60 students each on 4th,
5th and 7th November 2015. The students
were educated by the ecologist TK Roy to
identify various resident as well as winter
migratory bird species. Students identified

various birds species such as co' non tea,
purple swamphen, painted stork, ' Jian spe
billed duck, Indian pond heron, Oric tal dartey
great cormorant, black headed ibi= ind many
more. The students were also n de aware

regarding the importance of wetla: ds,
‘Call of life’ at the campus

The society showcased the documentary
‘call of Life: Facing the mass extinction’
at the campus on 14th October 2015 with
the purpose 10O create awareness among
the studentsregarding the causes and
consequences of the loss of biodiversity due to
the developmental and destructive activities of
humans. Habitat destruction, climate crisis and
pollution by the growing human population
are driving a large number of species to rapid
mass extinction at an astonishing rate of 1,000
to 10,000 times faster than the normal. The
documentary emphasises on the dire need 1o
adapt sustainable lifestyles and to conserve
biodiversity and environment as a whole.
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Cleaning the campus

Geo-crusaders organised cleanliness
drives in the college campus on 16th, 17th
Februaury 2016 and 22nd September 2015.
More than 100 students along with the faculty
members of the society participated in the
drive, collecting waste paper, bottles and
other non-biodegradable waste. Around ten
big bags of garbage were collected from
the whole campus covering the playground,
canteen, coke station, classrooms and the
parking area. Students alsocreated awareness
among their friends and colleagues through
posters and interactions; and encouraged
them to keep their campus clean.

-crusaders contributing towards Delhi
g::nmw: Restoration of Sanjay Van and
Sultan Garhi Tomb

we h been actively participating in
-m' hw:;.-ggnjay van Mehrauli city forest
bea Lk The college is @ part of Working
AVWN) volunteer arganisation

started by AVM (Retd.) Vinod Rawat. The
society organises regular visits to Sanjay Van
as well as campaigns to spread awareness
among the students regarding conservation
of the environment. The college has also
been participating in Plantation drives during
the World Wild Life Week in November 2014
& the Earth Day (22nd April 2016 and 2015).
The college has been among the firsts to
plant gum guggal trees on the independence
Day (15th August 2015) at Guggal Medicina

Forest, Sanjay Van.

We also assisted WWN-DDA in re
the area around Sultan Garhi lol
April 2016). The report was cover:
Hindustan Times newspaper daled
2016.

Our other activities included !
to Yamuna Biodiversity Park and
Lake; Poster making competiti
pollution awareness campaign o
Season.




PHYSICAL EDUCATION

~ The activities of the Department of Physical Education started with rthﬂ process o . clection

" ftrial in Volleyball for admission on the basis of sports. The Selection trial was held a: er Delh;

‘University norms with several experts nominated by the University. Currently the = are 3g
students who have taken admission on the basis of sports during the year 2016-17.

The college terms participated in several intercollegiate ?ﬂurnamems and performed well,
The following are some of the major achievements during this year.

Lalit Mohan B.A. (Prog.) llyr. Gold Medal—National Olympic Games Taekwondo
Championship

Harshit Bansal  B.Com (Prog.) Il Yr. Volleybal (Represented Delhi University in the Inter-
University Volleyball Championship)

Mukun Mirdulkar B.Com (Prog.) Il Yr. Cricket (Represented Delhi University in the Inter-
University Cricket Championship)

Rahul Pardhan Pol. Sc. (Hons.) | yr. Taekwondo (Selected for National).

Shivam Pandey B.Com (Prog.) | yr.  Silver Medal—Intercollegiate Boxing Championship

Pratibha Rana Sanskrit (Hons.) | yr. Silver Medal—Intercollegiate Boxing Championship

Neha Rana B.A. (Prog) Il Sem  Bronze Medal—Intercollegiate Boxing Championship

Hemant Singh B.A. (Prog.) | Yr. Gold Medal—{All India open University Taekwondo
Championship)

Rahul Pardhan Pol. Sc. (Hons.) | yr. Gold Medal—(All India open University Tagkwondo

Championship)

Rahul Pardhan  Pol. Sc. (Hons.) | yr. Gold Medal—State Taekwondo Championship

The college annual sports day was held on Friday 10th February 2017. Dr. M.M. Goyal,
Principal inaugurated the meet. Events were held separately for Male Students, Female Students,
differently abled students, Teaching Staff, Non-teaching staff, Women Staff and senior staff.

The meet started with a colorful march-past of the participants followed by the hoisting of
the flag. Then the oath ceremony was held and the spectacular lighting of the secret flame.

This year's Annual Sports Day witnessed the participation of a record number ' students
and staff.

The following students represented different teams:
Karan Bidhuri B.A. (Prog.) | Yr
Himank Singh B.Com (Prog.) | Yr
Mirnank Singh  History (Hons.) | Yr.
Vikas Choudhary B.A. (Prog.) | Yr
FOOTBALL TEAM:

Maruf Pol. Sci (Hons) | Yr.

Selected for Cricket Under-19 Delhi State
Selected for Cricket Under-19 Delhi State
Selected for Cricket Under-19 Haryana Stat:
Selected for Cricket Under-19 Railway

Selected for Football golden shoes award i @
Reliance Inter College Football Tournament.




CRICKET TEAM-

WH%NIEH, Shiv Nadar University Cricket Tournament,
Participated in BHUUNESHW;&R
BASKETBALL TEAM:

The team secured the |ind position

(ODISHA) open Inter university tournament

in the NDIM Basketball Tournament,
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

The History Sociaty
27" October, 2016 organized a talk by Dr.
S. ‘5. Biswas, former Director General
National Museum, on "Haritaga and Hﬂritagtlt
Management”. |t was followed by ‘Paper
Presentation’ on the lopics “Science and
Technology in Indian History”; “Religious
Pluralism in Indian History” and “Nationalism

Today” for the First, Second and Third vear
respectively.

‘DHAROHAR’ on

The society also organized an educational
trip for the second year students to the National
Museum with the idea that the students will be
benefitted in their understanding of Heritage
and its management in a better way.

'‘DHAROHAR’ is also planning to organize
its Annual Festival ‘ATEET’. Various activities
such as talk by an eminent historian on
Contemporary History, ‘Quiz’ on ‘Indian
National Movement’, an ‘Exhibition’ on
“Temple Architecture Through the Ages'{
“Mosque Architecture Through the ::-\gas"
and a ‘Play’ on the “Trial of Bhagat Singh

are to be conducted.

'triﬂ' élf’-'-
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NCC

This year 160 boys and 54 girls were enrolled with the NCC Ur?l‘ ':;i tgﬁ é“;':ig:} 'der the
guidance of Lt. Seema Agrawal and Sh. Haripratap and leadersnip PT drills, para s, fir
and SUO Shivani garg, the cadets participated in numerous camps, ' ak d'in : .rs* g
and learnt academic subjects of the army enthusiastically. They participatec i p L i
like “International Yoga Day”, “Flag Day", “Run for Unity”, [?lsaster Manaﬁemzn | Say No
To Drugs”, “Organ Donation”, etc with zeal and discipline. During the year the cadets attendeq
more than 20 state and national level camps and won prizes In drill, dan{:_q. singing, rangoji
making, poster making, basketball and football etc. In inter-college competitions at Kirori Ma
College, Gargi College, Dyal Singh college, Indraprastha College gﬁd other cn!leges,‘EG.D.A_u,
Company won prizes in Guard of Honor, Drill and cultural competitiions. The girls unit I:Ias wor
the most prizes amongst all the units under University of Delhi. The 28" Annual Function was
held on 20" February, 2017 in which girls unit CO Col. A K Dalal was chief guest and Lt Col Arun
Shukla was guest of honour. An Inter-college competition was also organized in which girls
and boys teams from 10 colleges participated. Guard of Honor, March past, Section attack and
various culture programmes were held and prize were distributed to deserving cadets. The
much appreciated program concluded with NCC song and National Anthem.

The detailed report is as follows:

NO. OF CDTS WITH |
S.NO CAMP PLACE SENIOR ACHIEVEMENTS |
1 Mational Integration | Mysore JUO KOHINA AND
Camp CamMH RENU
2 Chief Minister Rally | Model Town | CDT Mamita
3 Combined Annual Delhi Cantonment 17 CDTs. With SUO 1st drill competition and
Training Camp SHIVANI GARG culture
4 Special National Andra Pradesh 3 CDTs with SUO 1st group dance and
Integration Camp (Kakinada) SHIVANI GARG MNIAR3rd group singing
5 Army Attachment Meerut JUO TANNU KUMARI
Camp
[ Pre ROC-1 R.K.Puram SGT. MANISHA, CPL =
SMRITLCDT NAMITA
7 PRE RDC-2 R.K.Puram CPL SMRITI 3
8 | PRERDC-3(CATC  |R.K.Puram 17 CDTs. With CHM = N
CAMP) SONALI GAUTAM
9 National Integration | Rajasthan CDT KHUSBU AND -
Camp CDT GUNJAN
10 | Chief Minister Rally | Model Town 4CDTs with JUO =
SUNITA KUMAR)
11 | Advance Leadership | Punjab SGT. POONAM WITH ]
Camp NAMITA
National Games Delhi Cantonment CPL KIM SANG CHING AR
o




54 CDTS. With SUO
SHIVANI GARG

S52CDTS with SUO
SHIVANI GARG

130 CDTs. With SUO
RAJESH KR. THAPA

120€DTs. With SUO
RAJESH KA. THAPA

5CDTs with JUO
SUNITA KUMARI

100CDTs With SUD
RAJESH KR. THAPA

Anant Mohan
Bhatnagar

Vaibhav Bhatnagar

Himanshu Singh with

Nishant Khatri and
Kunal

Harish Kumar and

Competition

Girls - 2nd in Guard of
Honour Conatition
1™ in Salo D ce
Competitic

ﬁ'h- 18t 1 suard of Honour
Competiti

Girls- 2™ in Guard of Honour




T A . i 5 " il H
| 37 Inter r'_r.allp::_;r,- Jarmita Milia Collage CDTs Wittt S0 (5l I8t in yurard ¥l
| Competition SHIVANI GARG Competition
| Giirlg-1% in Group Lancs
C3ir 1 i "..'.4'|': Chim
Lyif n Liung
joys-2™ in 200m Ha
} !
93 feyier CU“I!'_".]T.' 5 G.N.D. Khalsa College COTs With SUO 17| in Guard of A i
Competition sHIVANI GARG Competition
sl 1t in Dl Competition
[ Bovs b Girl 1™ prize in

| 34 Intar-college ARSD College CDTs With SLUIC Girls- 15t in Guard of Honour
Compeétition SHIVANI GARG Compatition

Girlg- 18t in Drill Compeatition

35 Inmr-r:ulli:rg;r-_ Indraprastha College DOTs With SLUIO Girls- Z2nd in Guard of

Compatition SHIVANI GARI Honour Competition

Girls 1 18] I";l al .'|-'|-"|
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